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Thank you to dedicated CCPL staff, the CCPL Foundation
and everyone who supports our incredible, inclusive
Cuyahoga County Public Library’s mission!

Thanks to the Library for stretching our minds, enriching
our lives and keeping us entertained in healthy ways!

Sincerely,
Laura Bauschard
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SHELBY VAN PELT

Shelby Van Pelt is the author of Remarkably
Bright Creatures (2022), one of the most
popular debut novels in recent memory.
This story about a widow's unlikely
friendship with a giant Pacific
octopus has resonated with readers
all over the world and established
Shelby as one of the literary world’s
rising stars. To date, Remarkably
Bright Creatures has sold more
than 1.4 million copies worldwide.

INTRODUCTION
JENNY HAMEL

Jenny Hamel is the host of the Sound of Ideas, a daily public affairs program on Ideastream
Public Media (WKSU - 89.7 FM). The program covers national and local politics, education,
social issues, arts and culture, basically anything of interest in the 22-county Northeast Ohio
region ldeastream serves.

Prior to joining the Sound of Ideas, Jenny was the education reporter at I[deastream, covering
Northeast Ohio's schools as they navigated the challenges brought on by the pandemic.
Before coming to Cleveland, Jenny was a general assignment reporter for KCRW, an NPR
affiliate in Los Angeles.



Meet Libby

Download the Libby app from
OverDrive to seemlessly access our
eBooks, audiobooks and more!
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CATERING

Proudly Supporis
The William N. SKirball

; Wwriters Center Stage Series

56Kitchen.com
> ellecle.com

Our collection of eBooks and
audiobooks features thousands of
instantly-available titles you can
download or stream on your phone,
tablet, or even send to your Kindle.




Gries Financial is proud to lend our support to
The William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series

Helping you
experience cleveland

AMmbo

1430 west 28th st
cleveland, oh44113

www.ambacle.com
@amba_cle

IN YOUR OWN SUCCESS STORY

rhug Pke

12413 cedar rd
cleveland hts; oh 44106 //

www.zhugcle.com
@zhugcle

y 1801 E 9th Street | Suite 1600
GriesFinancial  Cleveland, OH 44114 | 216-861-1148

www.GRIES.COM




THANKS

to the Cuyahoga County Public Library for
providing 100+ years of outstanding service

to the residents of Cuyahoga County. |

v @

WMG / MERRYMEETING GROUP / Proud Supporter of CCPL / MERRYMTGGROUP.COM




storytelling

builds community.

KeyBank is proud to sponsor the 21st season of the William N. Skirball
Writers Center Stage Series featuring one of the literary world’s rising
stars, Shelby Van Pelt.

Van Pelt is the author of “Remarkably Bright Creatures,” an instant
New York Times bestseller that has sold more than 1.4 million copies
worldwide. This story about a widow’s unlikely friendship with a giant
Pacific octopus has resonated with readers around the globe.

We are grateful for the gift of her writing and its remarkable power to
lift and unite people from all walks of life.

KeyBank O=x
Opens Doors.

©2024 KeyCorp. All rights reserved. KeyBank Member FDIC 240830-2759178.04




Our teachers are unrivaled.

Experts in their disciplines, University School faculty inspire and mentor boys
with integrity and compassion. Join us for an upcoming admission event or

schedule a personal tour!

www.us.edu/visit

2025

V) e G UNIVERSITY
| B A SCcCHOOL

BEST
SCHOOLS

For Boys, Junior K - Grade 12




THE

CLEVELAND
ORCHESTRA

s. and reconci\iation
9

a story of murder, consequence

YINBVAPYRWE

Tickets & Details

MANDEL 3
OPERA&:

clevelandorchestra.com HUMANITI




UP NEXT:

Kaveh Akbar &
Tommy Orange

iéa;eh Akbar

-

Cuyahoga County
Public Library [ CASE WESTERN RESERVE

UNIVERSITY

WRITE YOUR STORY

LITERARY CLEVELAND

WORKSHOPS, FELLOWSHIPS, RESIDENCIES, CONFERENCES & MORE AT LITCLEVELAND.ORG




Cuyahoga

i - 1922 Society

FOUNDATION

Individuals who make a commitment to the Cuyahoga County Public Library
Foundation’s future through a bequest or planned gift become members

of the 1922 Society, named for the year CCPL was established. One of the
easiest, most meaningful and enduring planned gifts an individual can
make is a bequest to the CCPL Foundation in their will. Other legacy gifts
are qualified retirement plans, life insurance policies, trusts, gift annuities or
pooled income funds.

