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• What	
  is	
  Cogni&ve	
  Science?
– Interdisciplinary	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  human	
  mind

• What	
  does	
  interdisciplinary	
  mean?
– Studying	
  mind	
  from	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  perspec:ve

• Psychology,	
  philosophy,	
  neuroscience,	
  linguis:cs,	
  
computer	
  science…

• Why?
– Each	
  discipline	
  contributes	
  different	
  things	
  to	
  our	
  
understanding	
  of	
  how	
  humans	
  think!
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• Who is in Cognitive Science?
– Over 125 undergraduate majors!
– Four research labs
– Six core faculty members
– More than 20 faculty members across the 

university
• Psychology, Biology, Math, Communication 

Sciences, Weatherhead, Engineering…
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• Core Cognitive Science Faculty

Tony	
  Jack:	
  
Neuroscience,	
  
Philosophy,	
  
Psychology

How	
  do	
  humans	
  control	
  and	
  
understand	
  their	
  own	
  mental	
  
processes?
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• Core Cognitive Science Faculty

Todd	
  Oakley:	
  
Linguis:cs,	
  
Rhetoric,	
  
Semio:cs

How	
  do	
  we	
  create	
  meaning?	
  How	
  can	
  
models	
  of	
  meaning-­‐construc:on	
  be	
  
applied	
  to	
  wriNen	
  texts?
How	
  can	
  ar:ficial	
  agents	
  help	
  humans	
  
engage	
  in	
  meaningful	
  behavior?
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• Core Cognitive Science Faculty

Fey	
  Parrill:	
  
Psychology,	
  
Linguis:cs What	
  can	
  mul:modal	
  

language	
  (speech,	
  gesture,	
  
sign)	
  tell	
  us	
  about	
  human	
  
mental	
  representa:ons?
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• Core Cognitive Science Faculty

Yanna	
  Popova:	
  
Literature,	
  
Linguis:cs,
Philosophy

How	
  does	
  our	
  subjec:ve	
  
experiences	
  of	
  our	
  bodies	
  
help	
  ground	
  human	
  cogni:on,	
  
including	
  language	
  and	
  
aesthe:c	
  response?
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• Core Cognitive Science Faculty
Vera	
  Tobin:	
  
Literature,	
  
Linguis:cs,
Communica:on

How	
  do	
  we	
  make	
  complex	
  
crea:ve	
  works	
  with	
  minds	
  
that	
  are	
  op:mized	
  for	
  quick-­‐
and-­‐dirty	
  calcula:ons	
  and	
  
face-­‐to-­‐face	
  communica:on?
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• Core Cognitive Science Faculty
Mark	
  Turner:	
  Language,	
  Communica:on,	
  Decision,	
  Marke:ng,	
  
Law,	
  Mathema:cs

What	
  higher-­‐order	
  cogni:ve	
  
opera:ons	
  dis:nguish	
  human	
  
beings	
  from	
  other	
  species	
  and	
  
how	
  do	
  they	
  operate?
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• What	
  kind	
  of	
  research	
  can	
  students	
  do?
– Cogni:on	
  and	
  media
– Decision	
  &	
  choice	
  (e.g.	
  microeconomics,	
  law,	
  .	
  .	
  .)
– Brain	
  imaging
– Language,	
  speech	
  processing
– Symbolic	
  processing
– Gesture	
  &	
  cogni:on
– Ar:s:c	
  expression
– Literature	
  &	
  cogni:on
– Music	
  &	
  cogni:on
– Technology	
  &	
  external	
  representa:on….
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• Red	
  Hen	
  Lab	
  for	
  the	
  Study	
  of	
  
