Imani Perry &
Kiese Laymon
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CALL FOR FORMIDABLE
MULTIDISCIPLINARY SERVICES

Jones Day proudly supports the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation

and its efforts to help the county’s public library system provide opportunities (m
for all to read, learn, create, and connect. <\, \

Why Jones Day? Formidable legal talent across specialties and jurisdictions D )
available upon client command.

2400 LAWYERS. 40 LOCATIONS. 5 CONTINENTS. ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE® JONESDAY.COM




IMANI PERRY & KIESE LAYMON

Imani Perry’s work reflects the deeply complex history of
Black thought, art and imagination. Her book Breathe:
A Letter to My Sons explores the terror, grace and
beauty of coming of age as a Black person in
contemporary America and was a finalist for
NAACP Image Award for Excellence in Nonfiction.
Her latest book, South to America: A Journey
Below the Mason Dixon to Understand the Soul
of a Nation, is an essential journey through the
history of the American South. South to America
won the National Book Award and was named best
book of 2022 by The New Yorker, TIME magazine and
Oprah Daily.

: Kiese Laymon is a bestselling author, social critic and
4 o essayist known for his savage humor and clear-eyed
BREAQTI;IE perceptiveness, which earned him comparisons to Ta-Nehisi
) » - Coates, Alice Walker and Mark Twatin. He is the author of
‘_4 : the award-winning memoir, Heavy which won the Andrew
\ Y Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction in 2019 and was
named 50 Best Memoirs of the Past 50 Years by the New York
Times. His genre-defying novel, Long Division, which won the
NAACP Image Award, combines elements of science fiction,
satire and social commentary.

“IMANI PERRY

INTRODUCTION
DR. LEAH LEWIS

Dr. Leah Lewis J.D., is the Executive Director of the Little Lumpy’s Center for Educational Initiatives: Learning, Literacy and Technology
(LLCEI), the host of the annual Great Lakes African American Writers Conference (GLAAWC is pronounced “glossy”), which enters its
seventh year in 2024. GLAAWC has hosted African American luminaries in literature including Walter Mosley, Toni Tipton-Martin,
Tayari Jones, Deesha Philyaw, Pearl Cleage, Damon Young and Tayari Jones. GLAAWC is a part of the Cleveland Foundation’s
Cleveland Book Week. Leah’s interest in literature is lifelong. She became a published author with Little Lumpy’s Book of Blessings in
2000. Through Little Lumpy’s Center, Dr. Lewis also seeks to create educational opportunities in animation. Dr. Lewis is a graduate of
Ashland Theological Seminary (OH) (D.Min.), Yale Divinity School (M.Div.), Howard University School of Law (J.D.), and Bowling Green
State University (B.S.Ed.). She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and the Order of the Eastern Star, Ecclesiastes 101.



CUYAHOGA COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY'S

WRITERS
CENTER
STAGE SCRICES

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

BCVCRAGE
DISTRIBUTORS INC.

3800 KING AVENUE
CLEVELAND, OH 44114
JIM CONWAY, CEO

@BEVDISTCLE




PRESENTS

KEYNOTE EVENT

MSLIJES\?(E:%AEII:JJ'IQIER MAY 15

Use the code BIRD15 and receive a complimentary 15% off the ticket
purchase to An Evening with Kai Bird on May 15. Limit 4 tickets, per purchase.

Scan this code
for more info:

JACK, JOSEPH AND MORTON

MANDEL <

OPERA&*
HUMANITIESE

Cuyahoga County Public Library

Our collection of eBooks and
audiobooks features thousands of
instantly-available titles you can
download or stream on your phone,
tablet, or even send to your Kindle.

