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IAN McEWAN 
Ian McEwan’s literary works have earned him 
worldwide critical acclaim. His first collection 

of short stories, First Love, Last Rites, won the 
Somerset Maugham Award in 1976. McEwan 

was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize for 
Fiction numerous times before winning the 
award for Amsterdam in 1998. His novel, 
Atonement, received the WH Smith Literary 
Award in 2002 and was adapted into an 
Oscar-winning film featuring Keira Knightley 

and James McAvoy. His new book, What We 
Can Know, will be published on September 
18, 2025. All attendees will receive a copy of 

What We Can Know.

INTRODUCTION
ROBERT SPADONI 
Robert Spadoni is an associate professor at Case Western Reserve University, where he teaches 
courses across a wide range of film topics. He is the author of Uncanny Bodies: The Coming of Sound 
Film and the Origins of the Horror Genre (University of California Press). Spadoni earned his doctorate 
in English from the University of Chicago and a master’s degree in cinema studies from New York 
University. In 2018, he received the Carl F. Wittke Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching.



Brought to you by

Three Floors of New and Used Books

Celebrating 47 years of bookselling

www.macsbacks.com



Bottle openers, coasters &  
wine glasses.
Just a few of the items created by artists and 
entrepreneurs in CCPL’s Innovation Centers using  
3D printers, laser engravers and vinyl cutters.

SCAN FOR  
MORE INFO



©2025 KeyCorp®. All rights reserved. KeyBank Member FDIC 250826-3440778

At KeyBank, we are passionate about the arts and believe in their ability to inspire and 
transform. In keeping with our support for the arts and the communities we serve, we are 
thrilled to be part of the 2025–26 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series. 

Congratulations on the 22nd season! Your commitment to uplifting the works of talented 
authors from all walks of life is a remarkable gift to our community.

We are grateful for these authors and their devotion to telling stories that feed the human 
spirit and unite us all.

celebrating the power 
of the written word.





Mr. Stanley I. Adelstein* and  
Mrs. Hope S. Adelstein*

Anonymous

Eva Beckerman*

Mr. Warwick A. Buer*

Gary L. Clark*

Lillian R. Evans*

Sari Feldman and  
Matt O’Dwyer

Louise N. Grip* 

Karl E. Gruber*

Eugene Horvath*

Dorothy D. Kleis

Norman Krejsa*

Shirley R. Kreps*

Joseph D. Kuten* and  
Ann S. Kuten*

Cyrille W. Levenson

Judith Lipp*

Dorothy Maryanski*

Carolyne R. Maschuk*

Laurel Mazorow

Kenneth McGowan*

Sandra V. Montegani*

Mort* & Iris November

Elizabeth H. Ramsey*

Larry Reiss*

Gertrude Rice*

Lynn A. Schreiber*

Patricia A. Shlonsky and Steven D. Hinkle

Lorie Hollington Smith

Johanna Stein*

Anne T. Thiel*

Phyliss Walker*

David Winko*

Individuals who make a commitment to the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
Foundation’s future through a bequest or planned gift become members 
of the 1922 Society, named for the year CCPL was established. One of the 
easiest, most meaningful and enduring planned gifts an individual can 
make is a bequest to the CCPL Foundation in their will. Other legacy gifts 
are qualified retirement plans, life insurance policies, trusts, gift annuities or 
pooled income funds.
   
Your planned gift will be multiplied with gifts from other individuals and 
families through the Sari Feldman Fund of the CCPL Foundation to support 
programs and services throughout the CCPL system. These are library 
programs that secure CCPL’s standing as one of the nation’s leading 
public library systems but cannot be sustained through general operating 
funds alone. All unrestricted planned gifts given to the Cuyahoga County 
Public Library Foundation will help grow the Sari Feldman Fund to support 
continued and new programming.   

1922 Society members will receive special access to exclusive author events, 
and will be publicly recognized in branches and Library publications. When 
the time is right for you to include a charitable gift in your estate plan, 
please remember the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation and 
know your legacy will make a difference for your community.  

