FYS Draft Syllabus – 8-5-01

Example of a First-Year Seminar

"Life of the Mind"

Overview:


The purpose of this outline is to provide an example of a potential First Year Seminar (FYS). The outline is not intended to be a final course plan.  In general, the structure will be well defined initially with all FYS groups following the same plan but as the semester continues, each FYS instructor/group is given more autonomy to take the course in a desired direction.  Online modules on Information Literacy and Ethics will be provided and all instructors will be required to incorporate these modules into their courses but the timing will be flexible.  Instructors will be provided with a great deal of optional resource material to use at their discretion.  For example, suggestions for class exercises, homework assignments and class field trips will be provided for each section of the course.  Although the FYS groups may differ slightly in content as they pursue different tangents of the course, the amount and nature of the final graded writing assignments will be constant across all sections.  The goal for this structure is to provide a common experience for all first year students while allowing flexibility for the instructors to exercise creativity.  

All first-year students during the fall semester will be assigned to a FYS group of 15-20 students from the same residence hall with an effort to include a diverse group of students within each group (ethnicity, field of study, geography, gender).  Subsets of groups will be formed with a common meeting time so that several groups can occasionally interact and meet together.  Groups will rotate through different designated FYS classrooms located at various institutions around University Circle (CWRU, Museum of Art, Western Reserve Historical Society, Natural History Museum, etc…) so that each group will become familiar with at least two different neighboring institutions outside of CWRU.  The first time the group meets in a new classroom, part or all of that class will be spent learning about the host institution.


For each section of the course, a large group event will be held.  All of the FYS groups will attend simultaneously.  Throughout the semester a series of films and perhaps dramatic performances relevant for the books/topics included in the FYS will be scheduled (all FYS students can attend free of charge).  If appropriate events are scheduled at other institutions in the community, these events may also be incorporated into the course. 

Textbooks:

1. Troyka, Lynn.  Quick Access:  A reference for writers, 3rd Ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 2001.

2. Sacks, Oliver.  An Anthropologist on Mars:  Seven Paradoxical Tales.  New York:  Random House, 1996. 

3. Anthology  - To be created from journal articles, newspaper articles, excerpts from longer works all on topics/themes related to the Sack’s book.  Some of the readings will address ethical issues and some will incorporate quantitative reasoning into the related topics.

4. Biography – Selected from a list provided to the instructor of each FYS (see some examples at the end of this document).

Requirements:

1. The FYS will be a 4-credit-hour graded course.

2. Class attendance/participation and attendance/participation in large group events will be required.

3. Approximately 18-20 pages of final writing divided into assignments across the sections of the course.  All final graded writing assignments from the FYS will become part of a Writing Portfolio. 

4. Additional homework assignments will be made including completion of online Information Literacy and Ethics modules.

Schedule

Before the first day of classes:


1)Read An Anthropologist on Mars.


2)Answer 3 short essay questions related to the book.  The essays will be turned in the first day of class.  

Two example questions:

 “Will scientists someday fully understand the human mind by studying how the brain works?  Support your answer with examples from An Anthropologist on Mars.”

“Create a definition for the word abnormal and then provide support for and challenges to your definition from An Anthropologist on Mars.”

Part I. - How the Mind Works

Week 1:

1.  Introduction to the host institution and to each other

2.  Class discussions centered around the essay question topics.

3. A brief writing assignment will be made.  

For example:   “Have your thoughts changed (on the essay questions)?  If so, describe how they have changed and why.  If not, provide additional support for your viewpoint.”


Weeks 2 – 5:

1. Each class will identify a set of 3-5 themes stemming from the Sack’s book.  Course will use the anthology to extend topics/themes begun with the Sack’s book.   At each instructor’s discretion, the entire FYS group may read selected parts of the anthology simultaneously, or small groups can be formed with each group reading a different selection, or small groups can be formed with each group member reading a different selection. 

2. A writing assignment with peer review of first drafts will be made.  Papers will focus on one of the themes identified by the class and will compare and contrast information from at least two of the anthology readings and the Sack’s book.

3. At least one film and a large group event centered around a guest speaker will occur during the first 3 –4 weeks of the semester.

Part II - How an Inspiring Mind Works


Weeks 6-10

1. Each seminar group or instructor will select a biographical or autobiographical work in order to explore a particular individual’s “life of the mind.” The list of recommended works (see suggestions below) will reflect diversity on all the following axes: ethnicity, gender, academic field, socio-economic level, and geography.

2. Each member of the group will conduct research on an aspect of the biography that will help the class understand the context within which the person lived their life.  The research will be shared with the class. 

3. A set of questions applicable to every biography on the list will be used to guide the discussion in each group.  At least one of the questions will revolve around ethics.  These questions will be used as the foundation for a writing assignment

4. Each seminar group will prepare a presentation to share with another seminar group on the biography.  Pairs of seminar groups that meet in the same time slot and have chosen different biographies will meet together for one class.

