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The CDC defines the term “Select Agent” as a biological agent
or toxin deemed to threaten public, animal or plant health, or
animal or plant products.  As of February 7, new regulations to
implement the Public Health and Security Bioterrorism Prepared-
ness and Response Act of 2002, regarding the possession of, access
to, and use of select agents became effective.  Amongst these
new regulations is a revised list of nationally recognized select
agents.  Furthermore, these regulations require that in order to
possess select agents, laboratories must register with the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and submit to the De-
partment of Justic the names of individuals with access to select
agents for background checks.  Additionally, those who want
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Safety Questions?
Login to:
does.cwru.edu
One of the ways in which the Depart-
ment of Occupational and Environ-
mental Safety accomplishes its mis-
sion to promote the health and safety
of the Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity community and its environment

is by maintaining its website as a resource for faculty, students,
lab volunteers, and university employees. The  website is a col-
laborative effort undertaken by the entire staff at D.O.E.S.
through which the department endeavors to give you every-

          (Continued on page 4)

New Regulations for Working with
“Select Agents”

•MORE ON SELECT
AGENTS.  See page 2.

•LOTION AND LATEX
GLOVES?  What are the
Rules?  See Page 2.

•TRAINING TIMES:
Check for the new train-
ing schedule and training
offerings. See page 3.

•FORMS, MANUALS
AND SAFETY PLANS.
See page 3.

•MORE OF WHAT YOU
CAN FIND ON THE
D.O.E.S. WEBSITE.  See
page 4.

•Do you know where to
find important safety in-
formation on the web?
See page 4.

•NEED TO FIND AN
OLD NEWSLETTER AR-
TICLE?  Dr. Goggles has
the answers...See page 5.



2

Select Agent Regulations
                                                    (Continued from page 1)

to use Select Agents for research must de-
velop biosecurity and biosafety plans, as well
as develop a system for taking inventory of
the select agents being used.  In order to use
select agents for research, laboratories must
be vigilent about recording the names of stu-
dents, employees, faculty, staff and volun-
teers who either use or have access to bio-
logical agents which pose a potential threat
to human health and safety, and must require
training in the use of such agents.

If your lab uses a select agent, you must com-
plete  a “Select Agent Registration Form” and
file it with D.O.E.S.  immediately.  The pur-
pose of this new policy is to ensure that all
federally regulated Select Agents on Case
Western Reserve University’s campus are
handled safely, secured properly, and regis-
tered accurately with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the De-
partment of Justice.   In the event that your
lab plans to use  a select agent, you must seek
approval from D.O.E.S.  There  are signifi-
cant criminal penalties that apply to indi-
viduals who attempt to circumvent the leg-
islation and for failure to comply.

The authorities are serious about these new
policies.  Recently, Dr. Thomas C. Butler, a
former Texas Tech University Professor in-
cited a bioterrorism scare after reporting  that
30 vials of  plague bacteria were missing
from his lab in January 2003.

In the end, Butler was  convicted for
mislabeling a Federal Express package that
contained plague samples and for exporting
biohazardous material to Tanzania without
the authority to do so.  Butler was also con-
victed on four other counts including theft,
embezzlement, fraud, as well as mail and

So, if you work with any select agents, com-
plete the appropriate registration form  and
FAX a copy  of it to 368-2236, and return the
original via campus mail to D.O.E.S., Service
Building, LC: 7227. While D.O.E.S. will be
sending a “Select Agent Questionnaire”and a
“Select Agent Registration Form” to every lab
twice a year, you can also find the registration
form on our website at http://does.cwru.edu.

If you have any other questions or concerns,
or for a list of nationally identified select
agents,  you can check the D.O.E.S. website
for up to date information or contact Richard
Dell at 368-5864.

wire fraud.  After his conviction, Butler agreed
to retire from the university and pay $250,000
to the school.  He also surrendered his medi-
cal license.  Butler was fined $15,000 and or-
dered to pay restitution of $38,000 by the court
and was sentenced to two years in prison.

Lotion and Latex
Gloves?
According to OSHA standard
29CFR1910.1030 (Occupational
Exposure to Bloodborne Patho-
gens), hand lotion is officially
not  considered a cosmetic and
is permitted in labs.  However,
petroleum-based hand lotions

can diminish the integrity of latex gloves.

To ensure your laboratory safety, D.O.E.S. has
compiled a list of five non-petroleum based
hand lotions which we recommend if you use
latex gloves in the laboratory: Johnson and
Johnson Baby Lotion, Cetaphil, Jason Natural
Cosmetics, Nexcare, and Keri.