 

1922 Society

 1922SOCIETY.ORG

Scan to  
learn more 

*Deceased



	

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION

Allyn Davies, President 
Edward H. Blakemore, Vice President 
Amira Thomas, Secretary

Saleh S. Awadallah, Trustee 
Dean E. DePiero, Trustee 
William J. Leonard, Trustee
Patricia A. Shlonsky, Trustee

F O U N D A T I O N  B O A R D

Janet AuWerter  
Brett P. Barragate
Caroline Borrow, PhD 
Ellen Brown
Helen Rankin Butler
Quo Vadis Cobb 
Beth Davidian
Allyn Davies, Secretary
Bob DiBiasio​

Lori Ann Franklin 
Jennifer Hartford 
Patricia Jurca
Ron Konstantinovsky
Bridget Martin 
Lisa Cynamon Mayers 
Scott Morgan 
Elizabeth Patterson
Anne-Marie Petros  

Jamar O. Rahming, President
M. Neal Rains, Chair
William I. Russo, CFP®, Treasurer
George Sample 
Carter Samuelraj 
Courtney Sankovich
Caroline Selman, Vice Chair
Lorie Hollington Smith
Preeti Vekataramani

The Cuyahoga County Library Foundation exists to raise financial resources in support of the Library's mission 
and to elevate awareness of the Library's critical role in the community.

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

C U Y A H O G A  C O U N T Y  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Lisa Cynamon Mayers, Chair
Quo Vadis Cobb  
Beth Davidian  
Allyn Davies 

Bob DiBiasio
Lori Franklin
Jennifer Hartford 
Patricia Jurca

Caroline Selman
Lorie Smith

S P E C I A L  E V E N T  C O M M I T T E E



CONTACT US 

Jessica Kanelos
Development Director

p: 216.749.9475
e: jkanelos@cuyahogalibrary.org

Hillary Walker
Special Events  

Senior Coordinator
p: 216.749.9491

e: hwalker@cuyahogalibrary.org

The 2025-26 William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series is  

presented by the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation 

and our Academic Partner, Case Western Reserve University.

P R E S E N T E D  B Y :

P U B L I S H E R :

I N D I V I D U A L :

W R I T E R :

E D I T O R :

E D U C A T I O N  P A R T N E R :

U N D E R W R I T E R :

Jennifer & Robert  
Hartford 

Joe & Nancy  
Keithley

Anne-Marie &  
Sam Petros

Laura  
Bauschard

Caroline & David  
Selman

THE CITY CLUB OF CLEVELAND





We teach the child.  
We reach the heart. 

Gilmour empowers students to achieve 
their goals and discover their passions.

Gilmour Academy is an independent, Catholic, coed school in the Holy Cross tradition. Grades K-12 and Montessori (18 months - PreK)   

As Northeast Ohio’s only independent, Catholic, coed school, 
Gilmour creates endless possibilities for students to not only 
learn about the real world, but how to positively impact it.

To lea
rn m

ore or schedule a per
so

na
l t

ou
r.

SCAN QR CODE



Our teachers are 
unrivaled.
Experts in their disciplines, University School faculty inspire and 
mentor boys with integrity and compassion. Register today for 
our All-School Family Open House on Sunday, November 2!

www.us.edu/visit

For Boys, Junior K - Grade 12

Each year, the Jarvis Scholar Program awards up to ten fully-funded, 
four-year merit scholarships to students entering the ninth grade. 
The application for fall 2026 admission is now open.

Merit Scholarship
Opportunity

2025

BEST
SCHOOLS

Private K-12
School in Ohio

#1

NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL 

NOW OPEN!



