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BRidging oppoRtUnities

“ at Case western reserve University, 
we pride ourselves on our unwavering 
commitment to the continued 
internationalization of our campus, 
whereby we provide opportunities to 
educate truly global citizens, advance 
research collaboration worldwide,  
and graduate the next generation of 

world leaders.” Barbara R. snyder
President

DAVID FLESHLER  
From the Vice Provost  

for International Affairs

President Barbara R. Snyder with students at the  
2016 International Student Graduation Reception
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this 2016 annual report highlights how the entire 
community—students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
community members—continues to work to 
internationalize our campus.

among the ways we helped bridge CwrU and the world 
this past year, perhaps the one that most exemplified our 
continuing emergence as a global institution was in July, 
when CwrU hosted more than 70 foreign ambassadors 
to the U.S. during the republican national Convention 
(see page 4 to learn more). time and again i heard 
ambassadors say they were surprised and impressed 
with the advanced research, technology, and education 
at CwrU. we are following up on the connections made 
during the rnC, and they are already paying dividends!

thank you for your continued support of CwrU’s 
internationalization efforts. i invite you to join us as  
we Bridge CWRU and the World. 

DAVID FLESHLER  
From the Vice Provost  

for International Affairs

david Fleshler
Vice Provost
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CWRU Hosts More than 70 Ambassadors during 
the Republican national Convention
during July’s four-day republican national 
Convention (rnC) in Cleveland, CwrU 
became home to a delegation of foreign 
ambassadors to the U.S. from more than 
70 countries, including Japan, russia,  
israel, Mexico, and the United Kingdom. 

the Center for international affairs 
coordinated with many offices across 
campus, community organizations, and  
the State department to plan and host 
events at CwrU throughout the week. 
events included panel discussions about 
U.S. politics, foreign policy, and national 
security and visits from speakers  
including Speaker Paul ryan and new 
Jersey governor Chris Christie. 

“it was exciting to introduce CwrU to 
the international delegation,” said david 
Fleshler, Vice Provost for international 
affairs. “Our campus and the university’s  
vibrant international culture impressed our  
guests and opened the doorway to increase  
international opportunities for the CwrU 
community, both on campus and abroad.”

2016 HigHligHts

CWRU President Barbara R. Snyder with the visiting 
Diplomatic Corps in the Tinkham Veale University Center

John Grabowski, Krieger-Mueller Joint Professor in History, 
engaged the ambassadors in a presentation about 
Cleveland’s history 
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CWRU Awarded generation study Abroad grant  
for Underrepresented Minority students
Case western reserve University received 
a $7,500 generation Study abroad 
grant from the institute of international 
education (iie) to support new scholarships 
for underrepresented minority (UrM) 
students. the Office of education abroad 
matched the funding and worked closely 
with the Office of Multicultural affairs to 
award six think: possibilities scholarships  
of $2,500 each to UrM students at CwrU. 

“the Office of education abroad is 
committed to increasing the diversity of 
students participating in our programs,” 
said Molly watkins, executive director for 
international affairs. “these scholarships 
help make study abroad opportunities 
possible for CwrU students from 
backgrounds typically underrepresented 
in study abroad.”

Students used the scholarships to cover 
the cost of tuition, books, travel related 
to study, service learning, and internships 
abroad during the spring 2017 semester. 
Scholarship winners will study in various 
countries, including england, ireland, 
Morocco, and new Zealand. 

“Studying abroad is more important than 
ever in today’s world and to today’s CwrU 
students,” wrote scholarship winner nailah 
ramos Mathews in her application essay. after 
speaking with friends who already studied 
abroad, she heard stories that she “had yet to  
experience but was immediately hungry for.” 
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Morgenthaler–pogue 
endowment for international 
student development
thanks to a generous donation from  
david Morgenthaler and dick Pogue,  
the Center for international affairs  
partnered with the Career Center to  
hire annabel Khouri (pictured above) as  
an international Student and employer 
engagement Specialist focused on 
increasing experiential learning and  
career opportunities for international 
students in northeast Ohio. 

CWRU–Qassim University 
partnership 
the School of dental Medicine formalized 
an agreement with Saudi arabia’s 
Qassim University to train their junior 
faculty at CwrU. this partnership will 
provide opportunities for cross-cultural 
collaboration, enhancing the rigorous 
dental school experience for faculty and 
staff at both institutions. 