Use one of the lotions listed above or check
with D.O.E.S. to make sure that your lotion
does not compromise your safety.
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Radiation (x2906)
•New Training: (check website)
•X-ray Training:  (call for times)

Chemical and Biological Safety (x2907)
•OSHA Lab Standard and Regulated
  Chemicals: Mondays 1-3:00
•Bloodborne Pathogens: Mondays 3-5:00

Please Note: Seats are limited in new train-
ing sessions, so be sure to call ahead of time
to check on the availability of a training ses-
sion.

•All online training is available at
  http:// does.cwru.edu and ALL training (ex-
 cept X-ray) is REQUIRED ANNUALLY
and all re-training (except regulated
chemicals) is available online.  Check our
website for updates.

 TRAINING SCHEDULE

                   Radiation
                   Safety
                   Online
                                      The newest online
                                      research specific to
                                      Radiation Safety is
                                      our new Radiation
Safety Online Database.  It offers lab-spe-
cific, up-to-date information.  You can look
up such information as:

• Lab worker list and training dates
• Isotope inventory and possession limits
• Laboratory locations and status
• Radiation meter calibration dates
• Sealed source information
• Active RAM inventory

To log on, use your AU number and pass-
word.  If you need your password, e-mail
us at does@po.cwru.edu or call x2906.

Safety Plans: Does Your
Lab Need a HazComm, Chemi-
cal Hygiene, or Exposure Con-
trol Plan?

From the D.O.E.S. main page, follow the link
for “Forms/Manuals” to find a plethora of im-
portant Chemical Safety and Radiation Safety
materials.  Of great importance are the docu-
ments which allow you to detail the safety pro-
cedures in use in your specific laboratory: The
Chemical Hygiene Plan, Hazardous Commu-
nications Plan, and the Exposure Control Plan
for Bloodborne Pathogens.  The goal of these
documents is to provide the necessary guid-
ance to the employees required to maintain a
safe work environment through the avoidance
of physical and health hazards related to work-
ing with chemicals and bloodborne pathogens.
These forms should be completed by the lab PI
and returned to the D.O.E.S. office, as well as
provided to the laboratory staff.

Please note an important distinction between
the Chemical Hygiene Plan and the Hazard-
ous Communications Plan.  The Chemical Hy-
giene Plan only applies to your lab environ-
ment if your laboratory meets the following
four criteria: Chemical manipulations are car-
ried out on a “laboratory scale”; multiple
chemical procedures are used; the procedures
involved are not part of a production process,
nor in any way simulate a production process;
and “protective laboratory practices and equip-
ment” are available and in common use to mini-
mize the potential for employee exposure to
hazardous chemicals.  If your lab does not meet
all of the above criteria, please refer to the Haz-
ardous Communications Plan.

The Hazardous Communications Plan applies
to laboratories that use only commercial prod-
ucts or small amounts of chemicals in a non-
                           (See Manuals and Forms Online on page 4)
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Login to does.cwru.edu
                                                (Continued from page 1)

thing from basic safety instructions to the
most up to date safety information at your
fingertips.

For example, the D.O.E.S. website presents
Material Safety Data Sheets on current con-
struction projects as well as announcements
about new Emergency Evacuation Plans and
opportunities for retraining online.  Did you
know, for instance, that if you have ques-
tions about biohood testing, service, or need
to send results, you should call D.O.E.S. or
email us at does@po.cwru.edu?

Additionally, the D.O.E.S. website is  a con-
venient location for accessing safety manu-
als, including Biological Safety, Chemical
Safety, Radiation Safety, and Physical Safety
manuals.  You can also access order forms
and inventory forms from our website.  You
can even complete most of your required re-
training online at the D.O.E.S. website.
Login and explore the possibilities.

Manuals and Forms
Online
                                                    (Continued from page 3)

laboratory use.  This plan (the HazComm
Plan) also applies to non-laboratory em-
ployees who may be exposed to hazardous
chemicals in the course of their work, both
in normal conditions and emergecies, as
well as to consumer products when not
used in the same frequency and volume as
the consumer.

Other important documents  available
online include the following manuals: Ra-
diation Safety, Radiation Safety Training,
Laboratory Safety, and Physical Safety.
Among a myriad of other important docu-
ments provided via this link on the D.O.E.S.
website, you will also find the following
forms: Caution Sign and Label Order Form,
Select Agents Registration Form, Select
Agents Background Check Form, Destruc-
tion of Select Agents Form, Environmental
Release Form, and the Lost Dosimetry (Ring
or Badge) Form.

