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At University School, each boy is inspired and mentored to build 
his personal strengths, harness his natural talents, and forge his 
own path to success and fulfillment.

JOIN US FOR AN APRIL EVENT!
Learn more at www.us.edu/visit

Best K-12
Private School  
in Ohio

#1
For boys, Junior K-12 

FREEDOM TO 

CREATE AND 

INNOVATE.



ELIF BATUMAN & GARY SHTEYNGART

INTRODUCTION
LISA CYNAMON MAYERS
Lisa Cynamon Mayers is a Senior Admissions Consultant with Road to College, a boutique 
college admissions consulting firm. Lisa is very passionate about promoting literacy and 
developing a love of reading in children and adults. She is highly involved with the Cuyahoga 
County Public Library, serving as a Foundation Board member and the Chair of the Special 
Events Committee. She is the Mandel JCC Cleveland Jewish Book Festival co-chair and the Vice 
President of Membership for the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW). Lisa graduated 
in 2004 from Case Western Reserve University with a Masters of Arts in History. She currently 
resides in Beachwood with her husband and two teenage daughters.
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MAKE ROOM FOR ALL OF YOU

CALIFORNIACLOSETS.COM  

WOODMERE     28000 CHAGRIN BLVD     2 1 6 .741 . 9 0 0 0  

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR  
COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION
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Elif Batuman’s writing has been described as witty 
and concise. Her critically acclaimed collection, 

The Possessed: Adventures with Russian 
Books and the People Who Read Them, was 
a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle 
Award and the New York Times praises the 
book as “hilarious, wide-ranging, erudite and 
memorable.” Either/Or, the much-anticipated 

sequel to Elif’s Pulitzer Prize-nominated book 
The Idiot, was released in March 2022.

The New York Times bestselling author, Gary 
Shteyngart, is known for writing satire. His first 
novel, The Russian Debutante’s Handbook, 
published in 2002, received the Stephen Crane 
Award for First Fiction and the National Jewish 
Book Award. Shteyngart’s second novel, 
Absurdistan, was named one best books of the 
year by Time, The Washington Post and the 
Chicago Tribune. His most recent novel, Our 

Country Friends, was released in November 2021.



Our collection of eBooks and 
audiobooks features thousands of 
instantly-available titles you can 
download or stream on your phone, 
tablet, or even send  
to your Kindle.

Scan to  
learn more



Best new restaurant of 2020  
by Esquire Magazine

Monday – Thursday / 4 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Friday – Saturday / 4 p.m. – 11 p.m.

12413 Cedar Road,  
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106

www.zhugcle.com

Now accepting applications. 
For more about our Learn for Life Signature 
Approach, go to www.myhbgirl.com

Or contact our admission team at  
admissions@hb.edu or 216.320.8767

At Hathaway Brown, girls become their best selves  
as we prepare them not for school, but for life.
Our Signature Approach empowers high-performing  
students with our distinguished academics and  
experiential learning.

The best gift you could give your daughter

EMPOWERMENT

Jennifer and  
Robert Hartford  

congratulate CCPL  
on its

year anniversary



1801 E 9th Street  |  Suite 1600
Cleveland, OH 44114  |  216-861-1148GriesFinancial

www.GRIES.COM

INVEST
IN YOUR OWN SUCCESS STORY

Gries Financial is proud to lend our support to  
The William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series

Helping you

2500 LAWYERS.  43 LOCATIONS.  5 CONTINENTS.  ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE.  JONESDAY.COM2400 LAWYERS.  42 LOCATIONS.  5 CONTINENTS.  ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE.®  JONESDAY.COM

Jones Day proudly supports the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and its 
efforts to help the county’s public library system provide opportunities for all to read,  
learn, create, and connect.

Why Jones Day? Binding energy, conviction, and credibility arising from shared  
professional values.

D
igital N

ew
sstand

Enjoy digital versions of your 
favorite news publications 
and magazines for FREE 
anytime, anywhere using 
your Cuyahoga County 
Public Library card. 

®

Scan to  
learn more



In Appreciation
to the staff who puts together the 

event throughout the year

NANCY & JOE
KEITHLEY

on a successful 2022-2023 Writers Center Stage Series!

     CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

CONGRATULATES

Sam and Anne-Marie Petros  
congratulate Cuyahoga County Public Library on its 100th anniversary.



