
Dr. Abraham  
Verghese



Thank you to dedicated CCPL staff, CCPL Foundation 
and everyone who supports our incredible, inclusive 

Cuyahoga County Public Library’s mission!

Thanks to the Library for stretching our minds, enriching 
our lives and keeping us entertained in healthy ways!

Sincerely,
Laura Bauschard



CUYAHOGA COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY’S

WRITERS
CENTER
STAGE SERIES
PROUDLY
SUPPORTED BY
BEVERAGE
DISTRIBUTORS INC.

FAMILY OWNED, 
COMMUNITY DRIVEN
JIM CONWAY, CEO 



DR. ABRAHAM VERGHESE
Physician Abraham Verghese is the 

author of two acclaimed memoirs 
and the bestselling novel Cutting 

for Stone (2010), which spent more 
than two years on the New York 
Times bestsellers list. In 2015, 
Verghese received the National 
Humanities Medal from President 
Barack Obama for deepening 
our understanding of the human 

condition and reminding us that the 
patient is the center of the medical 

enterprise. His latest novel is  
The Covenant of Water (2023).

INTRODUCTION
PATRICIA SHLONSKY 

Ms. Patricia Shlonsky is Partner-in Charge of UB Greensfelder’s Cleveland office and 
serves on the Firm’s governing board. She was appointed for a seven-year term by the 
Cuyahoga County Executive with confirmation by Cuyahoga County Council. Her term 
expires January 2027. She also sits on the Boards of United for Libraries, Bellefaire JCB, 
and Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio.



Thrity Umrigar is the bestselling author of three picture books and ten novels, including 
last year's The Museum of Failures and Honor, which was a Reese's Book Club pick. 
Her books have been published in over twenty countries and translated into several 
languages. A former award-winning journalist, she has written for the Washington Post, 
the New York Times and the Boston Globe. She is the recipient of a Nieman fellowship to 
Harvard and is the winner of the Cleveland Arts Prize, the Lambda literary award and 
the Anne Izard Storytellers' Choice Award. Umrigar is a Distinguished University Professor 
of English at Case Western Reserve University.

Q&A MODERATOR
THRITY UMRIGAR 

Brought to you by



Proudly Support 
The William N. Skirball

Writers Center Stage Series 
56Kitchen.com 

ellecle.com



1801 E 9th Street  |  Suite 1600
Cleveland, OH 44114  |  216-861-1148GriesFinancial

www.GRIES.COM

INVEST
IN YOUR OWN SUCCESS STORY

Gries Financial is proud to lend our support to  
The William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series

Helping you
experience cleveland

1430 west 28th st  
cleveland, oh 44113
 www.ambacle.com

  @amba_cle

12413 cedar rd 
cleveland hts, oh 44106

 www.zhugcle.com
 @zhugcle
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©2024 KeyCorp. All rights reserved. KeyBank Member FDIC  240830-2759178.02

storytelling  
builds community.

KeyBank is proud to sponsor the 21st season of the William N. Skirball 
Writers Center Stage Series featuring physician and bestselling author 
Abraham Verghese.

Verghese was awarded a National Humanities Medal by President 
Barack Obama for deepening our understanding of the human 
condition and reminding us that the patient is the center of the  
medical enterprise. Verghese’s work encapsulates this theme, and  
his latest novel, “The Covenant of Water,” is no exception.

We are grateful for the gift of his writing and its remarkable power  
to lift and unite people from all walks of life.



Learn more at  
www.us.edu/jarvis

We are looking for the kind of young men who will ask the hard 
questions, invent better solutions, meet the challenge,  
strengthen the community, and forge their own path. 

IS THIS YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW? 

Each year, the Jarvis Scholar Program awards up to ten fully-funded,  
four-year merit scholarships to students entering the ninth grade.