Scan to
learn more




experience cleveland

AMmbe

1430 west 28th st
cleveland, oh44113

www.ambacle.com
@amba_cle

vzhug

12413 cedar rd
cleveland hts; oh 44106

www.zhugcle.com
@zhugcle

Gries Financial is proud to lend our support to
The William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series

Helping you

Ny

i
INVEST

IN YOUR OWN SUCCESS STORY

y 1801 E 9th Street | Suite 1600
GriesFinancial  Cleveland, OH 44114 | 216-861-1148

www.GRIES.COM




THANKS

to the Cuyahoga County Public Library for
providing 100+ years of outstanding service

to the residents of Cuyahoga County. |

v @

WMG / MERRYMEETING GROUP / Proud Supporter of CCPL / MERRYMTGGROUP.COM




storytelling

builds community.

KeyBank proudly sponsors the William N. Skirball Writers Center
Stage Series featuring Kiese Laymon and Imani Perry.

Laymon’s memoir “Heavy” won the Andrew Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Nonfiction in 2019, and his novel “Long Division” was
originally published in 2013 and re-released in 2021.

Perry released “Breathe: A Letter to My Sons” in 2019 and won the
National Book Award in 2022 for “South to America: A Journey Below
the Mason Dixon to Understand the Soul of a Nation.”

We are grateful for the gift of their writing and its remarkable power
to lift and unite people from all walks of life.

KeyBank O—=
Opens Doors:

©2023 KeyCorp. 230823-2216229




2024

®§ #1 Private K-12

NICHE School in Ohio
BEST

SCHOOLS

THE FREEDOM TO EXPLORE,
CREATE, AND PLAY.

vibrant community that fosters true SCcCHOOL
belonging. Visit US to find out why we For Boys, Jr. K - Grade 12
are the #1 Private School in Ohio! '

University School is a welcoming and @ UNIVERSITY

www.us.edu/visit




; WILLIAM N. SKIRBALL

+— Wl WRITERS

CENTER STAGE

Tickets On Sale Now

Tickets are available at

writerscenterstage.org
or by calling 216.368.6062.

Cuyahoga County
Public Library

=2

CASE
WESTERN
RESERVE

UNIVERSITY




Remembering

Patience Ryan Humphrey,

avid reader and friend to Writers Center
Stage. Patience ensured the success of
the Seamus Heaney event in April 2004,

launching twenty years of the series.

We are grateful for her support and kindness.
Sari Feldman and Matt O’'Dwyer




Cuyahoga

i - 1922 Society

FOUNDATION

Individuals who make a commitment to the Cuyahoga County Public Library
Foundation’s future through a bequest or planned gift become members

of the 1922 Society, named for the year CCPL was established. One of the
easiest, most meaningful and enduring planned gifts an individual can
make is a bequest to the CCPL Foundation in their will. Other legacy gifts
are qualified retirement plans, life insurance policies, trusts, gift annuities or
pooled income funds.

Your planned gift will be multiplied with gifts from other individuals and
families to benefit programs and services available in all the branches. The
new Sari Feldman Fund of the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation
will support innovative programs and services that enhance library learning
experiences throughout the CCPL system. These are library programs

that secure CCPL's standing as one of the nation’s leading public library
systems but cannot be sustained through general operating funds alone.
All unrestricted planned gifts given to the Cuyahoga County Public Library
Foundation will help grow the Sari Feldman Fund to support continued and
new programming.

1922 Society members will receive special access to exclusive author events,
and will be publicly recognized in branches and Library publications. When
the time is right for you to include a charitable gift in your estate plan,
please remember the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and

know your legacy will make a difference for your community.

CUYAHOGALIBRARY.ORG/1922

Scan to

Mr. Stanley* I. Adelstein and
Mrs. Hope* S. Adelstein

Anonymous

Eva Beckerman*

Mr. Warwick A. Buer*
Lillian R. Evans*

Sari Feldman and
Matt O'Dwyer

Louise N. Grip*
Karl E. Gruber*
Eugene Horvath*
Dorothy D. Kleis
Norman Krejsa*
Shirley R. Kreps*

Joseph D. Kuten* and
Ann S. Kuten*

Cyrille W. Levenson
Dorothy Maryanski*
Carolyne R. Maschuk*
Kenneth McGowan*
Sandra V. Montegani*
Mort* & Iris November
Elizabeth H. Ramsey*
Larry Reiss*