Mr. Stanley* I. Adelstein and  
Mrs. Hope* S. Adelstein
Anonymous
Eva Beckerman*
Mr. Warwick A. Buer*
Lillian R. Evans*
Sari Feldman and  
Matt O’Dwyer
Louise N. Grip* 
Karl E. Gruber*
Eugene Horvath*
Dorothy D. Kleis
Norman Krejsa*
Shirley R. Kreps*
Joseph D. Kuten* and  
Ann S. Kuten*
Cyrille W. Levenson
Dorothy Maryanski*
Carolyne R. Maschuk*
Kenneth McGowan*
Sandra V. Montegani*
Mort* & Iris November
Elizabeth H. Ramsey*
Larry Reiss*
Gertrude Rice*
Lynn A. Schreiber*
Patricia A. Shlonsky and Steven D. Hinkle
Lorie Hollington Smith
Johanna Stein*
Anne T. Thiel*
Phyliss Walker*
David Winko*
*Deceased

Individuals who make a commitment to the Cuyahoga County Public Library 

Foundation’s future through a bequest or planned gift become members 

of the 1922 Society, named for the year CCPL was established. One of the 

easiest, most meaningful and enduring planned gifts an individual can 

make is a bequest to the CCPL Foundation in their will. Other legacy gifts 

are qualified retirement plans, life insurance policies, trusts, gift annuities or 

pooled income funds.

   

Your planned gift will be multiplied with gifts from other individuals and 

families to benefit programs and services available in all the branches. The 

new Sari Feldman Fund of the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation 

will support innovative programs and services that enhance library learning 

experiences throughout the CCPL system. These are library programs 

that secure CCPL’s standing as one of the nation’s leading public library 

systems but cannot be sustained through general operating funds alone. 

All unrestricted planned gifts given to the Cuyahoga County Public Library 

Foundation will help grow the Sari Feldman Fund to support continued and 

new programming.   

1922 Society members will receive special access to exclusive author events, 

and will be publicly recognized in branches and Library publications. When 

the time is right for you to include a charitable gift in your estate plan, 

please remember the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and 

know your legacy will make a difference for your community.  

 
CUYAHOGALIBRARY.ORG/1922

1922 Society



 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

F O U N D A T I O N  B O A R D

Dean E. DePiero, President
Allyn A. Davies, Vice President
Maria L. Spangler, Secretary

Edward H. Blakemore, Trustee
William J. Leonard, Trustee
Patricia A. Shlonsky, Trustee
Amira K. Thomas, Trustee

To empower individuals and communities by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

Janet AuWerter 
Caroline Borrow, PhD
Monica K. Brown, Vice Chair
Helen Rankin Butler
Cindy Chaiten
Quo Vadis Cobb
Allyn Davies, Secretary
Bob DiBiasio 
Eric Dicken
Susan Donlan
Lori Ann Franklin

Jennifer Hartford
Ron Konstantinovsky
Bridget Martin 
Lisa Mayers 
Shaun Ng
Anthony Panzica
Jerry Pena
Anne-Marie Petros
Lisa Priemer 
M. Neal Rains, Chair
William I. Russo, CFP®, Treasurer

George Sample 
Caroline Selman
Lorie Hollington Smith
Tara Stewart
Tracy Strobel, President
April Walker

C U Y A H O G A  C O U N T Y  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

CONTACT US 

Jessica Kanelos
Development Director

p: 216.749.9475
e: jkanelos@cuyahogalibrary.org

Hillary Walker
Special Event Coordinator

p: 216.749.9491
e: hwalker@cuyahogalibrary.org

The 2022-23 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series is  

presented by the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation 

and our Academic Partner, Case Western Reserve University.

Jim and Mary 
Conway 

Jennifer & Robert 
Hartford 

Nancy and Joe 
Keithley 

THE CITY CLUB OF CLEVELAND

Caroline and 
David Selman 

Anne-Marie & 
Sam Petros 

Sari Feldman & 
Matt O’Dwyer 



As Northeast Ohio’s only independent and 
Catholic school, Gilmour creates endless 
possibilities for students to not only learn 
about the real world, but how to positively 
impact it. 

Gilmour teaches the child
and reaches the heart.

The opportunities at Gilmour empower students to 
achieve their goals and discover their passions.12

Mg
Magnesium
24.305

2
8
2

To learn more or schedule a personal tour, visit gilmour.org/admission

Gilmour Academy is an independent, Catholic, coed school in the Holy Cross tradition. Grades K-12 and Montessori (18 months - Preschool)  
34001 Cedar Road  |  Gates Mills, Ohio  |  44040



