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úÈ H¥fkYbf 

 

This Handbook provides an overview of the Systems Biology and Bioinformatics (SYBB)            
Graduate Program at Case Western Reserve University. The handbook describes the           
special features, requirements and expectations of the SYBB program. The policies           
described in this apply to incoming students for the 2018-2019 academic year and             
beyond. Students should be familiar with requirements and guidelines of the university,            
the School of Graduate Studies and the SYBB program. Many, but not all, of these               
requirements are described in this document. There are several other useful documents            
and websites that describe the opportunities and requirements associated with          
graduate study at CWRU. 
 
Policies of the School of Graduate studies, along with links to important forms and dates               
can be found at case.edu/gradstudies 
 
School of Medicine resources and information can be found on the Office of Graduate              
Education website. case.edu/medicine/admissions-and-programs/graduate-programs 
 
The Graduate Student Council (GSC) web site, cwrugsc.orgsync.com , provides additional           
resources and information for enrolled graduate students. 

 

ûÈ H¥zl¥Yw A®f¥®nf¯ 

 

The Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine established the first PhD and             
MS programs in Systems Biology and Bioinformatics (SYBB) in the State of Ohio in 2011.               
Based in the School of Medicine, with the Department of Nutrition as its administrative              
home, the faculty cohort includes faculty from multiple departments and schools across            
the CWRU campus to provide a diverse training environment for our students. 

The SYBB program at CWRU offers trainees the opportunity to combine experimental            
with computational or mathematical disciplines to understand complex biological         
systems. The goal of this program is to produce scientists who are familiar with multiple               
disciplines and equipped to conduct interdisciplinary research. The SYBB program trains           
scientists who are able to generate and analyze experimental data for biomedical            
research and to develop physical or computational models of the molecular           
components that drive the behavior of a biological system.  

The specific academic requirements of the SYBB Program are intended to provide            
students with a required core curriculum in Systems Biology and Bioinformatics and a             
set of electives designed both to assure minimum competencies in our three            
fundamental core competencies and equip trainees for their particular         
thesis/dissertation research discipline. Each trainee will be guided in their course of            

Page | 4 
 

http://case.edu/gradstudies/
https://case.edu/medicine/admissions-and-programs/graduate-programs
http://cwrugsc.orgsync.com/


 

study by a mentoring committee to ensure the completion of training in the program              
competencies as well as the maintenance of a focus on molecular systems theory.  

 

3©xdYwfx¨Yv *z¥f *zw¢f¨fxbnf¦ 

 
The specific academic requirements of the SYBB Program are intended to provide            
students with a required core curriculum in Systems Biology and Bioinformatics, and a             
set of electives designed to assure minimum competencies are met.  
 
Each trainee will be guided in their customized course of study by a mentoring              
committee to ensure the completion of training in the program competencies as well as              
maintenance of a focus on molecular systems theory.  

These competencies are: 

ǒ Evaluation of the scientific discovery process and of the role of bioinformatics in             
it in detail, including data generation steps and understanding the biology 

ǒ Application of computational and statistical methods appropriate to solve a          
given scientific problem 

ǒ Construction of software systems of varying complexity based on design and           
development principles 

ǒ Effective teamwork to accomplish a common scientific goal. 
ǒ Building knowledge in local and global impact of bioinformatics and systems           

biology on individuals, organizations, and society 
ǒ Effective communication of bioinformatics and systems biology problems to a          

range of audiences, including, but not limited to, other bioinformatics          
professionals 

 

H¥zl¥Yw M¥Ybu¦ 

The Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) graduate program in Systems Biology and            
Bioinformatics (SYBB) has two tracks: 

• >zvfb©vY¥ Yxd *zw¢©¨Y¨nzxYv )nzvzl± Þ This track embraces the pursuit of basic            

science research employing the application and development of computational         

approaches to address difficult questions derived from large “big data” datasets.           

This track equips students in both acquisition of data using omics approaches and             

extends this work through computational approaches. Graduates in this track will           

find ample opportunities within the pharmaceutical industry, contract research         

organizations and academic career paths. 

