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EDUCATION 

 
Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, Case Western Reserve University School of Law 

 
Master of Science, School Psychology, Northeastern University 

 

Master of Arts, Higher Education Administration, Columbia University 

 

Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, Humanities, Providence College 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 

Case Western Reserve University School of Law 

Associate Professor of Lawyering Skills (2025 – Present); Director of Academic 

Support (2018 – 2025); Assistant Professor (2022 – 2025); Instructor of Law (2018 – 

2022) 

Courses:  

     Criminal Law (2021 – Present): Course focuses on general doctrines and purposes  

     of substantive criminal law through a study of the common law and statutes.  

     Topic covered include: theories of punishment; defining wrongful acts (actus  

     reus); culpable mental states (mens rea); statute statutory interpretation;    

     homicide crimes; and affirmative criminal defenses. 

 

     Professional Responsibility (2017 – Present): Course focuses on developing an  

     understanding of attorneys’ ethical duties through the study of the Model Rules  

     of Professional Conduct.  

 

     Entering the Profession (2017 – Present): Course is designed to help students pass  

     the bar exam, with a focus on familiarizing students with the bar-exam platform,  

       honing foundational legal skills, and developing bar-exam study and test- 

       taking strategies. 

      

     Legal Analysis & Problem Solving (2019 – 2025): Course focuses on improving  

     students’ fundamental legal skills and study skills, using property crimes and non- 

     homicide crimes against the person for achieving these objectives. 

 

     

 



 

     Race, Law, & Society (2022-2023): Section focused on contrasting philosophies  

     of punishment for Native Americans and American Colonists through the study of  

     Covered with Night, by Nicole Eustace 

 

Intensive Programs: “JumpStart” Program (for incoming 1Ls), co-creator and 

instructor; 1L Legal Skills Workshops; Post-Graduation Bar Exam Preparation 

 

Law Faculty Committees and Service: 

     Appeals & Rules Committee (2018 – 2020; 2022 – present) 

     Curriculum Committee (2025 – present) 

     Bar Passage Committee (2025 – present) 

     Admissions Committee (2018 – 2019; 2024 – 2025) 

     Ad hoc Bar Passage Committee (2024 – 2025) 

     Building & Library Committee (2019 – 2020) 

     Law Faculty Secretary (2020 – 2022) 

     Faculty Mentor 

     Faculty Advisor:  

          -Delta Theta Phi, CWRU chapter (2020 – present) 

          -Muslim Law Student Association (2021 – present) 

 

University Committees and Service: 

  Faculty Senator (2019 – 2022) 

  Faculty Senate Committee on Faculty Compensation (2021 – Present) 

  University Fringe Benefits Committee (2021 – Present) 

 

 

Academic Support Postdoc Fellow, 2016 – 2018 

Courses: Professional Responsibility; Entering the Profession 

Committees and Service: Ad hoc Bar Pass Committee (2017); ad hoc Academic 

Support Committee (2017); Tobacco Free Campus Committee: Monitoring, 

Compliance, & Safety Subcommittee (2016 – 2018) 

 

AWARDS, HONORS, AND MEMBERSHIP IN HONORARY SOCIETIES 
 

CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY 

▪ Order of the Coif (top 10% class rank), 2014 

▪ CALI Excellence for the Future Award in Evidence, 2014 

▪ Sidney H. Moss Award, 2014 

▪ CALI Excellence for the Future Award in Constitutional Law Seminar, 2013 

▪ Distinguished Scholar Award (merit scholarship), 2011 – 2014 

 

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 

▪ Dean’s Scholarship, 2006 – 2007 

▪ Perfect Academic Record (4.0 GPA), 2006 – 2007 

 

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE 

▪ René E. Fortin Essay Award, Nominee, 1999 
 



 

PUBLICATIONS  
 
Jessica Blom-Hoffman, Kaila Wilcox, Liam Dunn, Scott Leff, and T.J. Power, 

Family Involvement in School-Based Health Promotion: Bringing Nutrition 
Information Home.  SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY REVIEW 4, 567-577 (2008). 

 
 

 

ACADEMIC LECTURES & PRESENTATIONS 
 
“How to Read, Analyze, and Brief a Legal Opinion,” BGSU Pre-Law Virtual Camp, 

Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, June 28, 2022. 
 

“Implementing an Effective Diversity & Inclusion Program at Your Law School,” 
Association of Academic Support Educators National Conference, Texas A&M 
University School of Law, Fort Worth, TX, May 25, 2017. 

 
Panelist, “Hearing Procedures and Evidentiary Issues in Sexual Assault Cases,” 

Tennessee Journal of Race, Gender, & Social Justice, Title IX: History, Legacy, 
& Controversy Conference, University of Tennessee College of Law, Knoxville, 
TN, March 2, 2017. 

 
“No Good Deed Goes Unpunished: How the Noble Cause of Seizing Underwater 

Mortgages Through Eminent Domain Is Unconstitutional,” Research 
ShowCASE, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH, April 18, 2014 

 
 
 

 
MEDIA 

 
Citations 

 

Melissa Heelan, Popularity of Venmo, Other Apps Prompt Questions for Lawyer 
Use, BLOOMBERG LAW, May 14, 2021. 
 
 
 

EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Journals 

 
Associate Editor, Canada-United States Law Journal, 2012 – 2013 

 

Executive Editor, Canada-United States Law Journal, 2013 – 2014 

 

 

 



 

LEGAL WORK EXPERIENCE 

 
ACLU of Ohio, Cleveland, Ohio 

Volunteer Attorney, 2016 – 2022 

• Conducted research and drafted internal memoranda on abortion laws, regulations, and 

legislation 

• Gave presentations on citizens’4th Amendment rights 

 

Ulmer & Berne, LLP, Cleveland, Ohio 

Associate Attorney, 2014 – 2016 

• Represented a wide variety of clients in complex commercial litigation, including breach of 

contract, consumer finance, fiduciary duties, trademark infringement and false advertisement, 

and employment discrimination matters 

• Responsibilities included drafting complaints & answers, motions to dismiss, summary 

judgments, briefs, and discovery requests & responses; communicating directly with clients to 

update them on pending matters and to provide legal advice; arguing motions and expungement 

hearings before FINRA panels 

 

The J.M. Smucker Company, Orrville, Ohio 

Law Clerk, 2013 

• Conducted research and drafted legal memoranda for pending litigation 

• Provided legal advice to various departments via internal memoranda, presentations, and in-

person consultations 
 

United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio, Cleveland, Ohio 

Judicial Extern for the Honorable Judge Donald Nugent, 2012 

• Drafted opinions and orders for cases; adopted magistrate Reports and Recommendations into 

bench orders 

• Observed criminal and civil trials; attended pre-trial conferences, sentencing hearings, and 

arraignments 

 

 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS AND PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 

Admissions 

Ohio – 2014 

United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio – 2015 

 

Memberships 

Association of Academic Support Educators (AASE) 

Ohio State Bar Association 

 


