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Samuel and Flora Stone Mather, two of Cleveland’s greatest philanthropists born into two of
America’s wealthiest and most influential families created a legacy. The mutuality of shared interests and
respect brought a close collaboration in their union and in their contribution to the philanthropic, educa-
tional and civic affairs of Cleveland. Their combined philanthropic efforts impacted the lives of thousands
of people and forever transformed the landscape of this place they called home.

Born on July 13,1851, Samuel Mather was the first son of Samuel Livingston Mather and his first wife,
Georgiana Pomeroy Woolson. The Mathers resided at 383 Euclid Avenue. Samuel’s father, a pioneer in the
development of the iron ore industry, organized the Cleveland Iron Mining Company in 1847 to utilize the
iron ore deposits of the Great Lakes region.

Death, disease and injury, a more common occurrence in the nineteenth century that preceded today’s
modern medicine, played a role in shaping young Samuel Mather’s life. Following the birth of daughter
Katherine, his mother, died from tuberculosis; Samuel was only two years old. In 1869, as he prepared to
enter Harvard, Samuel suffered an accident while working for his father’s Cleveland Iron Mining Com-
pany that left him with a permanently impaired left arm.

In 1856, Samuel Livingston Mather, married Elizabeth Lucy Gwinn and they had one son, William
Gwinn Mather. -

Three doors west of the Mather home at 514 Euclid Avenue stood the residence of Amasa and Julia
Gleason Stone. They had come from Massachusetts to Cleveland with their two young children Adelbert
and Clara. Here, on April 6, 1852, Flora Amelia, their younger daughter was born. Amasa Stone made a
fortune in bridge building, railroads and banking.

Amasa and Julia Stone were parishioners of the First Presbyterian Old Stone Church on Cleveland’s
Public Square. Clara and Flora belonged to the Young Ladies Missionary Society. The pastor of the church,
Reverend William Henry Goodrich was an important influence on the children.

Another important influence was a teacher, Linda Thayer Guilford. At the Cleveland Academy Clara
and Flora received the equivalent of a rigorous high school college preparatory course. Pupils were incul-
cated with the value of education, a sense of moral responsibility for the poor, and a missionary spirit.

An expression of the Guilford philosophy was the Young Ladies Temperance League. Flora was an eager
recruit.

On January 14, 1830 Samuel Mather wrote:

Dear Flora: _ \
I love your conscientious devotion to duty.I love your untiring energy and cheerfulness of
spirit. As I think of these things in you that I love, I fail to see what there can be found in
me to excite a responsive feeling in your heart and yet I must trust and hope that you may
find or think you find, something there.

On August 10, 1880 Flora Stone responded:

My dearest Sam:

What touched me most and made me most glad of you, was that you said we would try
together to live naturally, truthfully-humbly striving to improve ourselves and to be of
some honest use.

On October 19, 1881, Flora Stone and Samuel Mather were married and following a European honey-
moon, they lived with her parents. Two years later, Samuel Mather helped found Pickands, Mather and Com-
pany, to sell iron ore and coal. This company became one of the largest shippers of iron ore from the Great
Lakes region. Pickands, Mather also operated coal mines and blast furnaces throughout the Midwest.

Flora continued her allegiance to her own Presbyterian Church and also went regularly with Samuel to
his Episcopal Old Trinity. They had four children; Samuel Livingston, Amasa Stone, Constance, and Philip
Richard.
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In 1881 with Amasa Stone’s help Western Reserve College moved from Hudson to Cleveland and it
was named Adelbert College, after his son, who drowned while at Yale. In 1883 tormented by blame for a
railroad tragedy, physically ill and grieving over the loss of his son, Amasa Stone took command for the
last time and ended his own life. Flora became the dispensing hand of a large inheritance about which she
felt a duty to distribute in a way her father would have wished.

In a family tradition of financial support started by her father, Flora Stone Mather made her first large
gift to Adelbert College in 1888 to endow its first chair in the name of Hiram C. Haydn, her pastor at Old
Stone Church and president of Western Reserve University. When the College for Women was created in
1888 as the co-ordinate to one for men, Flora’s mother Julia Gleason Stone and brother-in-law John Hay,

* married to sister Clara, were among the first donors.

Flora Stone Mather gave and worked generously on behalf of the women’s college; one day her name
would be given to it. In 1892 she built the first residence hall and named it in honor of Linda Guilford, her
teacher at the Cleveland Academy. In 1902, she gave Haydn Hall to meet the growing college’s needs for
dormitories and classrooms.

In 1907 she wrote Western Reserve University President Charles Franklin Thwing:

If acceptable to you and to the Trustees of Adelbert College Mrs. Hay and I wish to build
on the campus a chapel to be called the Amasa Stone Memorial. Our father had a strong
conviction of the value of Biblical instruction and of church services. He believed pure
religion to be the only sure foundation for the individual or for the community life and so
it seems fitting that a chapel bearing his name should be placed on the campus of the col-
lege in which he was so deeply interested.

When Flora Stone and Samuel Mather married, a philanthropic partnership emerged strongly influ-
enced by the tradition and patterns of giving established within the Stone household. At their church in
1863, Amasa and Julia Gleason Stone helped establish the Home for Friendless Strangers to provide assis-
tance for refugees of the Civil War. After the war the need continued for medical care of Cleveland’s poor
and in 1866 a house was bought at 83 Wilson St., which was operated by the Cleveland City Hospital Soci-
ety. This marked the origins of University Hospitals of Cleveland.

In 1884, at the age of 33 Samuel Mather, became a trustee of Cleveland City Hospital and two years
later began his tenure on the Board of Trustees of Western Reserve University. He would continue to serve
both faithfully until his death in 1931. '

In 1889 the name of the hospital was changed to Lakeside Hospital. Aware that new facilities would be
needed, the trustees purchased 5 acres downtown upon which to build a new hospital. Samuel Mather was
charged with conducting a thorough study of the state-of-the- art in hospital construction and operation.
At Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, they found the model of a University and its affiliated hospital, built on
what was called the “pavilion system.”

The new Lakeside Hospital had not yet been completed when it entered into formal affiliation with
Western Reserve University. The agreement gave the school faculty responsibility to supervise the clinics
in the new hospital, to teach in its wards, and made official Lakeside’s status as a teaching hospital.

In 1898 upon the dedication of “The New Lakeside Hospital” Samuel Mather wrote:

Hospitals are said to be, in some sort, ‘The measure of the civilization of a people.” Wher-
ever civilization has attained its highest growth, there hospitals are most numerous in
number and excellent in character.

The new complex began operation guided by principles enunciated by Samuel Mather, and utilizing
the pavilion plan: perfect ventilation systems to prevent spread of contagion, public clinics where medical
students worked under teaching physicians, a training school for nurses and a dispensary system to provide
medical remedies for the indigent.

The quality and character of Flora Stone Mather’s efforts as a philanthropist reminded many of a min-
istry. She explained:

1 feel so strongly that I am one of God’s stewards. Large means without effort of mine,
have been put into my hands; and I must use them as I know my Heavenly Father would
have me, and as my dear earthly father would have me, were he here.

The Goodrich Settlement founded by Flora Stone Mather was organized in 1897 in conjunction with
OId Stone Church and named to honor the pastor of her girlhood, William Henry Goodrich. She donated
~ the original building, paid the settlement’s expenses during its early years, and established its first endow-
ment fund.
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