• M¥Yx¦vY¨nzxYv )nznxkz¥wY¨nb¦ Þ The translational bioinformatics track trains students         

to work at the interface of ‘omics and clinical medicine. From integrating genomic             

data into electronic medical records, to developing tools to analyze and           

communicate genomic risk to patients, students trained in this track work to            
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integrate bioinformatics tools and technologies into clinical workflows. Graduates of          

this track will find opportunities within industry as well as in more varied academic              

and clinical settings. 

 

H¥zl¥Yw !dwnxn¦¨¥Y¨nzx Yxd *zz¥dnxY¨nzxÍ The SYBB program is guided by a steering            
committee Chaired by David Lodowski, Graduate Program Director for the SYBB           
program. The Steering Committee members are: Mark Chance, Vice Dean for Research,            
Professor of Basic Science, Director, Center for Proteomics & Bioinformatics; Mehmet           
Koyuturk, Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science (Primary)          
and Proteomics & Bioinformatics (Secondary); David T. Lodowski. Assistant Professor of           
Nutrition (Primary), Center for Proteomics and Bioinformatics (Secondary) and         
Pharmacology (Secondary); William Bush, Associate Professor of Population and         
Quantitative Health Sciences (Primary); Gurkan Bebek, Assistant Professor of Nutrition,          
(primary) Center for Proteomics and Bioinformatics (secondary); Jean-Eudes Dazard,         
Assistant Professor of Nutrition (Primary), Center for Proteomics and Bioinformatics          
(Secondary) and Mark Cameron, Assistant Professor of Population and Quantitative          
Health Sciences (Primary). The coordinator for the SYBB program is Katie Gaffen. Dr.             
Lodowski and Dr. Chance serve as Co-directors of the SYBB program. 

Admission to the SYBB program is offered through the School of Medicine's Biomedical             
Research Training Program (BSTP) or the Medical Science Training Program (MSTP) and            
in rare instances through direct admission to our program. Our preferred route of             
application for PhD applicants is through the BSTP or MSTP PPI or umbrella programs. 

 

üÈ Hm, H¥zl¥Yw 

 

!È !bYdfwnb Kf¤©n¥fwfx¨¦ kz¥ ¨mf Hm,  

All PhD students in the Systems Biology and Bioinformatics program will fulfill the             
overall academic requirements for PhD study at Case Western Reserve University;           
students entering with a bachelor’s degree will satisfactorily complete a minimum of 36             
semester hours of courses (which may include independent study/research, course 601           
- pre-dissertation research credits). All course work must be at the 400 level or higher,               
and at least 24 semester hours of coursework must be graded. The Systems Biology and               
Bioinformatics PhD program offers a customized curriculum uniquely tailored to          
student’s interests and research needs; the student in concert with their mentoring            
committee designs a set of classes which address both interests and research needs for              
accomplishment of dissertation research. This includes three core classes, which for           
both the Translational Bioinformatics and Molecular and Computational Biology tracks          
includes: Bioinformatics for Systems Biology (SYBB 459), Bioinformatics Data Science          
(SYBB 412) and Current Proteomics (SYBB 555).  
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In addition to the coursework credits requirements, students must successfully pass the            
candidacy examination, and obtain a minimum of 18 dissertation research credits (SYBB            
701). Students are also required to register for the SYBB journal club (SYBB 501) each               
semester and will either present their own work or a journal article once a year.               
Students are also required to attend the Department of Nutrition seminar series, which             
includes one faculty seminar speaker and one invited external speaker each month​. For             
students admitted with advanced standing, (Students admitted with an approved          
previous master’s degree), the classwork requirements are reduced slightly to the           
completion of at least 18 semester hours of 400-level or higher course work. The              
dissertation research credit requirement remains the same for students with advanced           
standing. Additional requirements all doctoral students include course in Research Rigor           
and Reproducibility (IBMS 450), a course in the Responsible Conduct of research (IBMS             
500), a qualifier exam, a PhD Dissertation and an oral defense consistent with CWRU              
requirements. Note that after the fourth year in the program, PhD students are required              
to also begin attending the RCR+4 (Responsible Conduct in Research year 4 and beyond              
training) talks to extend their responsible conduct in research training. 

 
!d®Yxbfd L¨Yxdnxl 

Students entering with a bachelor’s degree will complete a minimum of 36 semester             
hours of courses; For students entering with an approved master’s degree, completion            
of at least 18 semester hours of 400-level or higher course work and at least 12                
semester hours of this course work must be graded.  
 
