
April 21, 2021

SOM Office of Grants & Contracts:
Submitting Your NIH Grant Proposals 
What NIH calls errors or problems



Agenda: Successful Submissions to NIH
• Goal: Improve quality of submissions and save time in award negotiations

• This is intended to be a training and update on Other Support and Biosketch
• This may generate questions for all. We will try to get to them all and may have to 

provide follow up with answers

• Let’s pull the curtain back: NIH
• Proposals
• JIT
• RPPR

• NIH’s Policy Change
• Other Support
• Biosketches



• Links and/or URL’s
• Budget justification (modular budgets)
• Non Modular detailed budget

• All are encouraged to ask for more money
• Ask for all the money YOU need to do the 

work
• Salary escalation is not allowed

• Headers/footers in application 

Issues with Proposals: Red Zoners

• Co-Investigator vs collaborator vs 
consultant

• Rejections from NIH: 
• IC must be included in the RFA
• Incorrect RFA reference
• Budget over $500,000 without prior 

permission







• Review AIMS with PO 
• Application Overlap
• Cover Letters
• No appendices unless RFA allows
• Seriously consider submitting an R01 above $500K Direct

• Request permission from NIH 6 weeks prior to submission date

• Editing/science review assistance 
• Reach out to Erin Fogarty (exf132) (docs needed 2-3 wks in advance)

Proposal Suggestions



• Must be fully routed to OG&C
• SPARTA FP (funding proposal) and in Assist or 

workspace if applicable
• Sparta: Can be an email posted into SPARTA FP or the PI 

can indicate it when they route the FP to the Chair

• SOM CWRU policy requires availability of:
• Department Administrator
• PI
• By phone!

• New proposal submission policy
• Underway

Submission Day



• Verify effort in ongoing support 
• Not the completed projects

• Completed Support 
• No more than 3 years

• List grant in question in pending support !!!!
• Foreign component/collaboration

• If any, must be disclosed
• For example: If a new one evolved since the original application

• Confirmed in the Sparta FP by the PI
• Disclose as needed in Other Support
• Sparta: Can be an email posted into SPARTA FP or the PI can log comment

JIT



• Human Subjects/Animal use
• Human Subjects: CREC certificates are required 

• Read JIT closely

• Sub F&A agreements are often requested

• Key Personnel changed from proposal? 
• Include needed documents

JIT



• Reporting effort 
• Manuscripts

• Human subjects and/or animal use
• Questions G.9 and G.10 must be confirmed 

in SPARTA FP
• PI must confirm

RPPR Errors

• Reduction of effort for Key Personnel ?
• Anything different to report?

• (Program Grants): Submit NIH’s defined budget 
amount for future period



• GMS (mis) interpretation of guidelines
• RPPR

• Foreign component disclosed for the first time
• iRPPR

• Read the NOGA
• An iRPPR may be required

• Read your NOGA again
• Red Zone submission (s)

• Budget issues: causes delay

Case Studies



IMPERATIVE 

NIH requires communications 
originate from AOR (signing official)   

PO and PI yes re: science



Please be responsive to your department administrator regarding 
budget and compliance inquiries

Lots of time is lost here

Reminder: Award



Other Support/Biosketch
Changes per NIH
Effective on and after May 25, 2021



Format Page Changes
Biographical Sketch Format Page Section B ‘Positions and Honors’ 

Renamed ‘Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors’.

For the non-Fellowship Biosketch:
Section D has been removed

For the Fellowship Biosketch:
Section D has been updated to remove ‘Research Support.’
As applicable, all applicants may include details on ongoing and 
completed research projects from the past three years that they want to 
draw attention to within the personal statement, Section A.

Other Support Format Page Re-organized to separate funded projects from in-kind contributions

Signature block added, for Program Director/Principal Investigator or 
Other Senior/Key Personnel to certify the accuracy of the information 
submitted
Each PD/PI or senior/key personnel must electronically sign their 
respective Other Support form as a PDF prior to submission



• For Other Support submissions that include foreign activities and 
resources, recipients are required to submit copies of contracts, grants 
or any other agreement specific to senior/key personnel foreign 
appointments and/or employment with a foreign institution as 
supporting documentation. 

• (at least in the last 5 years)
• If they are not in English, recipients must provide translated copies. This 

supporting documentation must be provided as part of the Other 
Support PDF following the Other Support Format page.