Cultural Celebrations series 
Brings global Celebrations  
to Campus 
the Cultural Celebrations Series, imple-
mented in 2016, attracts the CwrU and 
local communities to join in celebrations 
of holidays around the world. the events, 
celebrating Lunar new Year, holi, and asian 
Mid-autumn Festival, not only serve as 
support for our international students, 
who can become homesick around major 
 holidays, but also provide an opportunity 
for everyone to share in the heritage of  
fellow CwrU community members and  
participate in global experiences on campus. 

2016 HigHligHts
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Former deputy secretary of 
state Headlines international 
Achievement dinner 
Former deputy Secretary of State 
richard L. armitage delivered the keynote 
speech at the Center for international 
affairs’ 2016 international achievement 
dinner. Secretary armitage discussed 
how the U.S. government approaches 
international relationships and world hot 
spots, and engaged in a lively question 
and answer session with faculty, staff, 
and students.  

CWRU Hosts educationUsA 
delegation of global 
Higher education and 
government leaders 
Under the leadership of department Chair 
and Chemical engineering Professor dan  
Lacks, CwrU hosted 15 higher education 
and government officials from seven 
countries in a U.S. State department 
program to demonstrate how a U.S. 
research university forms links with 
industry and private-sector businesses.  
the visit allowed CwrU faculty and 
students to build relationships with higher 
education leaders from around the world. 

Former lebanese president 
Visits CWRU
Former President amine gemayel 
visited CwrU in October to speak about 
the state of the Middle east amidst 
ongoing struggles with war and peace. 
his thought-provoking presentation 
provided an insider’s understanding of a 
very complex situation and enhanced the 
global perspective of those in attendance.  
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inteRnAtionAl stUdent HigHligHts

total number  
of international 
students enrolled 
at CWRU

1,3962010

1,7032012

2,2112014

2,5652016

19.1% of the total active  
student body is international

approximately 40% of 
international students receive 
financial aid from the university

international students 
represent 78 countries

CwrU international students  
range from 17 to 52 years old
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engineering phd student  
Wins two prestigious Awards
Mustafa Unal, a Phd candidate from 
turkey in the department of Mechanical 
and aerospace engineering, received two 
awards from the Coblentz Society. the 
awards recognize Unal as an emerging 
global leader in the field of vibrational 
spectroscopy research. 

nepalese graduate students 
Receive First Annual 
international graduate 
student Award  
at april’s international achievement dinner, 
graduate students nirmala Lekhak, Phd 
(nSg ‘17) and tirth bhatta, Phd (grS ‘17 
Sociology) were the first recipients of 
the Outstanding international graduate 
Student award. the married couple from 
nepal founded the CwrU nepali Student 
Organization and engaged the campus 
community in efforts to raise funds to 
support victims of the 2015 earthquake  
in their home country.

Chinese law student  
spends Break immersed  
in U.s. prison system
Mengyun wu (Law ‘16) explored the U.S. 
prison system through a unique “Mass 
incarceration in the U.S.” alternative spring 
break program with the Center for Civic 
engagement and Learning. Mengyun toured 
jails and met with advocates for the rights 
of incarcerated individuals and their families. 
“not only did i delve into the complexities 
of the U.S. justice system,” says wu. “i had 
the opportunity to explore and understand 
how approaches to justice in the U.S. are 
different from the Chinese system.”
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stUdY ABRoAd HigHligHts

38% of CwrU 
undergraduate 
students studied 
abroad 

international students 
make up 17% of study  
abroad students

Faculty directed 
26 study abroad 
programs

CwrU collaborated 
with more than 80  
study abroad partners

the average gPa  
of undergraduate study  
abroad students is 3.49  
(overall CwrU undergraduate gPa is 3.36)

total number of undergraduate and  
graduate students who studied abroad

589
2014-15

598
2013-14

380
2012-13

629
2015-16
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Undergraduate Completes 
physics Research in ireland
Kelsey darrah, third-year physics 
and international studies student, 
researched waveform aberrations and 
vision while studying for a semester at 
University College dublin. “working in 
an international lab was such a unique 
experience,” says Kelsey. “i had the 
opportunity to learn about other cultures 
through a scientific lens.” Kelsey plans to 
continue her research when she returns 
to ireland for a second semester abroad 
in Spring 2017. 

graduate student presents 
at symposium in Japan 
graduate student abby Sevier traveled 
with a delegation of CwrU faculty and 
student researchers to participate in the 
second annual CwrU-tohoku University 
data and Life Sciences Symposium 
in Sendai, Japan. her internship at 
the naSa glenn research Center, in 
conjunction with her experience on 
a short-term engineering program 
to botswana, inspired a passion 
for advancing technology through 
international research. 