 

"È M©n¨nzx Yxd L¨n¢fxd 

Full time registered SYBB PhD students are eligible for and receive tuition, health             
insurance and stipend support. Stipends and tuition are funded by NIH training grants,             
NIH individual research grants, NSF grants and university resources. Regardless of entry            
mechanism, SYBB students who are not funded externally will receive at least the same              
amount of stipend support as BSTP program students (BSTP stipend for the 2018-2019             
year is $29,500). After the first year, the source of funds for tuition and stipend support                
is the responsibility of the research mentor and his/her home department. Students are             
highly encouraged to seek support through the submission of individual training grants.  
  
Three potential funding opportunities for PhD students are:  
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP)  

http://www.nsfgrfp.org  
Application opens in August and is due in November.  

DOE Computational Science Graduate Fellowship (CSGF) 
http://www.krellinst.org/csgf/  
Application opens in October and is due in January. 

NIH F31- Ruth L. Kirschstein Predoctoral Individual National Research Service Award  
https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/fellowships/F31 
Applications are accepted in April, August and December. 
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#È >fx¨z¥nxl *zwwn¨¨ff 

Entering students will be assigned a faculty mentor by the SYBB steering committee             
upon acceptance of the trainee into the SYBB program. In consultation with the mentor,              
a committee consisting of at least two SYBB trainers is formed to guide the student’s               
matriculation during the first year or until the student joins his/her dissertation research             
laboratory. The student's overall planned program of study (PPOS) integrating these           
directives will be completed and approved by the SYBB Graduate Program Director at             
the end of the first year. The mentoring committee guides the coursework choices of              
the student such that they will have completed training in the SYBB fundamental core              
competencies required for their thesis research by the end of year two. Once the              
student has chosen a dissertation research mentor, the research mentor becomes the            
head of the student’s mentoring committee if he/she is not already a member of the               
committee. The research mentor will also be assigned to be the advisor of record in the                
Student Information System (SIS). Upon passing to PhD candidacy, the student’s           
dissertation committee will replace the mentoring committee in this advisory capacity;           
note that it is the policy of the SYBB program that the research advisor cannot serve as                 
the chair of the dissertation committee. There is no expectation that mentoring            
committee members remain on the dissertation committee. 

 
$È HvYxxfd H¥zl¥Yw zk L¨©d± 

An official Planned Program of Study (PPOS) is required to be submitted in SIS for each                
graduate student by the end of the second semester by the school of graduate studies.               
Mmf HHAL w©¦¨ af ¦©awn¨¨fd xz vY¨f¥ ¨mYx ¨mf fxd zk ¨mf ¦fbzxd ¦fwf¦¨f¥ zk               
l¥Yd©Y¨f ¦¨©d± ¨z Y®znd Y Kfln¦¨¥Y¨nzx 5zvdÎ SYBB students draft a PPOS during the              
second semester of their first year in consultation with their mentoring committee. The             
Planned Program of Study which consists of the courses and other requirements for the              
PhD degrees must be established in consultation with the student’s mentoring           
committee and then must be approved by the SYBB Graduate Program Director. After             
approval by the SYBB GPD, the student will submit their PPOS via the Student              
Information System (SIS) for faculty/research advisor and School of Graduate Studies           
approval. A revised program of study must also be approved and submitted ®nY SIS when               
any change in the original plan occurs.  

 
L©awn¦¦nzx H¥zbf¦¦ 
The Student Information System User Guides at https://case.edu/registrar/sisresources        
page provides guides to all common SIS activities and a training manual on creating a               
planned program of study. Submit your PPOS via the https://sis.case.edu/. 
 
6xdn®nd©Yv ,f®fvz¢wfx¨ HvYx  
Students are also required to submit and discuss an IDP with their mentor by the middle                
of the second semester of their first year in the program. The IDP will be reviewed by                 
the mentor and student at least annually. An IDP must be submitted through the IDP               
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portal provided by the school of graduate studies at         
https://med-ed.case.edu/IDP/Default.aspx.  

