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where readers
meet writers.

KeyBank is a proud sponsor of
The William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series.

We hope you enjoy tonight’s discussion with Anthony Doerr.
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on a successful 2021-2022 Writers Center Stage Series!



ANTHONY DOERR

Since his first collection of stories — The Shell Collector — was

released in 2002, Anthony Doerr has become known for lyricism

and gift for powerful metaphors. The New York Times best-seller
of All The Light We Cannot See won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction,
the Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction, and was a finalist for
the National Book Award. All The Light We Cannot See spent more
than three and a half years on The New York Times' best-seller
list. In September 2021, Doerr released a new novel, Cloud Cuckoo
Land. This historical fiction novel is about children on the cusp of

adulthood in a broken world.

INTRODUCTION

KIMBERLY K. EMMONS

Kimberly K. Emmons is Associate Professor of English and Director of the Writing Program at Case Western
Reserve University. In 2018, she became the first woman to be awarded the Oviatt Professorship in English,
the university’s oldest surviving endowed chair, which was established in 1837. As a scholar of medical
rhetoric, Dr. Emmons investigates the role of language in shaping health and illness experiences. In her
monograph Black Dogs and Blue Words: Depression and Gender in the Age of Self-Care, she draws on a variety of texts: from
direct to consumer advertisements to medical diagnostic rubrics, from memoirs to self-help literature. She argues that what we
say about illnesses such as depression defines who is recognizably “sick” and what sorts of treatments they are offered. More
importantly, she argues that rhetorical reading strategies are essential in a world where patients seeking medical advice from
their doctors are already primed to perform particular illness identities. Practicing a “rhetorical care of the self” is a necessary
response to the proliferation of self-diagnostic tools such as health quizzes, online symptom trackers, and the ubiquitous
“wellness monitoring” available on our electronic devices.

As a teacher and writing program administrator, Dr. Emmons celebrates the ways that writing is at the heart of everything
universities do: it enables the scholarly exchange of ideas; it facilitates civic and professional participation; it inspires
creativity and innovation. Building on this idea, Dr. Emmons and her colleagues in the English department established Writers
House, which is located in the historic Bellflower Hall on Case Western Reserve’s campus. Writers House serves as a hub for

all kinds of writing on campus and in the community. It welcomes student writing groups; sponsors a variety of poetry, fiction,
and nonfiction workshops; hosts short-term visiting writers in residence; and celebrates the power of writing to bring people
together. As a “maker space” for writing, Writers House is also home to the Writing Resource Center, which offers individual
consultations and academic writing workshops, and the New Gutenberg Annex, a moveable type print lab and book arts
workshop. As a place and an idea, Writers House inspires creativity and serves as a gathering place for a diverse and inclusive
community of writers.
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What’s your story?

At Ulmer, we know that great libraries build strong communities. We are
proud to support the William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series and

the Cuyahoga County Public Library in its efforts to enhance community life
through reading, lifelong learmning, and civic engagement, and to help people
discover new ideas to shape their own stories.
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Bringing words to life.

Sherwin-Williams is proud to support
the Cuyahoga County Public Library
and Writers Center Stage.
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EMPOWERMENT

The best gift you could give yourc

SIGNATURE APPROACH

At Hathaway Brown, girls become their best selves
as we prepare them not for school, but for life.

Our Signature Approach empowers high-performing
students with our distinguished academics and
experiential learning.

Now accepting applications.
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Going the
distance for our
communities.

At Dominion Energy Ohio, going the
distance for our customers means more
than just delivering safe, affordable
natural gas. It means being a positive
force in the communities we serve. Our
EnergyShare® program has raised $8
million and helped more than 85,000
people in Ohio alone. These resources,
combined with more than 1,200
volunteer hours from our employees,
have benefited organizations as diverse
as the American Red Cross, the Greater
Cleveland Urban League, the Ohio
& Erie Canalway Coalition and The
Salvation Army.
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Actions Speak Louder

“The only thing
you absolutely
have to know is
the location of
the library.”

— Albert Einstein
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CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (TRI-C®)
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“The library was the place

I went to find out what
there was to know. It was

absolutely essential.”
Zadie Smith

Supporting the future of our Library through the
William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage and the
Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation.