2 0 0 4 
SEAMUS HEANEY 

2 0 0 4  –  2 0 0 5  
CALVIN TRILLIN

SUZAN-LORI PARKS 

FRANCES MAYES 

E.L. DOCTOROW 

2 0 0 5  –  2 0 0 6 
PAT CONROY

ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH 

JANE SMILEY 

ANNA QUINDLEN 

2 0 0 6  –  2 0 0 7
FRANK McCOURT 

AMY TAN 

JIM LEHRER 

TONY KUSHNER &  

     GEORGE C. WOLFE

2 0 0 7  –  2 0 0 8 
IRA GLASS & DAVID RAKOFF 

RUSSELL BANKS &  

     RICHARD RUSSO 

JOYCE CAROL OATES 

AZAR NAFISI 

2 0 0 8  –  2 0 0 9 
DAVID McCULLOUGH

JANE & MICHAEL STERN 

MYLA GOLDBERG,  

     JONATHAN LETHEM &  

     COLSON WHITEHEAD  

     WITH NANCY PEARL 

JOHN UPDIKE 

2 0 0 9  –  2 0 1 0
GARRY TRUDEAU

CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY 

MARY OLIVER 

JHUMPA LAHIRI 

2 0 1 0  –  2 0 1 1
DR. NEIL deGRASSE TYSON 

JEANNETTE WALLS 

DAVE EGGERS 

PETE HAMILL 

2 0 1 1  –  2 0 1 2 
ELIZABETH STROUT

MICHAEL POLLAN 

BILLY COLLINS 

DR. ABRAHAM VERGHESE

ANNE LAMOTT 

COLM TÓIBÍN 

2 0 1 2  –  2 0 1 3 
EMMA DONOGHUE

TRACY KIDDER

GERALDINE BROOKS &  

     TONY HORWITZ

ANN PATCHETT 

RITA DOVE 

ERIK LARSON 

2 0 1 3  –  2 0 1 4 
MICHAEL CHABON &  

     AYELET WALDMAN 

STEPHEN L. CARTER 

CHERYL STRAYED 

ANDREW SOLOMON 

ROBERT PINSKY 

KATHERINE BOO 

2 0 1 4  –  2 0 1 5 
ZADIE SMITH

DENNIS LEHANE 

ELIZABETH GILBERT 

KHALED HOSSEINI 

CHANG-RAE LEE 

MARY ROACH

2 0 1 5  –  2 0 1 6
SARAH KOENIG & JULIE SNYDER

NEIL GAIMAN

GILLIAN FLYNN

EDWIDGE DANTICAT

ROZ CHAST

RICK BRAGG

2 0 1 6  –  2 0 1 7
DON DeLILLO

LAWRENCE WRIGHT

ROXANE GAY

COLUM McCANN &  

     EDNA O’BRIEN

ALISON BECHDEL

JOHN GREEN

2 0 1 7  –  2 0 1 8
COLSON WHITEHEAD

PATTI SMITH IN       

     CONVERSATION WITH       

     MAUREEN CORRIGAN

MARGARET ATWOOD

MARIA SEMPLE

DAVID GRANN

JOHN IRVING

 
 
 

2 0 1 8  -  2 0 1 9 
JUDY BLUME & DANIEL HANDLER 

JOHN GRISHAM 

JESMYN WARD 

TIMOTHY EGAN 

LYNDA BARRY & MATT GROENING 

JENNIFER EGAN

2 0 1 9  -  2 0 2 0 
JANE MAYER & FRANK RICH 

RACHEL KUSHNER & PIPER KERMAN 

MICHAEL ONDAATJE

2 0 2 0  -  2 0 2 1
MADELINE MILLER

JOSH MALERMAN

SUSAN CHOI

YOTAM OTTOLENGHI

BRIT BENNETT

TARA WESTOVER &  

     TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS 

2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2
RICHARD POWERS

AMOR TOWLES

MIN JIN LEE

CARMEN MARIA MACHADO & 

     RUMAAN ALAM

ANTHONY DOERR

ISABEL WILKERSON 

PAST SPEAKERS

Summer Camps JUNE 20-JULY 28
Offering camps for 3-year-olds through rising 8th graders.  

For more information and to register, visit ruffingmontessori.net.

Summer Ruffing It!

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights    ruffingmontessori.net



CHICAGO  |  CLEVELAND  |  COLUMBUS  |  LOS ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO  |  ST. LOUIS  |  TUCKERELLIS.COM

Tucker Ellis: a law firm dedicated  
to its clients and the community.

Tucker Ellis is proud to support 
the Cuyahoga County Public 
Library Foundation and the 

2022–2023 William N. Skirball 
Writers Center Stage Series.

Going the
distance for our 
communities.

At Dominion Energy Ohio, going the 
distance for our customers means more 
than just delivering safe, affordable 
natural gas. It means being a positive 
force in the communities we serve. Our 
EnergyShare® program has raised $8 
million and helped more than 85,000 
people in Ohio alone. These resources, 
combined with more than 1,200 
volunteer hours from our employees, 
have benefited organizations as diverse 
as the American Red Cross, the Greater 
Cleveland Urban League, the Ohio 
& Erie Canalway Coalition and The 
Salvation Army.