 
 

%È =Yaz¥Y¨z¥± Kz¨Y¨nzx¦ kz¥ Nxdfbndfd ,n¥fb¨ !dwn¨ Yxd )LMH HH6 L¨©dfx¨¦ 

Students will generally participate in two to three laboratory rotations of two to three              
months in length. A student may request to be admitted to a laboratory at any time                
after matriculation, but it is suggested that students rotate with at least two             
laboratories prior to deciding. SYBB PPI students will rotate through three laboratories            
as per the funding agreement with the dean for first year support prior to selecting a                
dissertation research laboratory. The student, the selected research mentor, the          
mentor's department chair and the SYBB steering committee/GPD must approve the           
laboratory selection in writing. Approval can only be granted upon receipt of the signed              
Mentor Agreement Form. 

 
&È )nznxkz¥wY¨nb¦ ;z©¥xYv *v©a Yxd Tz¥u¦ nx H¥zl¥f¦¦ ¢¥f¦fx¨Y¨nzx¦ 

The SYBB Journal Club (SYBB 501) is designed to assist SYBB students in the              
development of effective presentation skills and critical reading assessment of literature           
and research. Each student is required to attend journal club and present one paper or               
works in progress talk per year after his/her initial semester in the program. Attendance              
at departmental seminars is also required and is part of the attendance policy for the               
SYBB journal club. Works in progress talks provide students an opportunity to share and              
discuss their research in order to gain feedback. It is expected that the students in the                
audience provide questions/feedback to presenters. Immediately after presenting        
journal club students are provided a private assessment of their presentation and            
presentation skills from the faculty in attendance. 
 

'È ,n¦¦f¥¨Y¨nzx !d®n¦z¥± *zwwn¨¨ff 

Prior to the Qualifying Exam, the student will form a Dissertation Advisory Committee to              
conduct the qualifying exam and to guide the dissertation research plan. The committee             
must be chaired by a tenured or tenure-track faculty member and must include (at              
least) three other CWRU faculty members. The committee must include: the research            
mentor, at least one faculty member with expertise in relevant experimental work and             
at least one faculty member with expertise in relevant computational and mathematical            
analyses. Members of the dissertation advisory committee may fulfill more than one            
requirement so long as the committee has at least four members. This committee will              
serve to evaluate the student’s candidacy to the PhD and becomes the Dissertation             
committee after admission to candidacy to provide needed guidance during the course            
of the student’s dissertation research, regularly attending the bi-yearly dissertation          
progress meetings required by the SYBB program. The dissertation committee also           
serves to evaluate the final dissertation defense of the PhD.  
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(È J©Yvnk±nxl .°Yw Yxd !d®Yxbfwfx¨ ¨z *YxdndYb± 

During the second semester of the student’s second year, the student will generate and              
defend an NIH or NSF style proposal based on their proposed dissertation research as              
their qualifier exam; successful oral defense of this proposal and completion of core             
requirements will result in recommendation for formal PhD candidacy. Candidates not           
successful at this stage may have a second opportunity to defend their proposal only at               
the discretion of both the SYBB steering committee and the Dissertation Committee.            
Once a student passes to advances to candidacy, the Advancement to Candidacy form             
must be filled out immediately and filed with the School of Graduate Studies. Forms can               
be found at https://case.edu/gradstudies/current-students/forms. At this point, the        
department must identify a university faculty member who will serve as the doctoral             
student's Research Advisor/Mentor and formally notify the Dean of Graduate Studies. 
 
J©Yvnk±nxl .°Yw 4©ndfvnxf¦  
The exam consists of a written NIH style proposal detailing the student’s dissertation             
research project, which is followed by an oral defense that will primarily deal with the               
proposed research but may also delve into the student’s general biological knowledge            
and application of systems theory and bioinformatics techniques to biological questions.           
Proposals will follow format/requirements of a standard F31 proposal. The link to            
proposal requirements is: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-11-111.html.    
The proposal (as submitted to committee) will to include: Abstract, Relevance, Specific            
Aims (1 page) and Research Strategy (6 pages). The student’s mentor and the             
dissertation committee may provide feedback to the student as he/she is developing            
the proposal, but it is expected that the proposal is the student’s work.  
 
No less than four weeks prior to the Qualifying exam, the student must schedule a               
pre-qualifying exam meeting with the Dissertation committee to ensure that the project            
proposal will be sufficient and appropriate for a Qualification exam. At minimum specific             
aims should be presented at this meeting; it is expected that all Dissertation Committee              
members be present in person or via teleconference during this pre-meeting as student             
(and possibly mentor) will be apprised of the feasibility of the project for both the               
qualification exam as well as the following Dissertation research. 
 