Your planned gift will be multiplied with gifts from other individuals and
families to benefit programs and services available in all the branches. The
new Sari Feldman Fund of the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation
will support innovative programs and services that enhance library learning
experiences throughout the CCPL system. These are library programs

that secure CCPL's standing as one of the nation’s leading public library
systems but cannot be sustained through general operating funds alone.
All unrestricted planned gifts given to the Cuyahoga County Public Library
Foundation will help grow the Sari Feldman Fund to support continued and
new programming.

1922 Society members will receive special access to exclusive author events,
and will be publicly recognized in branches and Library publications. When
the time is right for you to include a charitable gift in your estate plan,
please remember the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and

know your legacy will make a difference for your community.

CUYAHOGALIBRARY.ORG/1922

E 3 H

Scan to

Mr. Stanley* I. Adelstein and
Mrs. Hope* S. Adelstein

Anonymous

Eva Beckerman*

Mr. Warwick A. Buer*
Lillian R. Evans*

Sari Feldman and
Matt O’'Dwyer

Louise N. Grip*
Karl E. Gruber*
Eugene Horvath*
Dorothy D. Kleis
Norman Krejsa*
Shirley R. Kreps*

Joseph D. Kuten* and
Ann S. Kuten*

Cyrille W. Levenson
Dorothy Maryanski*
Carolyne R. Maschuk*
Laurel Mazorow
Kenneth McGowan*
Sandra V. Montegani*
Mort* & Iris November
Elizabeth H. Ramsey*
Larry Reiss*

Gertrude Rice*

Lynn A. Schreiber*
Patricia A. Shlonsky and Steven D. Hinkle
Lorie Hollington Smith
Johanna Stein*

Anne T. Thiel*

Phyliss Walker*
David Winko*

*Deceased



CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Janet AuWerter Jennifer Hartford George Sample

Brett P. Barragate Patricia Jurca Carter Samuelraj
Caroline Borrow, PhD Ron Konstantinovsky Caroline Selman

Helen Rankin Butler Bridget Martin Lorie Hollington Smith
Quo Vadis Cobb Lisa Cynamon Mayers Tracy Strobel, President
Allyn Davies, Secretary Scott Morgan Preeti Vekataramani
Bob DiBiasio Anne-Marie Petros

Lori Ann Franklin M. Neal Rains, Chair

Tamara M. Hagerty William I. Russo, CFP®, Treasurer

To empower individuals and communities by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Allyn Davies, President Saleh S. Awadallah, Trustee
Edward H. Blakemore, Vice President Dean E. DePiero, Trustee
Amira Thomas, Secretary William J. Leonard, Trustee

Patricial A. Shlonsky, Trustee

SPECIAL EVENT COMMITTEE

Lisa Cynamon Mayers, Chair ~ Bob DiBiasio Patricia Jurca
Allyn Davies Lori Franklin Caroline Selman
Helen Rankin Butler Tamara Hagerty Lorie Smith

Quo Vadis Cobb Jennifer Hartford



The 2024-25 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series is
presented by the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation

and our Academic Partner, Case Western Reserve University.