Sari Feldman and Matt O'Dwyer
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Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation

Individuals who make a commitment to the Cuyahoga County Public Library
Foundation’s future through a bequest or planned gift become members

of the 1922 Society, named for the year CCPL was established. One of the
easiest, most meaningful and enduring planned gifts an individual can
make is a bequest to the CCPL Foundation in their will. Other legacy gifts
are qualified retirement plans, life insurance policies, trusts, gift annuities or

pooled income funds.

Your planned gift will be multiplied with gifts from other individuals and
families to benefit programs and services available in all the branches. The
new Sari Feldman Fund of the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation
will support innovative programs and services that enhance library learning
experiences throughout the CCPL system. These are library programs

that secure CCPL’s standing as one of the nation’s leading public library
systems but cannot be sustained through general operating funds alone.
All unrestricted planned gifts given to the Cuyahoga County Public Library
Foundation will help grow the Sari Feldman Fund to support continued and

new programming.

1922 Society members will receive special access to exclusive author events,
and will be publicly recognized in branches and Library publications. When
the time is right for you to include a charitable gift in your estate plan,
please remember the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and
know your legacy will make a difference for your community.

For more information, please contact Bridget Hawes at 216.749.9475 or

bhawes@cuyahogallibrary.org.
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Janet AuWerter

Nancy Barnes
Caroline Borrow, PhD
Monica K. Brown, Vice Chair
Helen Rankin Butler
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Quo Vadis Cobb
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Tracy Strobel, President

To empower individuals and communities by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dean E. DePiero, President

Allyn A. Davies, Vice President

Maria L. Spangler, Secretary

Edward H. Blakemore, Trustee
William J. Leonard, Trustee
Patricia A. Shlonsky, Trustee
Amira K. Thomas, Trustee
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The 2021-22 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series is
presented by the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation

and our Academic Partner, Case Western Reserve University.
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Hillary Walker

Special Event Coordinator
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Bridget Hawes
Development Director
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ANTHONY DOERR

UNIVERSITY SCHOOL CLASS OF 1991

ON THE SUCCESS OF
CLOUD CUCKOO LAND

UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL

www.us.edu

Literature illuminates the human experience. It connects us to each other, brings us closer, and
reminds us of the incredible heights we're capable of reaching. So from all of us at Huntington, a
big thank you to Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation for reminding us how brightly we
all can shine.

Member FDIC.®®, Huntington® and ® Huntington. Welcome.® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.
©2021 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.




EIGHTEENTH
2021

WILLIAM N. SKIRBALL

WRITERS

CENTER STAGE

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 Tuesday, October 12, 2021

Tuesday, November 9, 2021

NEW
“sags® | DATE

Monday, May 2, 2022 Thursday, June 23, 2022

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

The 2021-22 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series is presented by

the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and our academic partner, Case Western Reserve University.

PAST SPEAKERS

2004
SEAMUS HEANEY

2004 - 2005
CALVIN TRILLIN
SUZAN-LORI PARKS
FRANCES MAYES
E.L.DOCTOROW

2005 - 2006
PAT CONRQY

ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH
JANE SMILEY
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2006 - 2007
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AMY TAN
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2007 - 2008
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RUSSELL BANKS &
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MICHAEL CHABON &
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ZADIE SMITH
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LAWRENCE WRIGHT
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ALISON BECHDEL
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2017 - 2018

COLSON WHITEHEAD

PATTI SMITH IN
CONVERSATION WITH
MAUREEN CORRIGAN
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DAVID GRANN

JOHN IRVING

2018 - 2019
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2019 - 2020
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2020 - 2021
MADELINE MILLER
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BRIT BENNETT
TARA WESTOVER &
TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS
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As a frequent library patron wherever we have

lived, | was delighted to learn that Northeast ! l
Ohio is home to the nation’s finest public

library system—and the Writers Center

Stage Series.

@>
Reading about its previous authors brought L @

tears to my eyes as | realized what | had l
missed, but | join you in excitement for the >
joys we have to look forward to this season.

It is my honor to welcome you to
Case Western Reserve as we experience
these great conversations together.

—Karen Kaler Karen and her husband, Eric Kaler, President of
, , Case Western Reserve University.
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