Gertrude Rice*

Lynn A. Schreiber*
Patricia A. Shlonsky and Steven D. Hinkle
Lorie Hollington Smith
Johanna Stein*

Anne T. Thiel*

Phyliss Walker*
David Winko*

*Deceased



CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Janet AuWerter Tamara M. Hagerty William I. Russo, CFP® Treasurer
Brett P. Barragate Jennifer Hartford George Sample

Caroline Borrow, PhD Ron Konstantinovsky Carter Samuelraj

Helen Rankin Butler Bridget Martin Caroline Selman

Quo Vadis Cobb Lisa Cynamon Mayers Lorie Hollington Smith

Allyn Davies, Secretary Shaun Ng Tracy Strobel, President

Bob DiBiasio Anthony Panzica April Walker

Eric Dicken Anne-Marie Petros

Lori Ann Franklin M. Neal Rains, Chair

To empower individuals and communities by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Allyn Davies, President Dean E. DePiero, Trustee
Edward H. Blakemore, Vice President William J. Leonard, Trustee
Amira Thomas, Secretary Patricia A. Shlonsky, Trustee

Maria L. Spangler, Trustee

SPECIAL EVENT COMMITTEE

Lisa Cynamon Mayers, Chair Jennifer Hartford
Allyn Davies Anne-Marie Petros
Helen Rankin Butler Caroline Selman
Bob DiBiasio April Walker

Lori Franklin
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; WILLIAM N. SKIRBALL o
S WRITERS [

CENTER STAGE

The 2023-24 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series is
presented by the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation

and our Academic Partner, Case Western Reserve University.

Cuyahoga County Public Library I CASE WESTERN RESERVE
UNIVERSITY

_UBGreensfelder DBB%}B’EEM

THE
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1L
HathawayBrown .‘.t_")

A Gries Little Jacket  SariFeldman &

Financial —_— ’
Parthore Matt O'Dwyer

g THE CITY CLUB OF CLEVELAND

Laura Bauschard Jennifer & Robert Hartford Anne-Marie and Sam Petros

Jessica Kanelos
Development Director

p: 216.749.9475
e: jkanelos@cuyahogalibrary.org

Hillary Walker

Special Event Coordinator

p: 216.749.9491
e: hwalker@cuyahogalibrary.org




We teach the child.
We reach the heart.

Gilmour empowers students to achieve
their goals and discover their passions.

As Northeast Ohio’s only independent and
Catholic school, Gilmour creates endless
possibilities for students to not only learn
about the real world, but how to positively
impact it.

GILMOUR
ACADEMY

EDUCATING THE MIND
EMPOWERING THE HEART

To learn more or schedule a personal tour, visit gilmour.org/admission

Gilmour Academy is an independent, Catholic, coed school in the Holy Cross tradition. Grades K-12 and Montessori (18 months - Preschool)
34001 Cedar Road | Gates Mills, Ohio | 44040




It's more than what you learn.

T whe gou betome.

@ Joseph & Florence Mandel
Jewish Day School

mandeljds.org




Hathaway Brown offers a wide array of
summer programming for girls and boys,
kindergarten through college.

Browse through academic, athletics, adventure, theatre, and specialty
camp options to create your own one-of-a-kind experience.