PRESENTED BY:

Cuyahoga County Public Library M CASE WESTERN RESERVE
UNIVERSITY
PUBLISHER:

UBGreensfelder Beveragef

EDITOR:

Laura CLEVELAND JODS( IgTWank MMG

Bauschard ORCHESTRA Merrymeeting Group

EDUCATION PARTNER:

10
HathawayBrown Iﬁé)[.REL .‘.53'

WRITER:

“ Gries Little Jacket

Financia
Partners

6 THE CITY CLUB OF CLEVELAND

UNDERWRITER:
Huntington Narcarer I Woxe

CoPANUTISLIC
INDIVIDUAL:
Joe & Nancy Jennifer & Robert Anne-Marie &

Keithley Hartford Sam Petros

Jessica Kanelos
Development Director

216.749.9475
jkanelos@cuyahogalibrary.org

Hillary Walker
Special Events
Senior Coordinator

216.749.949]
hwalker@cuyahogalibrary.org




We teach the child.
We reach the heart.

Gilmour empowers students to achieve
their goals and discover their passions.

GILMOUR
ACADEMY

EDUCATING THE MIND
EMPOWERING THE HEART

As Northeast Ohio’s only independent and Catholic
school, Gilmour creates endless possibilities for
students to not only learn about the real world,

but how to positively impact it.

Gilmour Academy is an independent, Catholic, coed school in the Holy Cross tradition. Grades K-12 and Montessori (18 months - PreK)




It's more than what you learn.

ACa chs gou betore.

JDS
7TAan 190 N2

(=] g =]
Joseph & Florence Mandel 5%
Y Jewish Day School ot

mandeljds.org




Empowered Girls Make

Empowered Leaders

2% Hath B
2% HathawayBrown
Eﬂi tar Co-ed Infant & Toddler Center and Early Childhood « Girls K-12




WRITERS CENTER STAGE

PAST SPEAKERS

2004
SEAMUS HEANEY

2004 - 2005
CALVIN TRILLIN

SUZAN-LORI PARKS
FRANCES MAYES

E.L. DOCTOROW

2005 - 2006
PAT CONROY

ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH
JANE SMILEY

ANNA QUINDLEN

2006 - 2007
FRANK McCOURT
AMY TAN
JIM LEHRER
TONY KUSHNER &
GEORGE C. WOLFE

2007 - 2008
IRA GLASS & DAVID RAKOFF
RUSSELL BANKS &

RICHARD RUSSO
JOYCE CAROL OATES
AZAR NAFISI

2008 - 2009

DAVID McCULLOUGH

JANE & MICHAEL STERN

MYLA GOLDBERG,
JONATHAN LETHEM &
COLSON WHITEHEAD
WITH NANCY PEARL

JOAN DIDION

2009 - 2010
GARRY TRUDEAU
CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY
MARY OLIVER