2 0 0 4 
SEAMUS HEANEY

2 0 0 4  –  2 0 0 5  
CALVIN TRILLIN
SUZAN-LORI PARKS 
FRANCES MAYES 
E.L. DOCTOROW 

2 0 0 5  –  2 0 0 6 
PAT CONROY
ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH 
JANE SMILEY 
ANNA QUINDLEN 

2 0 0 6  –  2 0 0 7
FRANK McCOURT 
AMY TAN 
JIM LEHRER 
TONY KUSHNER &  
     GEORGE C. WOLFE

2 0 0 7  –  2 0 0 8 
IRA GLASS & DAVID RAKOFF 
RUSSELL BANKS &  
     RICHARD RUSSO 
JOYCE CAROL OATES 
AZAR NAFISI 

2 0 0 8  –  2 0 0 9 
DAVID McCULLOUGH
JANE & MICHAEL STERN 
MYLA GOLDBERG,  
     JONATHAN LETHEM &  
     COLSON WHITEHEAD  
     WITH NANCY PEARL 
 JOAN DIDION 

2 0 0 9  –  2 0 1 0
GARRY TRUDEAU
CHRISTOPHER BUCKLEY 
MARY OLIVER 
JHUMPA LAHIRI 

2 0 1 0  –  2 0 1 1
DR. NEIL deGRASSE TYSON 
JEANNETTE WALLS 
DAVE EGGERS 
PETE HAMILL 

2 0 1 1  –  2 0 1 2 
ELIZABETH STROUT
MICHAEL POLLAN 
BILLY COLLINS 
DR. ABRAHAM VERGHESE
ANNE LAMOTT 
COLM TÓIBÍN 

2 0 1 2  –  2 0 1 3 
EMMA DONOGHUE
TRACY KIDDER
GERALDINE BROOKS &  
     TONY HORWITZ
ANN PATCHETT 
RITA DOVE 
ERIK LARSON 

2 0 1 3  –  2 0 1 4 
MICHAEL CHABON &  
     AYELET WALDMAN 
STEPHEN L. CARTER 
CHERYL STRAYED 
ANDREW SOLOMON 
ROBERT PINSKY 
KATHERINE BOO 

2 0 1 4  –  2 0 1 5 
ZADIE SMITH
DENNIS LEHANE 
ELIZABETH GILBERT 
KHALED HOSSEINI 
CHANG-RAE LEE 
MARY ROACH

2 0 1 5  –  2 0 1 6
SARAH KOENIG & JULIE SNYDER
NEIL GAIMAN
GILLIAN FLYNN
EDWIDGE DANTICAT
ROZ CHAST
RICK BRAGG

2 0 1 6  –  2 0 1 7
DON DeLILLO
LAWRENCE WRIGHT
ROXANE GAY
COLUM McCANN &  
     EDNA O’BRIEN
ALISON BECHDEL

JOHN GREEN

2 0 1 7  –  2 0 1 8
COLSON WHITEHEAD
PATTI SMITH IN       
     CONVERSATION WITH       
     MAUREEN CORRIGAN
MARGARET ATWOOD
MARIA SEMPLE
DAVID GRANN
JOHN IRVING

2 0 1 8  -  2 0 1 9 
JUDY BLUME & DANIEL HANDLER 
JOHN GRISHAM 
JESMYN WARD 
TIMOTHY EGAN 
LYNDA BARRY & MATT GROENING 
JENNIFER EGAN

2 0 1 9  -  2 0 2 0 
JANE MAYER & FRANK RICH 
RACHEL KUSHNER & PIPER KERMAN 
MICHAEL ONDAATJE

2 0 2 0  -  2 0 2 1
MADELINE MILLER
JOSH MALERMAN
SUSAN CHOI
YOTAM OTTOLENGHI
BRIT BENNETT
TARA WESTOVER &  
     TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS 

2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2
RICHARD POWERS
AMOR TOWLES
MIN JIN LEE
CARMEN MARIA MACHADO & 
     RUMAAN ALAM
ANTHONY DOERR

ISABEL WILKERSON 

2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3
MARLON JAMES
BARBARA KINGSOLVER
JON MEACHAM
JONATHAN FRANZEN
ELIF BATUMAN &  
     GARY SHTEYNGART
SILVIA MORENO-GARCIA

2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4
ANN PATCHETT & KEVIN WILSON
MICHELLE ZAUNER
HENRY WINKLER
HERNAN DIAZ
REBECCA MAKKAI
KIESE LAYMON & IMANI PERRY

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5
JULIA QUINN
MIRANDA JULY
ABRAHAM VERGHESE
SHELBY VAN PELT
ERIK LARSON
S.A. COSBY

WRITERS CENTER STAGE
PAST SPEAKERS



Looking forward to 
another engaging Writers 

Center Stage season!

