
Multi-Benefit Green 
Infrastructure For The 
Great Lakes Region

CLIMATE-SMART 
CITIES: CLEVELAND



OUR 
MISSION
The Trust for Public Land creates parks 
and protects land for people, ensuring healthy, 
livable communities for generations to come. 



Imagine you were never 
more than a 10-minute walk 
from a place to explore.

To play.
To wonder. 

To discover.



In many cities, more than half of 
children do not have a park or 
natural area within a 10-minute 
walk of home.



Instead kids play in streets, 
alleyways, or vacant lots. Or they 
simply stay inside, eyes glued to 
screens—a national crisis that has 
contributed to epidemic levels of: 

• obesity
• diabetes
• depression



Our approaches

What makes a truly 
great park?



The 606
Chicago, IL

Parks for the 
community, 
by the community.

C R E A T I V E  P L A C E M A K I N G



Boeddeker Park
San Francisco, CA

Parks are a 
prescription for 
community health.

P U B L I C  H E A L T H



Benito Juarez Park
Maywood, CA

Everyone deserves 
a great park within 
a 10-minute walk.

E Q U I T Y



P.S. 111
Hell’s Kitchen, NY

The best parks 
have superpowers.

C L I M A T E - S M A R T  C I T I E S



before

P.S. 7 community playground in the Bronx



after

P.S. 7 community playground in the Bronx



At The Trust for Public Land, 
we're proud to say that we've 
been connecting communities 
to the outdoors—and to each 
other—since 1972.

Hollywood Lake Park 
Los Angeles, CA



But today we're 
dreaming even 
bigger.

William Cramp Elementary Schoolyard
Philadelphia, PA



How will we do it?



New Orleans’ City Park
New Orleans, LA

We’re creating great parks 
where they’re needed most 
in cities nationwide. 



William Cramp Elementary School
Philadelphia, PA

And we’re sharing our research, 
education, and planning tools to 
inspire more people to advocate 
for close-to-home parks —
 wherever they live.



CLIMATE 
CHALLENGES
IN THE 
GREAT LAKES



CLIMATE-SMART CITIES 
OBJECTIVES

C O N N E C T C O O L

A B S O R B P R O T E C T



for Climate-Smart Cities

MULTIPLE-BENEFIT GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE



OUR INTEGRATED
APPROACH

PA RT N E R R E S E A R C H

I M P L E M E N T P L A N



RANGE OF IMPLEMENTATION OPPORTUNITIES

C O A L I T I O N S / L E A R N I N G  L A B S P O L I C Y / D E C I S I O N - M A K I N G P R O J E C T  D E V E L O P M E N T



Climate-Smart Cities Partnerships



Climate-Smart Cities Partnerships



Cleveland

A TALE OF TWO CITIES…

Sandusky



Cleveland

PARTNERSHIP & NETWORKS

Sandusky



Cleveland

RESEARCH & DATA

Sandusky



Cleveland

GIS & PLANNING

Sandusky



Cleveland

COMMUNITY-BASED PLANNING

Sandusky



Parks



Green Infrastructure 
Park and SchoolyardsTrees



Rain Gardens



Green Infrastructure 
Park and Schoolyards

Living Shorelines



Urban Farms



Complete 
Streets



ALIGNING WITH LOCAL INITIATIVES

Bikeway Master Plan Update
Greenway Connections
Cleveland Tree Plan
Parks and Economic Development
Park Capital Improvement Plans
Neighborhood Resiliency
NEORSD Community Investments
Safe Routes to School
Climate Action Plan Update

Decision Support Tool Uses Cases
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• Infiltration basin designed to fully infiltrate stormwater runoff from Fleet Ave
• Controls 4.8 million gallons of stormwater in a typical year, resulting in a 500,000-gallon reduction of CSO 

annually



A B S O R B  I N  A C T I O N



• Landing Page:
http://web.tplgis.org/cleveland_csc/

• Click “Data Description” to open the tool metadata table

• Click “Mapping Portal” to open the tool
– generate a username and password, or…

Getting Started