More concerts in November & December
Mahler’s 
Song of 

the Earth
NOV 21–23 Ax 

Plays 
Mozart
DEC 5 – 7NOV 29– DEC 1

clevelandorchestra.com

Beethoven 
Piano Concerto 

Cycle
Franz Welser-Möst, conductor 

Igor Levit, piano

NOW THROUGH NOV 17

WS2425-AD_Writers Center Stage-7.75x7.75.indd   1WS2425-AD_Writers Center Stage-7.75x7.75.indd   1 10/14/24   12:23 PM10/14/24   12:23 PM



WORKSHOPS,  FELLOWSHIPS,  RESIDENCIES,  CONFERENCES & MORE AT  L ITCLEVELAND.ORG

Thursday,  
March 6, 2025
7:30 PM

Shelby Van Pelt

UP NEXT:



Mr. Stanley* I. Adelstein and  
Mrs. Hope* S. Adelstein
Anonymous
Eva Beckerman*
Mr. Warwick A. Buer*
Lillian R. Evans*
Sari Feldman and  
Matt O’Dwyer
Louise N. Grip* 
Karl E. Gruber*
Eugene Horvath*
Dorothy D. Kleis
Norman Krejsa*
Shirley R. Kreps*
Joseph D. Kuten* and  
Ann S. Kuten*
Cyrille W. Levenson
Dorothy Maryanski*
Carolyne R. Maschuk*
Laurel Mazorow
Kenneth McGowan*
Sandra V. Montegani*
Mort* & Iris November
Elizabeth H. Ramsey*
Larry Reiss*
Gertrude Rice*
Lynn A. Schreiber*
Patricia A. Shlonsky and Steven D. Hinkle
Lorie Hollington Smith
Johanna Stein*
Anne T. Thiel*
Phyliss Walker*
David Winko*
*Deceased

Individuals who make a commitment to the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
Foundation’s future through a bequest or planned gift become members 
of the 1922 Society, named for the year CCPL was established. One of the 
easiest, most meaningful and enduring planned gifts an individual can 
make is a bequest to the CCPL Foundation in their will. Other legacy gifts 
are qualified retirement plans, life insurance policies, trusts, gift annuities or 
pooled income funds.
   
Your planned gift will be multiplied with gifts from other individuals and 
families to benefit programs and services available in all the branches. The 
new Sari Feldman Fund of the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation 
will support innovative programs and services that enhance library learning 
experiences throughout the CCPL system. These are library programs 
that secure CCPL’s standing as one of the nation’s leading public library 
systems but cannot be sustained through general operating funds alone. 
All unrestricted planned gifts given to the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
Foundation will help grow the Sari Feldman Fund to support continued and 
new programming.   

1922 Society members will receive special access to exclusive author events, 
and will be publicly recognized in branches and Library publications. When 
the time is right for you to include a charitable gift in your estate plan, 
please remember the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and 
know your legacy will make a difference for your community.  

 

1922 Society

CUYAHOGALIBRARY.ORG/1922

Scan to  
donate 



	

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

F O U N D A T I O N  B O A R D

Allyn Davies, President 
Edward H. Blakemore, Vice President 
Amira Thomas, Secretary

Saleh S. Awadallah, Trustee 
Dean E. DePiero, Trustee 
William J. Leonard, Trustee
Patricia A. Shlonsky, Trustee

Lisa Cynamon Mayers, Chair
Allyn Davies
Helen Rankin Butler
Bob DiBiasio
Lori Franklin

Tamara Hagerty
Jennifer Hartford
Caroline Selman
Lorie Smith

To empower individuals and communities by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

Janet AuWerter  
Brett P. Barragate
Caroline Borrow, PhD
Helen Rankin Butler
Quo Vadis Cobb
Allyn Davies, Secretary
Bob DiBiasio​
Eric Dicken
Lori Ann Franklin 

Tamara M. Hagerty
Jennifer Hartford 
Patricia Jurca
Ron Konstantinovsky
Bridget Martin 
Lisa Cynamon Mayers 
Anne-Marie Petros
M. Neal Rains, Chair
William I. Russo, CFP®, Treasurer

George Sample 
Carter Samuelraj
Caroline Selman
Lorie Hollington Smith
Tracy Strobel, President
Preeti Vekataramani 

C U Y A H O G A  C O U N T Y  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

S P E C I A L  E V E N T  C O M M I T T E E



CONTACT US 

Jessica Kanelos
Development Director

p: 216.749.9475
e: jkanelos@cuyahogalibrary.org

Hillary Walker
Special Event Coordinator

p: 216.749.9491
e: hwalker@cuyahogalibrary.org

The 2024-25 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series is  

presented by the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation 

and our Academic Partner, Case Western Reserve University.