No less than three weeks prior to the scheduled oral exam, the student will deliver               
either electronic or paper copies of the proposal to the committee, who will read prior               
to the oral defense. The Oral Qualifying Exam will be conducted by the candidate’s              
dissertation advisory committee in the presence of the student’s advisor. The student’s            
advisor does not participate in the actual examination, but should be present for the              
examination, as the advisor is allowed to make a statement of support of the student               
after the oral presentation/defense, as well as answer questions about the student’s            
research project.  
 
The general format for the oral exam is a 30-45 minute talk presenting preliminary              
results and detailing the experimental plan going forward; the student is not limited to              
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the experimental plan presented in the written proposal as there may be multiple             
projects which the student is undertaking. 6¨ n¦ ¨mf ¢zvnb± zk ¨mf Lbmzzv zk 4¥Yd©Y¨f               
L¨©dnf¦ Yxd ¨mf LV)) ¢¥zl¥Yw ¨mY¨ Yvv bzwwn¨¨ff wfwaf¥¦ af ¢m±¦nbYvv± ¢¥f¦fx¨ kz¥             
¨mf J©YvnknbY¨nzx f°Yw Yxd ,n¦¦f¥¨Y¨nzx dfkfx¦f wff¨nxl¦Î The committee will then           
question the student about the results and implementation of the experimental plan            
presented and should evaluate the student’s proposed project. Tmnvf Y lfxf¥Yv           
f°YwnxY¨nzx zk anzvzlnbYv Y¢¢vnbY¨nzx¦ zk ¦±¦¨fw¦ ¨mfz¥± Yxd anznxkz¥wY¨nb¦ Y¥f xz¨ ¨mf            
lzYv zk ¨mf f°YwnxY¨nzxË ¦¨©dfx¨¦ ¦mz©vd af Y¯Y¥f zk ¨mf¦f Yxd ¨mfn¥ Y¢¢vnbY¨nzx ¨z ¨mf               
¢¥z¢z¦fd ¢¥ztfb¨ Yvzxl ¯n¨m Y ¨mz¥z©lm ©xdf¥¦¨Yxdnxl zk ¨mf anzvzl± zk ¨mf ¢¥ztfb¨. 
 
Upon successful passage to candidacy, it is expected that students will submit the             
fellowship proposal to the NIH for consideration; this should be based upon the             
qualifying exam project and should implement the feedback on the document/proposal.           
The Department of Nutrition administration staff will provide assistance with          
completion and submission of the application package. Students are encouraged to           
apply for fellowships through the NSF, DOE and other funding bodies throughout their             
stay in the SYBB program.  

 
Kf¤©n¥fwfx¨ kz¥ anÝYxx©Yv bzwwn¨¨ff wff¨nxl¦ Yxd ¢¥zl¥f¦¦ ¥f¢z¥¨¦ 
Upon advancement to candidacy, students are expected to meet with their dissertation            
committees at least twice a year, informing the committee as to their progress and              
results. After these meetings, the Chair of the Dissertation Advisory Committee will            
report the student’s research progress and dissertation progress via a one page written             
report and cover page detailing details pertaining to the progress to degree. Starting in              
2018 this cover page will be filed with the School of Graduate Studies. These reports are                
appended to the student’s annual progress report, demonstrating that committee          
meetings have occurred and that progress toward the degree is occurring. To ensure a              
reasonable time to degree, beginning in Year 5, students are required to have             
committee meetings every four months, and should a student’s tenure in the program             
extend beyond year five, the Graduate program will assess the student’s progress by             
having the GPD or other trainer sit in on these meetings with the possibility that we may                 
add additional committee members or more frequent meetings or additional          
assessment of progress to assist with satisfactory progress to degree. 
 

)È !xx©Yv ¥f¢z¥¨ zk ¦¨©dfx¨ ¢¥zl¥f¦¦  

L¨©dfx¨¦ Y¥f f°¢fb¨fd ¨z Y¨ ¨mf fxd zk fYbm ¦bmzzv ±fY¥ ¦©awn¨ Y ±fY¥v± ¢¥zl¥f¦¦               
¥f¢z¥¨ ¨z ¨mf LV)) l¥Yd©Y¨f dn¥fb¨z¥Î This form will be sent out at the end of April, and                  
will be due no later than May 31. Upon receipt of the report, the GPD will meet with                  
the student to discuss progress to degree. 
 