John E. Feighan, MD
University Orthopaedic Specialists 

Director, Foot and Ankle 
Orthopaedics  

& Chief of Orthopaedics
Ahuja Medical Center

440.743.8139

Ahuja Medical Center



3619 Walton Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio abattoirgallery| |abattoirgallery.com

Abattoir Gallery is a space for contemporary art in Cleveland, exhibiting 
emerging talent in the region and nationally. 

Gallery hours: Fridays and Saturdays 12 - 5pm or by appointment 



UP NEXT:

Malcolm Gladwell 
October 28, 2025 

Livestream  
Still Available



tri-c.edu
216-987-6000

25-0739

CUYAHOGA  COMMUNI TY  COLLEGE  ( TR I -C ®)

IS PROUD TO SPONSOR

The 2025-2026
William N.
Skirball

Writers Center Stage Series

KEYNOTE
Nov 10 • 7:30 pm

Mandel JCC

M A N D E L  J CC 

Cleveland Jewish Book Festival
N O V E M B E R  2025 A N D  M A R C H  2026

LIHI LAPID 

I Wanted to Be Wonderful, A Novel
This book follows the lives of two women in their first years of motherhood. One 
is a fictional character trying to live the happily ever-after life we all imagined for 
ourselves. The second woman is the author herself, relating her real life story. It’s a 
story of metamorphosis, from independent working woman to mother, helpless 
in the face of the discovery that there’s something very seriously wrong with her 
daughter. In trenchant, thoughtful, and often laugh-out-loud-funny prose, Lihi tells 
a true-life story of women – and men – struggling to live up to modern pressures.

$18 Mandel JCC Members; $25 Community; $75 with VIP reception Cleveland
Jewish

Book
Festival

FOR THE FULL SCHEDULE AND TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
mandeljcc.org/book-festival



Scan to see all of our  
upcoming events

Mitch Albom
Parma-Snow Branch
Tuesday, October 7 / 7 PM

Jake Tapper  
in conversation with  
Mike McIntyre
Parma-Snow Branch
Thursday, October 23 / 7:30 PM

Lily King  
in conversation with  
Claire McMillan
South Euclid-Lyndhurst Branch
Monday, November 10 / 7 PM

Susan Orlean  
in conversation with  
Connie Schultz
Parma-Snow Branch
Wednesday, October 22 / 7 PM



ubglaw.com  |  frombriefstobooks.com

“The very existence of libraries 
affords the best evidence that 
we may yet have hope for the 
future of man.”

-T.S. Eliot

UB Greensfelder was created in 2024 through the merger of Ulmer & Berne LLP and 
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.—two strong, growth-focused firms that joined forces 
to create an Am Law 200 legal powerhouse.

UB Greensfelder is proud to support the William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage 
Series and the Cuyahoga County Public Library as they empower individuals and 
communities by providing opportunities for all to read, learn, create, and connect.



2500 LAWYERS.  43 LOCATIONS.  5 CONTINENTS.  ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE.  JONESDAY.COM2500 LAWYERS.  40 LOCATIONS.  5 CONTINENTS.  ONE FIRM WORLDWIDE.®  JONESDAY.COM

Jones Day proudly supports the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation 
and its efforts to help the county’s public library system provide opportunities 
for all to read, learn, create, and connect.

Why Jones Day? Binding energy, conviction, and credibility arising from
shared professional values.



Borrow eBooks  
for FREE
Our collection features thousands of 
instantly available titles you can 
download or stream on your phone, 
tablet, or even send to your Kindle. 

Scan to  
learn more.



WORKSHOPS,  FELLOWSHIPS,  RESIDENCIES,  CONFERENCES & MORE AT  L ITCLEVELAND.ORG



Don’t miss CCPL's annual picks of the 
best books for kids of all ages. We think 
these books would make great holiday 
gifts, but they are also available to 
borrow from our collection!