JHUMPA LAHIRI

2010 - 2011
DR. NEIL 0EGRASSE TYSON
JEANNETTE WALLS

DAVE EGGERS

PETE HAMILL

2011 - 2012
ELIZABETH STROUT
MICHAEL POLLAN

BILLY COLLINS

DR. ABRAHAM VERGHESE
ANNE LAMOTT

COLM TOIBIN

2012 - 2013

EMMA DONOGHUE

TRACY KIDDER

GERALDINE BROOKS &
TONY HORWITZ

ANN PATCHETT

RITA DOVE

ERIK LARSON

2013 - 2014
MICHAEL CHABON &
AYELET WALDMAN
STEPHEN L. CARTER
CHERYL STRAYED
ANDREW SOLOMON
ROBERT PINSKY
KATHERINE BOO

2014 - 2015
ZADIE SMITH

DENNIS LEHANE
ELIZABETH GILBERT
KHALED HOSSEINI
CHANG-RAE LEE

MARY ROACH

2015 - 2016
SARAH KOENIG & JULIE SNYDER
NEIL GAIMAN

GILLIAN FLYNN

EDWIDGE DANTICAT

ROZ CHAST

RICK BRAGG

2016 - 2017
DON DELILLO
LAWRENCE WRIGHT
ROXANE GAY
COLUM McCANN &

EDNA O'BRIEN
ALISON BECHDEL

JOHN GREEN

2017 - 2018

COLSON WHITEHEAD

PATTISMITH IN
CONVERSATION WITH
MAUREEN CORRIGAN

MARGARET ATWOOD

MARIA SEMPLE

DAVID GRANN

JOHN [RVING

2018 - 2019
JUDY BLUME & DANIEL HANDLER
JOHN GRISHAM

JESMYN WARD

TIMOTHY EGAN

LYNDA BARRY & MATT GROENING
JENNIFER EGAN

2019 - 2020
JANE MAYER & FRANK RICH

RACHEL KUSHNER & PIPER KERMAN

MICHAEL ONDAATJE

2020 - 2021
MADELINE MILLER
JOSH MALERMAN
SUSAN CHOI
YOTAM OTTOLENGHI
BRIT BENNETT
TARA WESTOVER &
TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS

2021-2022

RICHARD POWERS

AMOR TOWLES

MIN JIN LEE

CARMEN MARIA MACHADO &
RUMAAN ALAM

ANTHONY DOERR

ISABEL WILKERSON

2022-2023
MARLON JAMES
BARBARA KINGSOLVER
JON MEACHAM
JONATHAN FRANZEN
ELIF BATUMAN &

GARY SHTEYNGART
SILVIA MORENO-GARCIA

2023-2024

ANN PATCHETT & KEVIN WILSON
MICHELLE ZAUNER

HENRY WINKLER

HERNAN DIAZ

REBECCA MAKKAI

KIESE LAYMON & IMANI PERRY



MULHOLLAND &
SACHS at Eton '

Take Time to Celebrate with Handmade
Gifts by Simon Pearce ~ Vermont

University Hospitals
Ahuja Medical Center

Looking forward to
another engaging Writers
Center Stage season!

BRIDAL REGISTRY AVAILABLE

Please make an appointment in advance.

— GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS —

28699 CHAGRIN BLVD. WOODMERE, OH 44122
216-831-4444 mulhollandsachs.com Mon - Sat, 10 to 5

John E. Feighan, MD

University Orthopaedic Specialists
Director, Foot and Ankle
Orthopaedics
& Chief of Orthopaedics
Ahuja Medical Center

440.743.8139
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1820 COVENTRY ROAD + CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118 » 216.321.2665 * www.macsbacks.com

CELEBRATING 46 YEARS OF BOOKSELLING
THREE FLOORS OF NEW AND USED BOOK
WWW.MACSBACKS.COM

TWW}\G Grace, Borl @
WSSOCATISLIC ~ Gratitude & Love  UPRT LAWYRrS ammee

ATTORNEYS AT LAW Larwyer Ratings

Margaret W. Wong & Associates LLC, a leading immigration law services firm with
more than 200 years’ experience, has represented thousands of employers &
individuals around the world since 1978. We tailor solutions to your unigue
immigration needs. We fight for the best outcomes with innovative strategies. We
guide clients through complex immigration law that requires thorough, prompt and
professional response.

Green Cards * Citizenship & Naturalization * EB-5 Immigrant Investors
H-1B * Immigrant & Non-Immigrant Visas * Employment Authorization
Labor Certifications ® BIA Appeals * Federal Litigation ® Criminal Alien Issues [El4;E
601A Waiver ® Asylum * Deportation ®* Removal * Exclusions o

MWW Immigration Center 3150 Chester Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 44114
imwong.com 216-566-9908 info@imwong.com
Atlanta * Chicago * Cleveland * Columbus * Nashville ® New York * Raleigh

=
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ACTRESS/PLAYWRIGHT
CREATIVE ENGINE

JE SCRI

D|scover more at cugahogallbrarg.org
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amen
eltec

Hear stories behind books by
nationally and internationally
acclaimed authors on topics
including Jewish life, Israel,
RS history, American diplomacy,
spirituality, art and mystery.