*È *z©¥¦f ĆÿĀ Kf¤©n¥fwfx¨¦ 

A student who has advanced to candidacy must take SYBB 701 research credits starting              
the semester immediately following the successful Candidacy exam. Students who have           
advanced to candidacy must register for 1-9 credits of SYBB 701 each fall and spring               
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semester (or up to 6 credits for the summer when needed). Students who have not               
advanced to candidacy may begin registering for up to a total of 6 credit hours of course                 
701 with departmental approval by completing the Predoctoral Standing form. Forms           
can be found at https://case.edu/gradstudies/current-students/forms. �"�] �h�j�k�G�I�[�j�q�Q�Y�Y     �� �� ��
�D�I�O�Q�p�I�[�G�I�d�<�g�j�Z�I�[�j�<�Y�]�g�Q�[�h�j�g�k�E�j�]�g�d�I�g�Z�Q�h�h�Q�]�[�j�] �g�I�O�Q�h�j�I�g�N�]�g�/�9�����Æ�¿�À�k�[�Y�I�h�h�d�g�]�d�I�g�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
���G�p�<�[�E�I�Z�I�[�j�]�g�+�g�I�G�]�E�j�]�g�<�Y�h�j�<�j�k�h�P�<�h�D�I�I�[�<�d�d�g�]�p�I�G�D�s���g�<�G�k�<�j�I�/�j�k�G�Q�I�h�•Axbf Y�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��   
¦¨©dfx¨ aflnx¦ ¥fln¦¨¥Y¨nzx zk ĆÿĀ b¥fdn¨ mz©¥¦Ë ¨mf ¦¨©dfx¨ w©¦¨ ¥fln¦¨f¥ kz¥ Y¨ vfY¦¨              
zxf b¥fdn¨ mz©¥ zk ĆÿĀ f®f¥± ¦fwf¦¨f¥ ©x¨nv l¥Yd©Y¨nzxÎ A minimum of 18 credit hours               
of SYBB 701 is required to graduate. Students have five years to complete their degree               
from their first registration of SYBB 701. Extension beyond this five year clock is only               
given with a petition for and approval of the School of Graduate Studies.  
 

 

+È ,n¦¦f¥¨Y¨nzx Kf¤©n¥fwfx¨¦ 

PhD candidates must submit a written dissertation as evidence of their ability to             
conduct independent research at an advanced level. The dissertation must represent a            
significant contribution to existing knowledge in the student's field, and at least a             
portion of the content must be suitable for publication in a reputable professional             
journal or as a book or monograph. Students must prepare their own dissertations. Joint              
dissertations are not permitted. The written dissertation must conform to regulations           
concerning format, quality, and time of submission established by the Dean of Graduate             
Studies. General instructions can be obtained from the School of Graduate Studies.            
https://case.edu/gradstudies/current-students/electronic-theses/. Dissertations should   
not contain proprietary or classified material. When the research relates to proprietary            
material, the student and adviser are responsible for making preliminary disclosures to            
the sponsor in advance to permit timely release of the dissertation. In rare cases an               
embargo on the dissertation of up to one year may be granted, but the publication of                
the dissertation is an absolute requirement for the granting of the PhD. These             
arrangements must be disclosed when the dissertation is submitted to the School of             
Graduate Studies. 
 
LV)) ¢¥zl¥Yw l©ndfvnxf¦ kz¥ kz¥wY¨ Yxd bzx¨fx¨ zk ¨mf dn¦¦f¥¨Y¨nzx 
Research for the dissertation is to be carried out under the direct supervision of a               
university faculty member. See appendix (Below) for a comprehensive guide to writing            
the dissertation. 