5. A selection of biographical films will be shown throughout the middle 5 weeks of the semester and students will be required to see at least one. 

Part III - How Minds Work Together 


Weeks 11-15 - The emphasis in this section is on the importance of minds working together to create knowledge.  This is the essence of a research university.  Individuals can literally work together or one person can learn from the past advances and mistakes of others. 

1. Each student will choose an area of ongoing research at CWRU in which they have an interest (A list of areas and available faculty will be provided to each FYS group.  Several students will choose the same faculty member.  Effort will be made to assemble a group of participating faculty from a wide range of disciplines across the entire campus including the professional schools).

2. Each student will read a paper written by the faculty member or selected by the faculty member and summarize the main points of the paper in writing (Again a list of papers will be provided to coincide with the list of faculty members agreeing to participate in this program.)

3. Each student will design a set of interview questions and will participate in a group interview with the faculty member and other FYS students.  The interview questions should identify key research areas of interest to the faculty member and learn what approaches are used ( learn about the process of conducting research not just factual information) as well as the specific ethical issues involved.  The interview can also address the background and career path of the faculty member.  

4. Each FYS group will create a publication with articles on the faculty member they interviewed to be shared with the group and with the rest of the university online.

5. A large group event will take place.  The president of the university will share her/his view of a research university along with a panel of faculty.

Examples of biographies (the subject is in bold type; asterisked titles seem particularly appropriate)

* Susan Quinn, Marie Curie: A Life (Perseus, 1996)

* Sayantani DasGupta, Her Own Medicine: A Woman’s Journey from Student to Doctor (Ballantine, 1999)

* Michael Paterniti, Driving Mr. Albert: A Trip across America with Einstein’s Brain (Dell, 2001) [also about Thomas Harvey, who did Einstein’s autopsy]

* Dava Sobel, Galileo’s Daughter: A Historical Memoir of Science, Faith, and Love (Penguin, 2000)

* Temple Grandin and Oliver W. Sacks, Thinking in Pictures: And Other Reports from My Life with Autism (Vintage, 1996)

* Evelyn Fox Keller, A Feeling for the Organism: The Life and Work of Barbara McClintock (W.H. Freeman & Co., 1993)

* Sylvia Nasar, A Beautiful Mind: A Biography of John Forbes Nash, Jr., Winner of the Nobel Prize in Economics, 1994 (Touchstone, 1999)

* Friedrich Nietzsche, Ecce Homo: How One Becomes What One Is
* Claudia L. Osborn, Over My Head: A Doctor’s Own Story of Head Injury from the Inside Looking Out (Andrews McMeel, 2000)

* Edward W. Said, Out of Place: A Memoir (Vintage, 2000)

* Thomas Maier, Dr. Spock: An American Life (Harcourt Brace, 1998)

* Cone, James H. Martin and Malcolm and America: A Dream or a Nightmare? (Orbis, 1992) [Malcolm X and Martin Luther King)

Hannah Arendt and Heinrich Blucher, Within Four Walls: The Correspondence of Hannah Arendt and Heinrich Blucher, 1936-68 (Harcourt Brace, 2000)

Augustine, Confessions
Nigel Barley, An Innocent Anthropologist: Notes from a Mud Hut (Waveland, 2000) [This is short and might be supplemented with another, like Malinowski’s journals.]

Rene Descartes, Discourse on Method
Bethge Eberhard, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Biography (Fortress, 2000)

Charles Darwin and Nora Barlow (ed.), The Autobiography of Charles Darwin (Norton, 1993)

Pat Shipman, The Man Who Found the Missing Link: Eugene Dubois and His Lifelong Quest to Prove Darwin Right (Simon & Schuster, 2001)

David MacEy, Frantz Fanon: A Biography (Picador, 2001) [perhaps supplemented with Frantz Fanon’s Black Skin, White Masks]

Richard P. Feynman and Edward Hutchings (ed.), “Surely You’re Joking, Mr. Feynman!” Adventures of a Curious Character (Norton 1997)

Erik Erikson, Young Man Luther: A Study in Psychoanalysis and History (Norton, 1993 repr.)

Thomas Merton, Seven Storey Mountain (Harvest, 1999 repr.)

Franco Modigliani, Adventures of an Economist (forthcoming August 2001)

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Confessions
Bertrand Russell, Autobiography of Bertrand Russell (Routledge, 2000)

The Trial and Death of Socrates (selections from relevant dialogues)

Andrew Hodges, Alan Turing: The Enigma (Walker & Co., 2000)

Roy Richard Grinker, In the Arms of Africa: The Life of Colin M. Turnbull (St. Martins, 2000)

Francis Du Plessix Gray, Simone Weil (Viking, 2001)

Elga Wasserman, The Door and the Dream: Conversations with Eminent Women in Science (Joseph Henry, 2000)

Jonathan Kozol, Amazing Grace: The Lives of Children and the Conscience of a Nation (Harper, 1996)

