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Important notes on this guideImportant notes on this guide
This is an  introductory guide to the common This is an  introductory guide to the common 
grassland plant species of University farm.grassland plant species of University farm.
It lists the species most commonly present in It lists the species most commonly present in 
research fields 8 and 9, and attempts to provide research fields 8 and 9, and attempts to provide 
baseline information that will be useful to anyone baseline information that will be useful to anyone 
wishing to learn more about the grassland plants wishing to learn more about the grassland plants 
found here. found here. 
Note that several members of the Family Note that several members of the Family PoaceaePoaceae
may occur in Field 8, though the species present may occur in Field 8, though the species present 
have not been identified.have not been identified.
Make sure you have a good field guide in hand Make sure you have a good field guide in hand 
before setting off to discover the grassland plants of before setting off to discover the grassland plants of 
the farm!the farm!



PolytrichumPolytrichum communecommune
HaircapHaircap Moss

Field 9

Moss
ClassClass BryopsidaBryopsida

OrderOrder PolytrichalesPolytrichales
FamilyFamily PolytrichaceaePolytrichaceae

Leaves:Leaves: lanceolatelanceolate; to 1 ; to 1 
cm longcm long
SporophytesSporophytes: long, wiry, : long, wiry, 
upright stalk with upright stalk with 
horizontal capsuleshorizontal capsules
Height: to 15 cm tall USDA NRCS PLANTS DatabaseHeight: to 15 cm tall



JuncusJuncus tenuistenuis
Path Rush

Fields 8 & 9

Path Rush
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily JuncaceaeJuncaceae

Leaves:Leaves: grasslikegrasslike;;
evergreen; sheath around evergreen; sheath around 
stem; occur in a basal stem; occur in a basal 
tufttuft
Seed Head: brown; dense Seed Head: brown; dense 
corymbcorymb at top of stemat top of stem
Height: to 3mHeight: to 3m

http://www.ernstseed.com/Catalog/
objects/PG%2037-B.jpg USDA NRCS PLANTS Database



CarexCarex vulpinoideavulpinoidea
Fox Sedge

Fields 8 & 9

Fox Sedge
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily CyperaceaeCyperaceae

Leaves: long; narrow; Leaves: long; narrow; 
form a closed sheath form a closed sheath 
around the stem; 3around the stem; 3--
ranked (come off of stem ranked (come off of stem 
at 3 different angles)at 3 different angles)
Seed Head: arranged in Seed Head: arranged in 
spikes of alternating spikes of alternating 
clustersclusters
Stem: triangular; solid

USDA NRCS PLANTS Database

Stem: triangular; solid



AndropogonAndropogon virginicusvirginicus
BroomsedgeBroomsedge bluestem

Field 9

bluestem
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
form an unclosed sheath form an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
ranked (come off of stem ranked (come off of stem 
at 2 different angles)at 2 different angles)
Seed Head: 3 projectionsSeed Head: 3 projections
Stem: blue/purple Stem: blue/purple 
circular; hollow at circular; hollow at 
internodes

USDA NRCS PLANTS Database

internodes



SetariaSetaria glaucaglauca
Yellow Foxtail Grass

Field 9

Yellow Foxtail Grass
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and very Leaves: long and very 
thin; form an unclosed thin; form an unclosed 
sheath around the stem; sheath around the stem; 
22--rankedranked
Seed Head: dense, hairy Seed Head: dense, hairy 
paniclepanicle
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodes

Introduced

USDA NRCS PLANTS Database

internodes



PanicumPanicum dichotomiflorumdichotomiflorum
FallFall Panicgrass

Field 9

Panicgrass
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
prominent midrib; form prominent midrib; form 
an unclosed sheath an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
rankedranked
Flowers: broad panicleFlowers: broad panicle
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodes

USDA NRCS PLANTS Database

internodes



DigitariaDigitaria sanguinalissanguinalis
Common Crabgrass

Field 8

Common Crabgrass
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
form an unclosed sheath form an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
rankedranked
Flowers: long; fingerFlowers: long; finger--likelike
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodes

Introduced

internodes
USDA NRCS PLANTS Database



LeersiaLeersia oryzoidesoryzoides
Rice Cutgrass

Field 9

Rice Cutgrass
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
form an unclosed sheath form an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
ranked; abrasive ranked; abrasive 
Flowers: open panicleFlowers: open panicle
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodes

USDA NRCS PLANTS Database

internodes



PhleumPhleum pratensepratense
Common Timothy

Field 9

Common Timothy
Introduced

ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida
OrderOrder PoalesPoales

FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
form an unclosed sheath form an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
rankedranked
Flowers: tight, solitary, Flowers: tight, solitary, 
narrow apical spikesnarrow apical spikes
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodesinternodes USDA NRCS PLANTS Database



AgrostisAgrostis albaalba
Redtop Bent

Field 9

Redtop Bent
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
form an unclosed sheath form an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
ranked; distinct veinsranked; distinct veins
Flowers: pyramidal Flowers: pyramidal 
paniclepanicle
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodes

Introduced

internodes USDA NRCS PLANTS Database



HolcusHolcus lanatuslanatus
Velvet Grass

Field 9

Velvet Grass
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
form an unclosed sheath form an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
ranked; have a ranked; have a ““softsoft””
appearanceappearance
Flowers: dense, feathery Flowers: dense, feathery 
clustersclusters
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodes

Introduced

internodes USDA NRCS PLANTS Database



DactylisDactylis glomerataglomerata
Orchardgrass

Field 9

Orchardgrass
ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida

OrderOrder PoalesPoales
FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and Leaves: long and 
relatively broad for a relatively broad for a 
grass; form an unclosed grass; form an unclosed 
sheath around the stem; sheath around the stem; 
22--rankedranked
Flowers: tufted panicleFlowers: tufted panicle
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodes

Introduced

USDA NRCS PLANTS Database

internodes



BromusBromus inermisinermis
SmoothSmooth BromegrassBromegrass

ClassClass LiliopsidaLiliopsida
OrderOrder PoalesPoales

FamilyFamily PoaceaePoaceae

Leaves: long and thin; Leaves: long and thin; 
form an unclosed sheath form an unclosed sheath 
around the stem; 2around the stem; 2--
rankedranked
Flowers: loose, nodding Flowers: loose, nodding 
paniclepanicle
Stem: circular; hollow at Stem: circular; hollow at 
internodesinternodes USDA NRCS PLANTS Database

Introduced

Field 9