ncil ()
Mandel JCC
Cleveland
Jewish

Book Festival

25TH ANNUAL MANDEL JCC

Cleveland Jewish Book Festival

MARCH 2025

RABBI SHARON BROUS
Mar 19« 7:30 pm - Congregation Mishkan Or
= The Amen Effect: Ancient Wisdom to Mend our Broken
Hearts and World
In a time of loneliness and isolation, social rupture and
alienation, what will it take to mend our broken hearts
and rebuild our society? Brous makes the case that the spiritual work
of our time, as instinctual as it is counter-cultural, is to find our way to
one other in celebration, in sorrow and in solidarity. The Amen Effect
translates foundational ideas into simple practices, offering a blueprint
for a meaningful life and a more connected and caring world.
Tickets: $15
FORTHE FULL SCHEDULE AND TO PURCHASE TICKETS, VISIT

mandeljcc.org/bookfest

UPCOMING
PROGRAM

JENNIFER LANG
Mar 116 pm
Mandel JCC

ABATTOIR

Abattoir Gallery is a space for contemporary art in Cleveland with a mission
to showcase the best regional art in a national context.

Visit our website or Instagram to view our recent exhibitions, look through
our featured artists, and keep up with what’s coming next.

abattoirgallery.com | 3619 Walton Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio |

abattoirgallery




Author Visits

Ada Calhoun

A 4 Gfﬁrep
) "ALET\ITED

Olivie Blake

Scan to see all of our
upcoming events

EVENING

Lee Martin
in conversation with
Connie Schultz

Juliet Grames




Join us for ThinkForum

Case Western Reserve University invites the Greater Cleveland community to
engage with prominent academic leaders and international experts through
the Think Forum lecture series at the Maltz Performing Arts Center.

March 20, 2025
Kevin Roose
Award-winning columnist for The New York Times

Preparing You for a World Dominated by Technology and Al
The Millis Lecture

May 22, 2025

Hua Hsu
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Stay True and New Yorker staff writer

A State of Becoming: What It Means to Tell Asian American Stories
The F. Joseph Callahan Distinguished Lecture

. Learn about CWRU Page Turners,
To register for the lectures . .
\ g a discussion group on the works of

and learn more, please visit
case.edu/events/thinkforum. CWRU PAGE
TURNERS

the Think Forum series speakers.
Visit case.edu/alumni/pageturners.

CASEWESTERNRESERVE  CWRU 220
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ONECALL FOR FORMIDABLE
MULTIDISCIPLINARY SERVICES

Jones Day proudly supports the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation

and its efforts to help the county’s public library system provide opportunities 'N—ES
for all to read, learn, create, and connect.

) N
Why Jones Day? Formidable legal talent across specialties and jurisdictions D ‘
available upon client command.

2400 LAWYERS. 40 LOCATIONS. 5 CONTINENTS. ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE® JONESDAY.COM
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UB Greensfelder is proud to support the William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series
and the Cuyahoga County Public Library as they empower individuals and communities
by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create and connect.

frombriefstobooks.com

QBGreenSfelderm Our business begins with you:

CLEVELAND ST. LOUIS CHICAGO CINCINNATI COLUMBUS SOUTHERN ILLINOIS NEW YORK WASHINGTON DC BOCA RATON UBGLAW.COM
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12419 CEDAR AT FAIRMOUNT
CLEVELAND HTs., OH 44106

INFO@ APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM

PHONE: 216.791.2665
WEB: WWW.APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM

~ INDEPENDENT SINCE 1975 ~




At the City Club we believe the right conversation can change the course of history.

The City Club of Cleveland is proud to support the Writers Center Stage Series.

Learn more about upcoming forums and to find out how you can support free speech at cityclub.org

E.‘ l.l"‘

CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (TRI-C®)

IS PROUD TO SPONSOR
THE 2024-2025

WI LLIAM N o
H Community
College
s KI R BA L L i
“is

WRITERS CENTER STAGE SERIES tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

24-0609




Know your
audience.