Scan to  
learn more



Advisors LLC

Effective government affairs 
representation from veteran 
policy professionals.

An accomplished, 
experienced team.

Taftadvisors.com
Galen Schuerlein / galen.schuerlein@taftadvisors.com



The Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation 
established the Ex Libris Society to honor and show 
appreciation for our most loyal and generous donors. 
Their support and commitment sustain Cuyahoga County 
Public Library’s programs and services now and for future 
generations. Donors who give an annual fund gift of $1,000 
or more are recognized in the Ex Libris Society and enjoy 
exclusive benefits and unique experiences that only the 
Library can provide.

Benefits
• �Presale ticket opportunities for the  
William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Series and 
other special events

• �Unique opportunities to meet and mingle with  
best-selling and award-winning authors

• �Access to invitation-only donor  
appreciation events

• �Reserved seating at select Cuyahoga County Public 
Library sponsored events

• Special recognition in Library publications

Join the Ex Libris Society online at  
ccplfoundation.org/ex-libris-society

OR 

mail your donation to:  
Cuyahoga County Public Library,  
Finance Department,  
2111 Snow Road, Parma, OH 44134. 

Please make your check payable to CCPL Foundation.

Ex Libris  
Society

Scan to 
donate



Check it out: A branding agency that 
values more than your budget.

----------------------------------------------
DATE: 9-26-25 
----------------------------------------------

TITLE:  Travels with Charley: In Search  
 of America
AUTHOR: Steinbeck, John 
FROM:  Andres, Tasmin 
 Account Manager/Strategist @ LJ

TITLE:  Linguaphile 
AUTHOR: Sedivy, Julie 
FROM:  Beer, Allison 
 Senior Designer @ LJ

TITLE:  Circe
AUTHOR: Miller, Madeline 
FROM:  Coe, Abby 
 Designer @ LJ

TITLE:  The Nightingale
AUTHOR: Hannah, Kristin 
FROM: Cline, Shelby 
 Account Coordinator @ LJ

TITLE:  Essentialism
AUTHOR: McKeown, Greg 
FROM: Medrano, Jason 
 Senior Designer @ LJ

----------------------------------------------

Save $102.98 by finding these picks 
at Cuyahoga County Public Library. 

Then come to us for other smart ideas.

----------------------------------------------
WEB: little-jacket.com   TEL: 216-373-6979

 
TIME: 6:50PM



More concerts in October

clevelandorchestra.com

Mahler’s 
Song of the Earth 
OCT 2 l THU 8 PM
OCT 5 l SUN 3 PM
Franz Welser-Möst, conductor 
Limmie Pulliam, tenor
Iurii Samoilov, baritone

HONEGGER  Symphony No. 3, “Symphonie liturgique”
MAHLER  Das Lied von der Erde

Trifonov 
Plays Brahms

OCT 9–11

Beethoven’s 
Ode to Joy

OCT 23–26

Ohlsson 
Plays 

Mozart
OCT 30– 

NOV 2

Beatrice 
Rana

in Recital
OCT 29

WS2425-AD_Writers Center Stage October-Preview - 7.75x7.75.indd   1WS2425-AD_Writers Center Stage October-Preview - 7.75x7.75.indd   1 9/17/25   9:30 PM9/17/25   9:30 PM



Empowered Girls Make 
Empowered Leaders

LEARN FOR LIFE

Co-ed Early Childhood • Girls K-12



CALL , VISIT A SHOWROOM, OR FIND US ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION   216.741.9000

Brooklyn Heights    1100 Resource Dr, Ste 3

Woodmere    28000 Chagrin Blvd

CAL IFORN IACLOSETS .COM

Create Where You Belong
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There’s always 
something different at 
Case Western Reserve 
University
CWRU is honored to partner with the Cuyahoga 
County Public Library for the William N. Skirball 
Writers Center Stage, held in the beautiful Milton and 
Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center at the Temple-
Tifereth Israel at Case Western Reserve University.

To learn more about more events on 
campus, please visit case.edu/events.

Explore more events at the Maltz 
Performing Arts Center, including 
the Silver Hall Concert Series, 
at case.edu/maltzcenter.


