Friday June 5, 2020
Dear Mayor Jackson,
We write to you in frustration and disappointment following years of tragedy and ineffective
action by your administration. In 2014, after a Cleveland Division of Police (“CDP”) officer fatally shot
twelve-year-old Tamir Rice, Cleveland agreed to a federal consent decree.1 While that consent decree has
led to some minor improvements, they are not enough. Your administration has failed to make
meaningful changes to Cleveland’s broken policing system. This failure was laid bare when an off-duty
CDP officer shot and killed Desmond Franklin in a moving car on April 9, 2020.2 We stand in solidarity
with Desmond’s family and the Black communities of our City.
On May 30, 2020, peaceful protesters gathered in downtown Cleveland to exhibit their grief and
to demand justice for Desmond Franklin, George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery among
others. Your joint statement with Chief Williams assured citizens that they would be protected while they
were expressing their constitutional rights.3 CDP, however, confronted those protestors with violent
force—failing to distinguish between peaceful and non-peaceful protesters.4 CDP employed
disproportionate force when they indiscriminately used tear gas, rubber bullets, and pepper spray on
protesters.5
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The law students of Northeast Ohio have listened patiently for years, recognizing that change will
not come overnight. But we cannot wait any longer for justice; we are compelled to speak now. Your
administration must take action for the sake of the citizens of Cleveland. This letter is merely the
beginning of our commitment to improve the standard of living for all citizens in our City.
We demand that your administration take immediate action to:
-

-

-

Identify and bring disciplinary or criminal actions against police officers who have used
aggressive and excessive force—including against the officer who shot Desmond Franklin;
Direct the CDP to stop using tear gas, non-lethal bullets, and other violent methods of crowd
control, especially against non-violent protestors;
Eliminate curfews as a method of preventing peaceful protestors from expressing their
constitutional right to protest;
Halt CDP budget increases and release a plan to gradually reduce CDP’s budget while allocating
those funds to Cleveland’s most vulnerable citizens—such as the Cleveland Metropolitan School
District;
Require CDP officers to exhaust all means of de-escalation before using lethal force, and
implement Campaign Zero’s recommended policies (as laid out in its 2016 Police Use of Force
Policy Analysis);6
Refrain from purchasing military-grade equipment (such as purchases under the Department of
Defense’s 1033 Program);7 and
Implement a civilian review board to review all uses of force and police misconduct—especially
officer-involved shootings and deaths.

We look forward to working with you towards implementing these demands. Further, we ask that you
provide a public response within 48 hours of your receipt of this letter.
In solidarity,
Student Bar Association of Case Western Reserve University School of Law
Student Bar Association of Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
Student Bar Association of University of Akron School of Law8
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