CWRU senior interns with 
israeli start-Up 
Jon Sender, a senior studying finance  
and computer science, spent a semester  
at the hebrew University of Jerusalem  
and interned with OurCrowd, an israeli  
venture capital firm. “between immersing  
myself in a new culture and working in the 
fast-paced israeli startup environment,  
i’ve learned how to be more independent, 
solve problems, and connect with people  
of all backgrounds,” explains Jon.
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FACUltY HigHligHts

CWRU Researchers lead 
international team in 
Colorectal Cancer Research 
researchers at the CwrU School of 
Medicine led an international team in 
demonstrating that depriving certain 
kinds of colorectal cancer cells of 
glutamine suppresses the ability of 
such tumors to develop and expand. 
this collaboration underscores 
the importance of international 
teamwork in the advancement of 
scientific research. 

students participate on 
Faculty-led program to install 
solar panels in namibia 
after enrolling in weatherhead Professor 
Michael goldberg’s Massive Open Online 
Course and social entrepreneurship “boot 
camp,” Maria newaya, a sustainable 
agriculturist in namibia, partnered with 
management and engineering faculty to 
create a sustainable international project 
for students. three students traveled to 
namibia to install solar panels on village 
homes, bringing electricity to families 
and learning firsthand the importance of 
international cooperation in innovation. 

CWRU Vice president plays 
Key Role in establishment 
of U.s.-Cuban partnerships
Suzanne rivera, Vice President for 
research and technology Management, 
joined officials from the national Council 
of University research administrators and 
a delegation from the Cuban Ministry of 
higher education in washington, d.C. for 
the signing of an agreement promoting 
cooperation in scientific research between 
U.S. and Cuban institutions. rivera hopes 
that, through her involvement, CwrU 
will be “on the ground floor” for future 
partnerships.
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AlUMni HigHligHts

south African Alumnus 
Wins professional 
Achievement Award
tshilidzi Marwala (Cwr ’95) received 
the alumni association’s esteemed 
Professional achievement award.  
Marwala, deputy Vice Chancellor of 
research and innovation at the University 
of Johannesburg, is well-known through- 
out South africa for leading delegations  
to the South african parliament. the  
award recognizes alumni whose work  
and leadership exemplify the core values  
of the university. 

study Abroad Alumna Returns 
to Advise students 
after participating in study abroad 
programs to the netherlands and india 
as an undergraduate, Stephanie Merlino, 
now a graduate student, knows that 
studying abroad and its accompanying 
challenges can transform students’ 
career and life choices. as an advisor in 
the Office of education abroad during fall 
semester, Stephanie gave back by helping 
new undergraduate students plan their 
own study abroad journeys. 

delegation of Mexican Alumni 
initiate deeper Relationship 
with CWRU
CwrU invited several Mexican alumni 
to return to campus to meet with 
faculty and staff from the Case School 
of engineering, alumni association, and 
Center for international affairs to explore 
opportunities for collaboration. the visits 
have revealed multiple possibilities for 
student, faculty, and staff engagement 
in education and research programs 
in Mexico, while allowing our alumni 
to reconnect with the CwrU campus 
and community.





BRidging people

“ before i came to the U.S., i saw some articles talking about how hard it was  
to really get involved in the circle of other countries because of the cultural  
differences. after i came to Case western reserve University, i found something 
quite different. i realized that as long as you are proactive in presenting yourself 
and patient enough to embrace others’ ideas, it’s not that difficult to be a  
global citizen, let alone to be friends with people of different backgrounds.”

Ruiyao Wei
MaSter OF ManageMent in FinanCe, 2016
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inspiring a culture of global understanding and responsibility.

Center for  
International Affairs

nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

Cleveland, Oh
Permit no. 1402

10900 euclid ave. 
tomlinson hall, 1st Floor, room 143 
Cleveland, Oh 44106-7031 

oUR Mission

Office of 
International 

Student Services
Office of  

Global Strategy

Provides opportunities 
for study, research, and 
practical experiences 
abroad to students 
and faculty. 

Develops strategies 
and relationships 
for CWRU’s global 
engagement initiatives. 

Enhances the 
international student 
experience and  
promotes intercultural  
exchange at CWRU.

Office of  
Education Abroad


