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John J. Grabowski is currently a visiting Associate
Professor in History at Case Western Reserve University
and the Senior Historian at the Western Reserve
Historical Society. He also serves as the editor of

the online edition of The Encyclopedia of Cleveland
History and The Dictionary of Cleveland Biography. He
received his B.A., M.A,, and Ph.D. degrees in history
from CWRU and is a member of Phi Beta Kappa.

He held the joint position as the Krieger-Mueller
Associate Professor of History at CWRU and Director
of Research at the Historical Society from 1998 to
2022. In 1996-1997 and 2004-2005 he served as a
senior Fulbright lecturer at Bilkent University in Ankara,
Turkey.

His publications include The Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, The Dictionary of Cleveland
Biography, and Cleveland: A Tradition of Reform, which he co-edited with the late Dr. David
D. Van Tassel. He is the author of Sports in Cleveland: An Illlustrated History and Cleveland
A to Z: Historical Essentials for Newcomers and Residents in Northeastern Ohio, and co-
author of Polish Americans and Their Communities in Cleveland. He and his wife Diane are
the authors of Cleveland: A History in Motion, and Cleveland: Then and Now. They, along
with Professor David Hammack, are the editors of /dentity, Conflict & Cooperation: Central
Europeans in Cleveland, 1850-1930. His most recent works include a history of Bilkent
University, Cleveland Jews and the Making of a Midwestern Community which he co-edited
with Dr. Sean Martin, and Cleveland’s Cultural Gardens: A Landscape of Diversity, which he
authored in partnership with photographer Lauren Pacini.