P R E S E N T E D  B Y :

P U B L I S H E R :

Jennifer & Robert  
Hartford 

Joe & Nancy  
Keithley

Anne-Marie &  
Sam Petros

I N D I V I D U A L :

THE CITY CLUB OF CLEVELAND

W R I T E R :

E D I T O R :

E D U C A T I O N  P A R T N E R :

Laura  
Bauschard

U N D E R W R I T E R :



Gilmour Academy is an independent, Catholic, coed school in the Holy Cross tradition. Grades K-12 and Montessori (18 months - PreK)  

As Northeast Ohio’s only independent and Catholic 
school, Gilmour creates endless possibilities for 
students to not only learn about the real world,  
but how to positively impact it.

To learn m
ore or schedule a p

er
so

na
l t

ou
r.

SCAN QR CODE
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Join us at one of our upcoming parent previews: 
Upper School • Wednesday, December 4, 2024 • 8:30 a.m.
Middle School • Thursday, December 12, 2024 • 8:30 a.m.
Infant & Toddler Center • Friday, December 13, 2024 • 9 a.m.

HB.edu/admission

Learn not for school,  
but for life.

Knowledge 
in Action

Celebrated 
Community

Empowered 
Girls

Distinguished  
Academics



2 0 0 4 
SEAMUS HEANEY

2 0 0 4  –  2 0 0 5  
CALVIN TRILLIN
SUZAN-LORI PARKS 
FRANCES MAYES 
E.L. DOCTOROW 

2 0 0 5  –  2 0 0 6 
PAT CONROY
ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH 
JANE SMILEY 
ANNA QUINDLEN 

2 0 0 6  –  2 0 0 7
FRANK McCOURT 
AMY TAN 
JIM LEHRER 
TONY KUSHNER &  
     GEORGE C. WOLFE

2 0 0 7  –  2 0 0 8 
IRA GLASS & DAVID RAKOFF 
RUSSELL BANKS &  
     RICHARD RUSSO 
JOYCE CAROL OATES 
AZAR NAFISI 

2 0 0 8  –  2 0 0 9 
DAVID McCULLOUGH
JANE & MICHAEL STERN 
MYLA GOLDBERG,  
     JONATHAN LETHEM &  
     COLSON WHITEHEAD  
     WITH NANCY PEARL 
 JOAN DIDION 

2 0 0 9  –  2 0 1 0
GARRY TRUDEAU
CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY 
MARY OLIVER 
JHUMPA LAHIRI 

2 0 1 0  –  2 0 1 1
DR. NEIL deGRASSE TYSON 
JEANNETTE WALLS 
DAVE EGGERS 
PETE HAMILL 

2 0 1 1  –  2 0 1 2 
ELIZABETH STROUT
MICHAEL POLLAN 
BILLY COLLINS 
DR. ABRAHAM VERGHESE
ANNE LAMOTT 
COLM TÓIBÍN 

2 0 1 2  –  2 0 1 3 
EMMA DONOGHUE
TRACY KIDDER
GERALDINE BROOKS &  
     TONY HORWITZ
ANN PATCHETT 
RITA DOVE 
ERIK LARSON 

2 0 1 3  –  2 0 1 4 
MICHAEL CHABON &  
     AYELET WALDMAN 
STEPHEN L. CARTER 
CHERYL STRAYED 
ANDREW SOLOMON 
ROBERT PINSKY 
KATHERINE BOO 

2 0 1 4  –  2 0 1 5 
ZADIE SMITH
DENNIS LEHANE 
ELIZABETH GILBERT 
KHALED HOSSEINI 
CHANG-RAE LEE 
MARY ROACH

2 0 1 5  –  2 0 1 6
SARAH KOENIG & JULIE SNYDER
NEIL GAIMAN
GILLIAN FLYNN
EDWIDGE DANTICAT
ROZ CHAST
RICK BRAGG

2 0 1 6  –  2 0 1 7
DON DeLILLO
LAWRENCE WRIGHT
ROXANE GAY
COLUM McCANN &  
     EDNA O’BRIEN
ALISON BECHDEL

JOHN GREEN

2 0 1 7  –  2 0 1 8
COLSON WHITEHEAD
PATTI SMITH IN       
     CONVERSATION WITH       
     MAUREEN CORRIGAN
MARGARET ATWOOD
MARIA SEMPLE
DAVID GRANN
JOHN IRVING

2 0 1 8  -  2 0 1 9 
JUDY BLUME & DANIEL HANDLER 
JOHN GRISHAM 
JESMYN WARD 
TIMOTHY EGAN 
LYNDA BARRY & MATT GROENING 
JENNIFER EGAN