 
,È 3nxYv A¥Yv .°YwnxY¨nzx ã,n¦¦f¥¨Y¨nzx ,fkfx¦fä 

Each doctoral candidate is required to pass a final oral examination in defense of the               
dissertation. A student passes the final oral examination if no more than one voting              
member dissents. 
! LV)) ¢zvnb± n¦ ¨mY¨ ±z© w©¦¨ mY®f Y ¢¥fÝdfkfx¦f bzwwn¨¨ff wff¨nxl xz vf¦¦ ¨mYx Ăÿ                
dY±¦ ¢¥nz¥ ¨z ±z©¥ dn¦¦f¥¨Y¨nzx dfkfx¦f dY¨fË Yxd �[�] z¥Yv dfkfx¦f wY± af ¦bmfd©vfd              
¢¥nz¥ ¨z ¨mn¦ wff¨nxl. Only the majority of the members of your committee need be               
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present for this pre-defense meeting. For PhD students, the Notification for Scheduling            
the Final Oral Exam for the PhD form:        
http://case.edu/gradstudies/media/caseedu/grad-studies/documents/Notification-for-S
cheduling-the-Final-Oral-Exam-for-the-PhD.pdf may be filed only after this meeting, Y¨         
vfY¦¨ ¨m¥ff ¯ffu¦ ¢¥nz¥ ¨z ¨mf ¦bmfd©vfd dfkfx¦f dY¨fÎ By signing this form, the              
Yd®n¦f¥ n¦ nxdnbY¨nxl ¨mY¨ ¨mf ¯z¥u n¦ ¥fYd± ¨z dfkfxd. The defense must be published               
on the University Calendar and open to the campus community. The candidate will             
provide each committee member with a copy of the completed dissertation at least two              
weeks prior to the examination, and a bound final version should go to the SYBB               
director for archival purposes. 

 
-È H©avnbY¨nzx Kf¤©n¥fwfx¨¦ 

A minimum of one manuscript published or accepted for publication first author            
publication is required prior to the Dissertation Defense. Co-first authorship is           
acceptable for this requirement. A second publication must be at least submitted to a              
journal for review at the time of the defense. Any deviations of this policy must be                
negotiated in advance of scheduling the final defense with both the student’s            
Dissertation Committee and the GPD/SYBB steering committee and must be granted in            
writing. 

 
.È 4¥Yd©Y¨nzx 6x¦¨¥©b¨nzx¦ kz¥ ,zb¨z¥Yv *YxdndY¨f¦ 

SYBB students need to prepare and apply well in advance for graduation. In order to               
graduate, students must complete the Application for Graduation process in the Student            
Information System (SIS) by the established deadline(s). Students who fail to meet the             
established deadlines must re-apply to graduate. The deadlines posted are firm. 
Additionally, students must complete all of the required forms in the PhD graduation             
packet. This packet contains all the necessary forms and instructions for graduation. For             
more information and the graduation packet, go to:        
https://case.edu/gradstudies/current-students/graduation/doctoral-graduation. 
Important dates and deadlines for graduation can be found at          
https://case.edu/gradstudies/current-students/dates-deadlines. Students must be    
registered during the semester in which they graduate and candidates must meet all of              
the deadlines set forth in the Graduate Studies calendar. Students must satisfy all             
financial obligations to receive their degree.  
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O.  L©llf¦¨fd Mnwfvnxf kz¥ Hm, ,fl¥ff a± .xd zk ±fY¥ Ą 
 

Year Fall Semester Spring Semester 

1 �0   Establishment of mentoring 

committee 

�0   Laboratory Rotations 

�0   Identification of Research Mentor  

�0   Course Work 

�0   Laboratory Rotations(if still necessary) 
�0   Identification of Research 
Mentor/Advisor (beginning of semester) 
�0   Development /submission/ of PPOS 
�0   Course Work 
�0   Pre-PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Qualification Exam Preparation 
�0   Journal Club Presentation  

2 
 

�0   Qualifying Exam Preparation 
�0   Pre-PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Course Work 
�0   Journal Club Presentation 
�0   Begin Identification of Dissertation 
Committee members 

�0   Finalize Dissertation Committee 
membership 
�0   Qualifying Exam Presentation 
�0   PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Course Work 
�0   Journal Club Presentation 

3 �0   PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Journal Club Presentation 

�0   PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Dissertation Committee Meeting 
�0   Works in Progress Presentation 

4 �0   PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Journal Club Presentation 

�0   PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Dissertation Committee Meeting 
�0   Works in Progress Presentation 

5  �0   PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Journal Club Presentation 

�0   PhD Dissertation Research 
�0   Dissertation Committee Meeting 
�0   Works in Progress Presentation 
�0   Dissertation Defense 
�0   Graduation 
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