Mul:modal	
  Communica:on
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• What	
  kinds	
  of	
  courses	
  can	
  you	
  take?
– COGS	
  101	
  Introduc:on	
  to	
  Cogni:ve	
  Science
– COGS	
  102	
  Cogni:ve	
  Neuroscience
– COGS	
  206	
  Introduc:on	
  to	
  Cogni:ve	
  Linguis:cs
– COGS	
  301	
  Intro	
  to	
  Cogni:ve	
  Semio:cs
– COGS	
  326	
  Cogni:ve	
  Approaches	
  to	
  Music
– COGS	
  328	
  Cogni:on&	
  Visual	
  Aesthe:c	
  Experience
– COGS	
  363	
  Philosophy	
  &	
  Social	
  Neuroscience
– COGS	
  366	
  fMRI
– COGS	
  201	
  Human	
  Cogni:on	
  in	
  Evolu:on	
  and	
  Development
– COGS	
  202	
  Human	
  Cogni:on	
  from	
  a	
  Cultural	
  Perspec:ve
– COGS	
  301A	
  Special	
  Topics:	
  Cogni:ve	
  Diversity
– COGS	
  301B	
  Special	
  Topics:	
  Cogni:ve	
  Robo:cs
– COGS	
  304	
  Conceptual	
  Integra:on
– COGS	
  315	
  Mental	
  Spaces
– COGS	
  316	
  Decision-­‐Making
– COGS	
  324	
  Discourse	
  &	
  Cogni:on
– COGS	
  327	
  Gesture	
  in	
  Communica:on	
  and	
  Cogni:on.
– COGS	
  329	
  Cogni:ve	
  Approaches	
  to	
  Dance	
  and	
  Theatre.
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What	
  can	
  you	
  take	
  this	
  spring?

• COGS 102. Introduction to Cognitive Neuroscience. TR 2:45-4:00, Nord 410. Anthony 
Jack. 

• COGS 202. Human Cognition Viewed from a Cultural Perspective. TR 
10:00-11:15 (most likely), 400 Nord.  Yanna Popova.

• COGS 302. Departmental Seminar. TR 2:45 - 4pm, 618 Crawford. Fey Parrill.

• COGS 316/416: Decision-Making. MW 12:30-1:45pm, 618 Crawford. Mark Turner.

• COGS 327/427. Gesture in Communication & Cognition. TR 1:15-2:30, 618 Crawford. 
Fey Parrill.

• COGS 366. Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging. TR 4:30-5:45pm, Crawford 618. 
Anthony Jack. 

• COGS 391/WLIT 391. Intro to Text Semiotics II. MW 9:00-10:15, 618 Crawford. Florin 
Berindeanu. 
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• What	
  kind	
  of	
  career	
  can	
  you	
  have	
  with	
  a	
  
degree	
  in	
  cogni:ve	
  science?

Telecommunica:ons,	
  Medical	
  analysis,	
  Data	
  
representa:on	
  and	
  retrieval,	
  Intelligence	
  analysis,	
  
Human	
  factors	
  engineering,	
  Computer-­‐human	
  
interac:on,	
  Ar:ficial	
  intelligence,	
  Human	
  
performance	
  tes:ng,	
  Speech	
  synthesis	
  and	
  voice	
  
recogni:on,	
  Mul:media	
  design,	
  Linguis:c	
  analysis,	
  
Educa:on,	
  Marke:ng,	
  Technical	
  wri:ng,	
  
Consultant…
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• Why	
  major	
  in	
  cogni:ve	
  science?
– You	
  can	
  pursue	
  different	
  interests	
  (e.g.,	
  biology	
  
&	
  music)

– Great	
  major	
  for	
  many	
  career	
  tracks
• Medical	
  school,	
  law	
  school,	
  computer	
  modeling,	
  
marke:ng,	
  educa:on,	
  microeconomics,	
  …

– You	
  can	
  learn	
  about	
  your	
  own	
  mind
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• We	
  have	
  the	
  best	
  student	
  organiza:on!
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• Want	
  to	
  learn	
  more?
– Come	
  to	
  our	
  department	
  open	
  house!
– Fri,	
  October	
  12,	
  12:30pm	
  –	
  2:00pm
– Cogni:ve	
  Science	
  Lounge	
  (Crawford	
  Hall,	
  6th	
  
Floor)

– Food!	
  Beverages!	
  Informa:on!
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Join us for OPEN HOUSE 

When: Friday (October 12th) from 
12:30-2:00 pm

Where: Crawford Lounge (6th Floor)
Food! Drink! Conversation!