Visit hb.edu/summer

OPF=10)
¢ rﬁj}-’
S

SCAN FOR CAMPS

HathawayBrown
0060




WRITERS CENTER STAGE

PAST SPEAKERS

2004
SEAMUS HEANEY

2004 - 2005
CALVIN TRILLIN
SUZAN-LORI PARKS
FRANCES MAYES

E.L. DOCTOROW

2005 - 2006
PAT CONROY

ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH
JANE SMILEY

ANNA QUINDLEN

2006 - 2007
FRANK McCOURT
AMY TAN
JIM LEHRER
TONY KUSHNER &
GEORGE C. WOLFE

2007 - 2008

IRA GLASS & DAVID RAKOFF

RUSSELL BANKS &
RICHARD RUSSO

JOYCE CAROL OATES

AZAR NAFISI

2008 - 2009

DAVID McCULLOUGH

JANE & MICHAEL STERN

MYLA GOLDBERG,
JONATHAN LETHEM &
COLSON WHITEHEAD
WITH NANCY PEARL

JOAN DIDION

2009 - 2010
GARRY TRUDEAU
CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY
MARY OLIVER

JHUMPA LAHIRI

2010 - 2011
DR. NEIL peEGRASSE TYSON
JEANNETTE WALLS

DAVE EGGERS

PETE HAMILL

2011 - 2012
ELIZABETH STROUT
MICHAEL POLLAN

BILLY COLLINS

DR. ABRAHAM VERGHESE
ANNE LAMOTT

COLM TOIBIN

2012 - 2013

EMMA DONOGHUE

TRACY KIDDER

GERALDINE BROOKS &
TONY HORWITZ

ANN PATCHETT

RITA DOVE

ERIK LARSON

2013 - 2014
MICHAEL CHABON &
AYELET WALDMAN
STEPHEN L. CARTER
CHERYL STRAYED
ANDREW SOLOMON
ROBERT PINSKY
KATHERINE BOO

2014 - 2015
ZADIE SMITH

DENNIS LEHANE
ELIZABETH GILBERT
KHALED HOSSEINI
CHANG-RAE LEE

MARY ROACH

2015 - 2016

SARAH KOENIG & JULIE SNYDER

NEIL GAIMAN
GILLIAN FLYNN
EDWIDGE DANTICAT
ROZ CHAST

RICK BRAGG

2016 - 2017
DON DeLILLO
LAWRENCE WRIGHT
ROXANE GAY
COLUM McCANN &
EDNA O’BRIEN
ALISON BECHDEL
JOHN GREEN

2017 - 2018

COLSON WHITEHEAD

PATTI SMITH IN
CONVERSATION WITH
MAUREEN CORRIGAN

MARGARET ATWOOD

MARIA SEMPLE

DAVID GRANN

JOHN IRVING

2018 - 2019
JUDY BLUME & DANIEL HANDLER
JOHN GRISHAM

JESMYN WARD

TIMOTHY EGAN

LYNDA BARRY & MATT GROENING
JENNIFER EGAN

2019 - 2020

JANE MAYER & FRANK RICH
RACHEL KUSHNER & PIPER KERMAN
MICHAEL ONDAATJE

2020 - 2021
MADELINE MILLER
JOSH MALERMAN
SUSAN CHOI
YOTAM OTTOLENGHI
BRIT BENNETT
TARA WESTOVER &
TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS

2021-2022

RICHARD POWERS

AMOR TOWLES

MIN JIN LEE

CARMEN MARIA MACHADO &
RUMAAN ALAM

ANTHONY DOERR

ISABEL WILKERSON

2022-2023
MARLON JAMES
BARBARA KINGSOLVER
JON MEACHAM
JONATHAN FRANZEN
ELIF BATUMAN &

GARY SHTEYNGART
SILVIA MORENO-GARCIA



branch and bloom

FLORAL & EVENT DESIGN

e Wedding Design
e Floral Deliveries cevus
e Kloral Design Rare0

COUPLES’' CHOICE

Awards

216.314.4098

branch-bloom.com 2016

University Hospitals
Ahuja Medical Center

Looking forward to

another engaging Writers
Center Stage season!

John E. Feighan, MD

University Orthopaedic Specialists
Director, Foot and Ankle
Orthopaedics
& Chief of Orthopaedics
Ahuja Medical Center

440.743.8139




At the City Club we believe the right conversation can change the course of history.

The City Club of Cleveland is proud to support the Writers Center Stage Series.