2 0 1 9  -  2 0 2 0 
JANE MAYER & FRANK RICH 
RACHEL KUSHNER & PIPER KERMAN 
MICHAEL ONDAATJE

2 0 2 0  -  2 0 2 1
MADELINE MILLER
JOSH MALERMAN
SUSAN CHOI
YOTAM OTTOLENGHI
BRIT BENNETT
TARA WESTOVER &  
     TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS 

2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2
RICHARD POWERS
AMOR TOWLES
MIN JIN LEE
CARMEN MARIA MACHADO & 
     RUMAAN ALAM
ANTHONY DOERR

ISABEL WILKERSON 

2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3
MARLON JAMES
BARBARA KINGSOLVER
JON MEACHAM
JONATHAN FRANZEN
ELIF BATUMAN &  
     GARY SHTEYNGART
SILVIA MORENO-GARCIA

2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4
ANN PATCHETT & KEVIN WILSON
MICHELLE ZAUNER
HENRY WINKLER
HERNAN DIAZ
REBECCA MAKKAI
KIESE LAYMON & IMANI PERRY

WRITERS CENTER STAGE
PAST SPEAKERS



Looking forward to 
another engaging Writers 

Center Stage season!

John E. Feighan, MD
University Orthopaedic Specialists 

Director, Foot and Ankle 
Orthopaedics  

& Chief of Orthopaedics
Ahuja Medical Center

440.743.8139

Ahuja Medical Center



Three Floors of New and Used Books

Celebrating 46 years of bookselling

www.macsbacks.com





3619 Walton Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio abattoirgalleryabattoirgallery.com | |

Abattoir Gallery is a space for contemporary art in Cleveland with a mission 
to showcase the best regional art in a national context. 

Visit our website or Instagram to view our recent exhibitions, look through 
our featured artists, and keep up with what’s coming next. 

FOR THE FULL SCHEDULE AND TO PURCHASE TICKETS, VISIT

mandeljcc.org/bookfest

ROBIN JUDD • Nov 19 • 7:30 pm 
Between Two Worlds: Jewish War Brides After the Holocaust
Historian and associate professor of history at The Ohio 
State University, Robin Judd, whose grandmother 
survived the Holocaust and married an American soldier 
after liberation, introduces readers to the Jewish women 

who lived through genocide and went on to wed American, Canadian 
and British military personnel. She offers an intimate portrait of how 
these unions emerged and helped shape the postwar world.
Fee: $12 Community / $10 Mandel JCC Members

25 T H  A N N UA L  M A N D E L  J CC 

Cleveland Jewish Book Festival
N O V E M B E R  2024 A N D  M A R C H  2025

Hear stories behind books by 
nationally and internationally 
acclaimed authors on topics 
including Jewish life, Israel, 
history, American diplomacy, 
spirituality, art and mystery.

YEARS

UPCOMING 
PROGRAMS
NOV 14 
Lauren Grodstein
KIDS DAY 
NOV 17 
Sara Holly Ackerman
NOV 18 
Dr. Alex Kor
NOV 20 
R. Derek Black

SECOND 
CHAPTER STARTS 
MARCH 3, 2025



Scan to see all of our  
upcoming events

Judith Neulander
Beachwood Branch
Thursday, November 14 / 7 PM

Ladii Patterson
Garfield Heights Branch
Saturday, November 23 / 3 PM

Rob Harvilla
North Royalton Branch
Thursday, November 14 / 7 PM

Jim Sweeney
Mayfield Branch
Thursday, November 21 / 7 PM



Join us for
Case Western Reserve University invites the Greater Cleveland 

community to engage with prominent academic leaders and international 
experts through the Think Forum lecture series.

Billy Collins 
Best selling poet and U.S. Poet 

Laureate (2001-03)

Dec. 3, 2024 
Ford Lecture for the Humanities

Valerie Jarrett 
Chief Executive Officer, 

The Barack Obama Foundation

Jan. 24, 2025 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Convocation

Kevin Roose
Award-winning columnist 
for The New York Times

March 20, 2025
The Millis Lecture

Hua Hsu
Pulitzer Prize winning author of 

Stay True, New Yorker staff writer, 
CBS Sunday Morning contributor

May 22, 2025 
F. Joseph Callahan 

Distinguished Lecture

To register for the lectures and learn more, 
please visit case.edu/events/thinkforum.

