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Practicum Background

Where: Milton & Charlotte Kramer Law Clinic
Located within Case Western Reserve University School of Law
Clinic Group: Human Trafficking Law Project

The Human Trafficking Clinic focuses on both prevention strategies for those at risk for
human trafficking and remedial strategies for human trafficking survivors.
Some of the risk factors associated with human trafficking are:
- Housing Instability - Immigration status
- Financial Instability - Lack of social support
- Discrimination due to gender identity - Reduced access to Physical & Mental
& sexual orientation healthcare

Public Health Problem

Housing Instability
Trans persons are at a much higher risk for human trafficking than their cisgender

counterparts.

*  30% of trans adults have experienced homelessness in their lives and 12%
experienced homelessness in the past year due to their gender identity.

» By correcting forms of identification to match how a person is presenting

themselves or identifying themselves, we can reduce the number of people that

are forcibly outed as gender nonconforming when showing their ID for housing or

employment purposes.

Employment Discrimination

Finding safe, steady work is difficult. Due to discrimination in many jobs and

industries, trans persons often have no choice but to turn to alternative ways to

make money — which can include drugs, commercial sex, and other criminalized

work.

*  20% of trans people work in the underground economy.

*  41% of workers have experienced physical assault during this work.

* Inthe commercial sex industry, trans persons are 3X more likely to be
attacked than cisgender persons in the same industry.

Mental Health

The trans population also suffers widespread issues with mental health due to

stigma, discrimination, and additional life & legal barriers.

* 39% of trans adults experienced significant emotional and mental distress
within the past month

* 40% of trans adults have attempted suicide in the past, while the national
average for attempted suicide is around 4.6%

P Legal gender affirmation was significantly associated with lower reports of

depression, anxiety, somatization, global psychiatric distress.
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Activities & Process

As a result of showing an ID that listed the wrong

name or gender, many trans people experienced Preparaﬁon:
negative outcomes, including: 1. Advertise event to local hospitals and outreach centers.
25% 2. Legal research on each county’s filing requirements .
3. Compile client information.
4, Recruit & train 1L volunteers.
16% 5. Prepare individual client folders .
Day of:
9% 1.  Assign each student to clients as they arrive.

68% of transgender people

reported that none of their IDs 2. Check all applications prior to printing.

listed the correct name and 2% 3. Direct each volunteer and client to the notary table.
gender. — 4.  Collect all required documents for court filing.
Figure 1: ACLU 2015 U.S. Trans Survey ‘”’v;'ﬁlr“”' l)mv‘;«:\bzf“zl}v:vswm AQE,%E}\:}}: Az‘r‘:(ﬁ‘lt‘:“m Post Event:
1. Double check all requirements by county before filing for individuals.
e 2.  Sort folders by county to take to file.
. I I 3.  Filein applicable probate court as individual clients become ready.

EQUALITY OHIO

Objectives

1.  Reduce barriers to application process
P Provide clients with ID and Birth Certificate vouchers though Equality Ohio.
P Provide clients with finding through Trans Ohio.
P Complete all needed parts of the applications in one day.
P Provide on site access to Notary .

Checkist for Gender Marker and Name Change in

1. Complete applications for 20 clients during event

2.  File all applications in court by May 1st.

Figure 2: Checklist to complete in each client interview
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Counties Filed In: 6*
Name Changes Filed: 15*
Corr. of Birth Record Filed: 5*

Clients Interviewed: 35
Name Change Applications Completed: 30
Correction of Birth Records Completed: 10

*Filing currently in progress (March — May)
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