Learn more about upcoming forums and to find out how you can support free speech at cityclub.org
E.‘ l.l"‘

CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (TRI-C®)

IS PROUD TO SPONSOR
THE 2023-2024

w I L L I A M N ot
| Community

College

SKIRBALL E

WRITERS CENTER STAGE SERIES tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

22--0805




Celebrating 20 years of helping
brands find their voice.

Little Jacket

Curiosity, Collaboration
& Joyful Learning

We are excited to share Ruffing Montessori

School with you. Schedule a tour today by
calling Julie or Rosie in Ruffing’s Admissions
Office at 216.321.7571. We are currently
accepting applications for the 2024-2025
school year and would love to help you
explore Ruffing for your family!

i Ruffing

L Y .
% Montessori School

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights
18 months-8th Grade ruffingmontessori.net
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R4TH ANNUAL MANDEL JCE

Clev aJ\d Jewish Qook Festival

TIME'S ECHO .

DARETO

THE DIARY KEEPERS ". : X "«, ® SPECIAL PROGRAM:
ISRAEL STORY PRESENTS BEHIND WARTIME DIARIES
May 16 - 7:30 pm - Mandel JCC+ $18

An intimate conversation with

Mishy Harman and Yochai Maital, From the most listened-to Jewish podcast in the world,
creators of the critically-acclaimed this specially curated one-night-only program will share
podcast Israel Story. diverse stories and testimonies that try to paint a picture

of these devastating times following the attack on Israel
on October 7,2023.

,d» TO PURCHASE TICKETS, VISIT
clevelandjewishbookfestival.eventive.org/schedule

. ookt Mandel Jewish
B Council  Community Center

ABATTOIR

Abattoir Gallery is a space for contemporary art in Cleveland with a mission
to showcase the best regional art in a national context.

Visit our website or Instagram to view our recent exhibitions, look through
our featured artists, and keep up with what’s coming next.

abattoirgallery.com | 3619 Walton Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio | abattoirgallery




Author V|$|ts

Parker Adams Harlan Coben

Strongsville Branch Parma-Snow Branch
Tuesday, May14 / 7 PM Monday, May 20 / 7 PM

Tom Clavin Connie Schﬁ

North Olmsted Branch . Parma-Snow Branch
Wednesday, May15 /7 PM | Saturday,June1/1PM

Scan to see all of our
upcoming events




MAKE ROOM FOR ALL OF YOU

CALL, VISIT A SHOWROOM, OR FIND US ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR ®#:®
COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION 216.741.9000 :

Brooklyn Heights 1100 Resource Dr
Woodmere 28000 Chagrin Blvd

CALIFORNIACLOSETS.COM CALIFORNIA (:I_JOSE’j[‘S‘B
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12419 CEDAR AT FAIRMOUNT
CLEVELAND HTs., OH 44106

INFO@ APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM

PHONE: 216.791.2665
WEB: WWW.APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM

~ INDEPENDENT SINCE 1975 ~




“@ood |ibra_r'\es
build services,

~ great libraries bu\

ommunities)

— R. David Lankes, American \Nxitex

UB Greensfelder is proud to support the William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series
and the Cuyahoga County Public Library as they empower individuals and communities
by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

frombriefstobooks.com

QBGreenSfelderm Our business begins with you:

CLEVELAND ST. LOUIS CHICAGO CINCINNATI COLUMBUS SOUTHERN ILLINOIS NEW YORK WASHINGTON DC BOCA RATON UBGLAW.COM
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As a frequent library patron wherever we
have lived, | was delighted to learn that
Northeast Ohio is home to the nation’s
finest public library system—and the
Writers Center Stage Series.

Reading about its previous authors brought
tears to my eyes as | realized what | had
missed, but | join you in excitement for the
joys we have to look forward to this season.

It is my honor to welcome you to
Case Western Reserve as we experience
these great conversations together.

—Karen Kaler
E )

Karen and her husband, Eric Kaler, President
of Case Western Reserve University.

[ CASE WESTERN RESERVE

UNIVERSITY




