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 RESPIRATOR CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has developed and enforces the standards regulating respirator use in the workplace.  To comply with these regulations, certain requirements must be met before an individual can use a respirator.  The university also institutes policies regarding respirator usage that are as stringent as the OSHA requirements.  

The advantage of wearing a properly selected and fitted respirator is that it can provide effective protection against respiratory hazards.  A disadvantage of using many respirators is that it does put a strain on the user by adding breathing resistance, additional weight, and decreasing body heat dissipation.  OSHA recognizes some employees may voluntarily request a respirator, although it is not required by the employer or for protection against overexposure---these cases must be evaluated by calling the Department of Occupational and Environmental Safety (DOES) at 368-2907.

The general steps necessary to use a respirator at CASE are:

1. Obtain a Medical Evaluation:  

All potential respirator users must complete a medical questionnaire equivalent to that found in the OSHA respirator standard, 29CFR 1910.134.  Questionnaires are available from our website at http://does.case.edu or at the DOES office located in the Service Building 1st floor.
The completed questionnaire is taken to Health Services where an appointment for a physical examination must be made with Lois Wells (368-2745 ).

Upon completion of the physical, a determination of whether the individual is physically capable of wearing a respirator is sent to Safety Services.  This respirator certification is usually sent by mail, however, if the individual wishes to expedite the process they can deliver it directly to the DOES office.
2. Successfully Complete Training:
Respirator Training is held in the DOES conference room located in the Service Building, 1st floor.  Training class is approximately 1/2 hour. Annual retraining can be done through our website at http://does.case.edu.

3. Be Properly Fit Tested:
This is a series of exercises that you perform while wearing a respirator to determine comfort, the fit of the respirator to your face and to ascertain which respirator is best for the individual.   Average time required for a fit test is between 30 to 45 minutes.

4. Annual Certification

A follow up physical, training, and fit test must be performed annually.  Contact DOES at 368-2907 for the follow up physical form.  Training may be completed online.
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