Radiation News:
Half-Life Calculation

Have you taken the radioactive decay of the isotopes in your lab into consideration?  If
not, you might find that the activity of the waste in your lab is higher than what you
have in your inventory.  To correct this problem, be sure to calculate the activity of the
isotope based on the half-life and the length of time that the isotope has been in the
laboratory.

The half-life of an isotope is the amount of time it takes the activity to decrease by a
factor of two.  So, keep this calculation in mind:

N = number of half-lives

If N = 1, then the calculation is  (1/2)
If N = 2, then the calculation is  (1/2)(1/2) or 1/4
If N = 3, then the calculation is (1/2)(1/2)(1/2) or 1/6

      (Continued on page 5)
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 D.O.E.S. Staff News

Congratulations to D.O.E.S.     Safety Services Specialist I,
Madhi Fahim, who became a United States citizen on Janu-
ary 3, 2004.  “I was so impressed with the ceremony,” said
Madhi, “it was beautiful...so, so amazing.”

We are so happy for Madhi who has lived in the United States for four years and has worked
for D.O.E.S. for three years.  He says, “Since I started working here at D.O.E.S., I’ve felt at
home.”  His whole D.O.E.S. family is so glad that he is here to stay.

Dear Dr. Goggles:

I know that the past is-
sues of the newsletter are available on the
D.O.E.S. website.  Last month I searched the
website for an article I remembered about
Dirty Bombs, but it was difficult to find.
How can I find out what issues are covered
in the newsletters posted online?

--Lost on the Web

Dear Lost on the Web:

You’ll be glad to hear that D.O.E.S. recently
made some upgrades to our website.  One
of these improvements was made to the link
to the Safety Newsletters.

From now on looking for a specific article
should be a simpler task.  The headlines
from each issue are now listed below the
link to each issue of the newsletter.

You can either browse through the headlines
or you can click “Edit” and then “Find” and
then type in the title or keyword you are
looking for.  For example, type in “Dirty
Bombs” and you will find the article you
were looking for in the August/September
2002 issue.  Have fun reading those old is-
sues.
                          --Dr. Goggles

Radiation News: Half-
Life Calculation
                                                      (Continued from page 4)

To illustrate how half-life calculations work,
consider this problem:

P-32 has a half-life of 14 days.  If you receive
10 mCi of P-32 on November 1, how much
will you have left on November 29?

Because the half-life of P-32 is 14 days, by No-
vember 29, P-32 will have had two half-lives.
Calculate (1/2)(1/2) or 1/4.  10 divided by 4
is 2.5.  You will have 2.5 mCi left on Novem-
ber 29.

Additional Radiation Safety information is
available on the D.O.E.S. website.  For more
information regarding Half-Life Calculation
or to find out about information, issues, and
developments that have arisen in Radiation
Safety in the last year, see the Case Western
Reserve University Radiation Safety Office
Annual Laboratory Worker Refresher Train-
ing (Radiation Safety Retraining) online.
Begin at does.cwru.edu and click the link to
training.



D.O.E.S. STAFF

Dr. W. David Sedwick (wds), Director and RSO
Richard Dell (rxd7), Associate Director
Karen Janiga (kej2), Assistant RSO
Richard Harley (rxh2), Loss Prevention Specialist
Felice Thornton-Porter (fst2), Q.A. Specialist
Shirley Mele (smm5), Dept. Administrator
Gwendolyn Cox-Johnson (gxc13), Dept. Asst. II
Virginia LaGuardia (vfl), Dept. Asst. I
Elizabeth Sirkin (exs83), Technical Writer

Chemical Safety
Robert Latsch (rnl2), Specialist I
Marc Rubin (mdr6), Engineer II
Mahdi Fahim (mhf6), Specialist I
Jennifer Bambeck (jab41), Specialist I
Bill Cummins, (whc7), Plant Safety Specialist I
Greg Clark (gac7), Specialist I

Radiation Safety
Yelena Neyman (yxt13), Specialist I
Joanna Bielawski (jxb153), Specialist I
Henry Wayne Justice (hwj), Specialist I
Cheng Zhou (cxz16), Specialist I
Ed Traverso (ejt), Specialist II
Arif Peshimam (azp1), Specialist I
Jennifer Ress (jtr10), Specialist I

Department of Occupational and Environmental Safety        Case Western Reserve University
(216) 368-2906/2907    FAX:  (216) 368-2236

                                       (E-mail) does@po.cwru.edu   (WWW) http://does.cwru.edu