Visit case.edu/alumni/pageturners to learn about 
CWRU Page Turners, a discussion group on the 

works of the Think Forum series speakers.



2500 LAWYERS.  43 LOCATIONS.  5 CONTINENTS.  ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE.  JONESDAY.COM2400 LAWYERS.  40 LOCATIONS.  5 CONTINENTS.  ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE.®  JONESDAY.COM

Jones Day proudly supports the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation  
and its efforts to help the county’s public library system provide opportunities  
for all to read, learn, create, and connect.

Why Jones Day? Formidable legal talent across specialties and jurisdictions 
available upon client command.



CLEVELAND ST. LOUIS CHICAGO CINCINNATI COLUMBUS SOUTHERN ILLINOIS NEW YORK WASHINGTON DC BOCA RATON UBGLAW.COM

Our business begins with you.®

UB Greensfelder is proud to support the William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series 
and the Cuyahoga County Public Library as they empower individuals and communities 
by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

frombriefstobooks.com



12419 Cedar at Fairmount

Cleveland Hts., oH 44106
 

inFo@appletree-books.Com

pHone: 216.791.2665
web: www. appletree-books.Com 

 
~ independent since 1975 ~



tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (TRI -C®)

IS PROUD TO SPONSOR
THE 2024-2025
WILLIAM N.
SKIRBALL
WRITERS CENTER STAGE SERIES

24-0609

The City Club of Cleveland is proud to support the Writers Center Stage Series. 

Learn more about upcoming forums and to find out how you can support free speech at cityclub.org

At the City Club we believe the right conversation can change the course of history.



Digital  
Newsstand
Enjoy digital versions of your favorite 
news publications and magazines for 
FREE anytime, anywhere using your 
Cuyahoga County Public Library card. 

®

(Not a Rickroll.)



ALL-GIRLS 
SCHOOL  
IN OHIO! #l

Explore a Laurel education for your daughter. Learn about how 
Laurel’s Center for Research on Girls puts cutting-edge research 
into action to create an environment in which girls thrive.  

Come see how Laurel girls lead!

Leaders are made at 
     Ohio’s #1 All-Girls School.

Visit LaurelSchool.org/Visit or call  
216.464.0946 to schedule a tour.

LYMAN CAMPUS  
Shaker Heights, Ohio 
BUTLER CAMPUS 
Novelty, Ohio 

LaurelSchool.org



A round of applause for the 
Cuyahoga County Public Library. 
And everyone in your audience.

Literature illuminates the human experience. 
It connects us to each other, brings us closer, 
and reminds us of the incredible heights we’re 
capable of reaching. So from all of us at 
Huntington, a big thank you to the  Cuyahoga 
County Public Library's Writers Center Stage 
program for reminding us how brightly we all 
can shine. 

Member FDIC. ⬢®, Huntington® and ⬢ Huntington® are federally registered service marks of 
Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2024 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.

Get your 
passport  
at CCPL
Passport processing and photo 
services available 7 days a week 
by appointment.

Scan to  
learn more



216.749.9420

digitalnavigators@cuyahogalibrary.org

cuyahogalibrary.org/DigitalNav

Digital 
Navigators
We can help you – or someone you 
know – with your technology needs!

Call 216.749.9420 to make an 
appointment with one of our Digital 
Navigators at a Cuyahoga County 
Public Library branch. Just leave your 
name and phone number and one of 
our Digital Navigators will be in touch 
to help! 



is December 3
Join the global generosity movement by 
giving back to your community through 

the Cuyahoga County Public  
Library Foundation.

Learn how you can get involved as a 
volunteer or make a donation at  

ccplfoundation.org/ways-to-give
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Reading Room.

Create Where You Belong

CALL ,  VISIT A SHOWROOM, OR FIND US ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION   216.741.9000

Brooklyn Heights    1100 Resource Dr, Ste 3

Woodmere    28000 Chagrin Blvd

CAL IFORN IACLOSETS .COM



There’s always 
something different at 
Case Western Reserve 
University
CWRU is honored to partner with the Cuyahoga 
County Public Library for the William N. Skirball 
Writers Center Stage, held in the beautiful Milton and 
Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center at the Temple-
Tifereth Israel at Case Western Reserve University.

To learn more about more events on 
campus, please visit case.edu/events.

Explore more events at the Maltz 
Performing Arts Center, including 
the Silver Hall Concert Series, 
at case.edu/maltzcenter.