It’s the first rule for creating
an impactful advertisement.
If you're speaking to a group
of voracious readers, don’t
be afraid to engage them in
a long copy ad. Choose your
words carefully, thoughtfully,
and, dare we say, energetically.
Readers will not appreciate nor stand
formundane prose. Stateyour premise
quickly, like we did in the first sentence.
Then provide reasons to believe. (See
above.) Maybe then provide a call to
action or even a QR code so they might
dive deeper into your work. Like this:

Little Jacket

KNOWING OUR AUDIENCE
SINCE 2004

Digital
Newsstand

Enjoy digital versions of your favorite
news publications and magazines for
FREE anytime, anywhere using your
Cuyahoga County Public Library card.

=1 Newspa perg-!

A Source CFlipster

€he New York Times

D pressreader

The Washington Post THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.




Laurel girls today.
Leaders tomorrow.

At Laurel, girls are leaders in the classroom, on the
field and on the stage. Through a demanding academic
curriculum informed by our Center for Research on
Girls, our unparalleled public-speaking coursework
and our beyond-the-classroom experiences, girls at
Laurel lead every day.

Come see how Laurel girls lead!

SHAKER HEIGHTS, OHIO | established 1896

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN

18 months-Grade 12
Open House
Saturday, April 12,2025 - 9:00-11:00 am

RSVP today!

Admissions@LaurelSchool.org

216.464.0946
B [ALREL

S T
&) ey LaurelSchool.org




A round of applause for the
Cuyahoga County Public Library.
And everyone in your audience.

Literature illuminates the human experience.
It connects us to each other, brings us closer,
and reminds us of the incredible heights we're
capable of reaching. So from all of us at
Huntington, a big thank you to the Cuyahoga
County Public Library's Writers Center Stage
program for reminding us how brightly we all
can shine.

(#) Huntington

Welcome:

Member FDIC. #°, Huntington® and @ Huntington® are federally registered service marks of
Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2024 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.

Get your
passport
at CCPL

Passport processing and photo
services available 7 days a week
by appointment.

Scan to
learn more




Digital Navigators

We can help you - or someone you know -
with your technology needs!

Call 216.749.9420 to make an appointment with one of our Digital Navigators
at a Cuyahoga County Public Library branch. Just leave your name and phone
number and one of our Digital Navigators will be in touch to help!




Cuyahoga
County

Public
Library

FOUNDATION

Ex Libris
Society

Scan to
donate

The Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation
established the Ex Libris Society to honor and show
appreciation for our most loyal and generous donors.
Their support and commitment sustain Cuyahoga County
Public Library’s programs and services now and for future
generations. Donors who give an annual fund gift of $1,000
or more are recognized in the Ex Libris Society and enjoy
exclusive benefits and unique experiences that only the
Library can provide.

Benefits

- Presale ticket opportunities for the
William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series and
other special events

- Unique opportunities to meet and mingle with
best-selling and award-winning authors

- Access to invitation-only donor
appreciation events

- Reserved seating at select Cuyahoga County Public
Library sponsored events

- Special recognition in Library publications

Join the Ex Libris Society online at
ccplfoundation.org/ex-libris-society

OR

mail your donation to:
Cuyahoga County Public Library,
Finance Department,

2111 Snow Road, Parma, OH 44134.

Please make your check payable to CCPL Foundation.



Reading Room.

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

e

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

CALL, VISIT A SHOWROOM, OR FIND US ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION 216.741.9000

Brooklyn Heights 1100 Resource Dr, Ste 3
Woodmere 28000 Chagrin Blvd

CALIFORNIACLOSETS.COM




There’s always
something different at
Case Western Reserve
University

CWRU is honored to partner with the Cuyahoga
County Public Library for the William N. Skirball
Writers Center Stage, held in the beautiful Milton and
Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center at the Temple-
Tifereth Israel at Case Western Reserve University.

To learn more about more events on
campus, please visit case.edu/events.

Explore more events at the Maltz
Performing Arts Center, including
the Silver Hall Concert Series,

at case.edu/maltzcenter.

CASE WESTERN RESERVE

UNIVERSITY




