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June 3, 2017 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A MINOR PROGRAM 
IN BIOETHICS AND MEDICAL HUMANITIES 

 
 WHEREAS, Article II, Section 1 of the By-Laws of Case Western Reserve University (the 
“University”) states, in relevant part, that the Board of Trustees shall oversee the educational programs 
of the University; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the charge for the Faculty Senate Committee on Undergraduate Education (the 
“Committee”) states, in relevant part, that the Committee shall review and make recommendations to 
the Faculty Senate with respect to undergraduate degree programs at the University, and the 
Committee voted at its March 21, 2017 meeting to recommend the Minor in Bioethics and Medical 
Humanities to the Faculty Senate; and 
 

WHEREAS, Article V, Section A, Par. 2 of the Constitution of the University Faculty states 
in relevant part that the Faculty Senate shall make recommendations to the President for consideration 
and transmittal to the Board of Trustees with respect to policies governing standards for curricula and 
content of all degree programs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at its meeting on April 27, 2017, the Faculty Senate voted to recommend the 
Minor in Bioethics and Medical Humanities to the President for consideration and transmittal to the 
Board of Trustees. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  
the Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees of 
the University approves the establishment of,  and 
authorizes the University to take and to oversee all 
necessary actions in order to create, the Minor in 
Bioethics and Medical Humanities. 

 
 

 APPROVED by the 
Case Western Reserve University 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Elizabeth J. Keefer 

SECRETARY OF THE CORPORATION 
 



Mark P. Aulisio, PhD
Susan E. Watson Professor and Chair 

Eileen P. Anderson-Fye, EdD
Associate Professor 

Department of Bioethics

Bioethics & Medical 
Humanities Minor



THINK…Student-driven 
minor
• In 2015, a first-year 

student initiated an 
undergraduate poll

• 297 respondents in 3 
days

• 60% pre-health

Yes
n=198

No 
n=99

Would you be interested in having a 
Bioethics and Medical Humanities 

Minor at CWRU?



THINK…
Undergraduate programs in field of Bioethics and 
Medical Humanities in the U.S.

National data

Berry, Lamb & Jones, 2016



THINK…
Benefits 

• Performance 
• Specialty choice 
• Interpersonal skills
• Leadership and service

Berry, Lamb & Jones, 2016



Thank you!
Questions?

Comments?



THINK…Content
• 15 credit hours total
• 9 credit hours involving 3 of 4 (below)

• BETH210, Perspectives on Health: Introduction to 
Medical Humanities and Social Medicine

• BETH271, Bioethics: Dilemmas
• BETH360, Science and Society
• BETH371, Advanced Bioethics

• 6 credit hours of electives (see full proposal 
including offerings from History, English, and Philosophy) 

Other optional activities including thriving undergraduate 
group, activities with MA students, etc.
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