 

MAY 11–20, 2023
SEVERANCE MUSIC CENTER

A festival of concerts, conversations,  
and ideas, focusing on the American Dream.

Please scan the QR Code for more information.

FINE DINING IN UNIVERSITY CIRCLE

SEASONAL FARM-TO-FORK MENUS
Open for lunch Monday-Friday  |  11AM-2:30PM

Now open for dinner  |  5:00PM-8:00PM 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, only when the

Cleveland Orchestra is playing at Severance Music Center

Located on CWRU campus, inside Tinkham Veale University Center
11038 Bellflower Road, Cleveland, OH 44106

MichelsonAndMorley.CafeBonAppetit.com   |   216.368.0801

 Ready, Set, Summer! 

Come experience a summer of fun, adventure and learning for kids 24 months- 
Grade 12. Registration is now open and we are excited to announce 17 new camps  
for 2023! We hope to see you this Summer at Laurel! 
For information and to register, visit LaurelSchool.org/Summer or call 216.455.3025

LYMAN CAMPUS 
One Lyman Circle 
Shaker Heights

BUTLER CAMPUS 
7420 Fairmount Rd. 
Russell Township Dream. Dare. Do.

Summer
at LaurelSummer
at Laurel

June 12 - July 28

ADV ENTUR E

C R EAT I V I T Y

F R I E ND SH I P



Order online at 

WWW.ALADDINS.COM

EVERYONE
SOMETHING FOR

Our food is always preservative-free, made fresh 
daily using all-natural ingredients, with options 

for every dietary preference.

40
VEGETARIAN  

DISHES

30
VEGAN  
DISHES

4040
GLUTEN-FREE 

DISHES

40
MEAT 

DISHES

view our 
menu

This ad strengthens democracy.
The City Club of Cleveland is proud to support the Writers Center Stage Series.

Learn more about upcoming forums and membership opportunities at cityclub.org

WRITERS'
BLOCK



Lower & Middle School: 440-423-2950
Birchwood School: 216-251-2321
Upper School: 440-423-2955
Mastery School: 440-423-8801
or visit hawken.edu/admission

Coed Toddler – Grade 12  

hawken.edu

P lan your visit; RSVP today!

:
SCHOOL REDEFINED
Get ready to do school differently!

Author Visits

Simon Winchester
May 8 / 7 PM
Parma-Powers Branch

Maggie Smith
May 8 / 7 PM
Beachwood Branch

Mary Beth Keane
May 10 / 7 PM
North Olmsted Branch

Patti Callahan Henry & 
Paula McLain
May 9 / 7 PM
Parma-Powers Branch

Scan to see all of our  
upcoming events



EAT WELL. DO GOOD.

Join Us to experience 
French dining at  
it’s finest!

We offer elite training  
in all aspects of dining.

JOIN OUR  
MAILING  
LIST

Scan to  
subscribe

Don’t miss the latest 
news from Cuyahoga 
County Public Library.

12419 Cedar at Fairmount

Cleveland Hts., oH 44106
 

inFo@appletree-books.Com

pHone: 216.791.2665
web: www. appletree-books.Com 

 
~ independent since 1975 ~



KeyBank is a proud sponsor of the 
William N. Skirball Writers Center  
Stage Series featuring Elif Batuman & 
Gary Shteyngart.

We are grateful for the gift of your 
writing and its remarkable power to lift 
and unite people from all walks of life.

©2022 KeyCorp.  220901-1702587

storytelling 
builds 
community.

®

CLEVELAND     CINCINNATI     CHICAGO     COLUMBUS     NEW YORK     WASHINGTON DC     BOCA RATON     ULMER.COM

Our business begins with you.®

Ulmer is proud to support the William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series 
and the Cuyahoga County Public Library in its efforts to enhance community 
life through reading, lifelong learning, and civic engagement.

frombriefstobooks.com



Get your passport  
at CCPL
Passport processing and photo 
services available 7 days a week 
by appointment.

Scan to  
learn more

It's more than what you learn.
It's who you become.

 

www.mandeljds.org



Karen and her husband, Eric Kaler, President of  
Case Western Reserve University.

As a frequent library patron wherever we have 
lived, I was delighted to learn that Northeast 
Ohio is home to the nation’s finest public 
library system—and the Writers Center 
Stage Series.

Reading about its previous authors brought 
tears to my eyes as I realized what I had  
missed, but I join you in excitement for the  
joys we have to look forward to this season.

It is my honor to welcome you to  
Case Western Reserve as we experience  
these great conversations together.

—Karen Kaler

“

”