• ORTM is working on a decision tree checklist

OTHER SUPPORT: Supporting Documentation



• Due dates on or after May 25, 2021
• Applications and JITs

• After January 25, 2022
• NIH will withdraw your application 

• SOM OG&C requires the new format effective Midnight 5/24

Effective Date



• Other Support includes all resources made available to a researcher
• This includes but is not limited to:

• Resources and/or financial support from all foreign and domestic entities
• Consulting agreements

• When the PD/PI or other senior/key personnel will be conducting research as part of the consulting 
activities. Non-research consulting activities are not Other Support.

• In-kind contributions
• Office/laboratory space
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Employees or students supported by an outside source.
• Provide reasonable estimates of value, if not readily available
• Only resources UNIQUELY available to the researcher

Reminders Other Support:



• This includes but is not limited to:
• All Senior/Key Personnel

• Required for all individuals designated in an application as senior/key personnel

• Do not include:
• Start up packages 
• Training awards and prizes
• Gifts:

• Item or service with expectation of associated time commitment is not a gift
• It’s an in-kind contribution and must be reported as Other Support

Reminders Other Support:



• SciENcv template for Other Support 
• Profile system for all who apply for, receive or are associated with 

research support via federal agencies
• SciENcv is available in My NCBI

Reminders Other Support:







• Excellent Score?
• Notify the IRB, if human subjects involved
• Animals

• If you don’t have an approved IACUC, let the IACUC know

• Do not list effort
• Key Personnel

• “PD/PI and other individuals who contribute to the scientific development or 
execution of a project in a substantive, measurable way, whether or not they 
receive salaries or compensation under the grant.”

• Other Support required regardless of support
• If none, put none

Reminders:



• CASE: I just found out that the PI or other Senior/Key personnel on an 
active NIH grant failed to disclose Other Support information outside 
of Just-in-Time or the RPPR 

• Submit updated Other Support to SOM OG&C as soon as it 
becomes known

• SOM OG&C will submit to NIH
• NEW collaborations?

• After the grant is awarded, requires prior approval by NIH 
• (Process: Consider comparable to a “change in scope”)

Immediate Notification of Undisclosed Other Support



Permissible, but it must be “flattened” (capable of being printed)

“Print” as a PDF
(Jon will demo at the end)

E-Signature



https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-
components.htm?anchor=alphaHeader4227

FAQs: Other Support

https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm?anchor=alphaHeader4227


• Section A now includes research support information (was previously in section D)
• Section B Renamed ‘Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors’. 

• List in reverse chronological order
• All positions and scientific appointments both domestic and foreign,

• Affiliations with foreign entities or governments
• Including titled academic, professional, or institutional appointments whether or 

not remuneration is received
• Whether full-time, part-time, or voluntary (including adjunct, visiting, or honorary)

• Section D. Scholastic Performance updated
• Remove ‘Research Support’
• Section D is solely present on the fellowship version of the Biosketch, and no longer 

includes research support, only Scholastic Performance

Changes for Biosketches





https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/biosketches.htm?anchor=alpha
Header4029

FAQs: Biosketches

https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/biosketches.htm?anchor=alphaHeader4029


medres@case.edu
Subject line: training question

Additional Questions

mailto:medres@case.edu


Foreign Component Details, if needed by Speakers
Additonal info on Foreign Component OS

• All available to the researcher
• This includes but is not limited to, financial support for laboratory personnel, and provision of high-value 

materials that are not freely available (e.g., biologics, chemical, model systems, technology, etc). 
• Institutional resources, such as core facilities or shared equipment that are made broadly available, should 

not be included in Other Support, but rather listed under Facilities and Other Resources.

This includes but is not limited to:

• Resources and/or financial support from all 
foreign and domestic entities

• Consulting agreements
• When the PD/PI or other senior/key 

personnel will be conducting research as 
part of the consulting activities. Non-
research consulting activities are not Other 
Support.

• In-kind contributions
• e.g. office/laboratory space, equipment, 

supplies, employees or students supported 
by an outside source. 

• If the time commitment or dollar value of 
the in-kind contribution is not readily 
ascertainable, the recipient must provide 
reasonable estimates.

• Only resources UNIQUELY available to the 
researcher



Reduction of effort for Key Personnel ?
• Effort reported should NOT be reduced more 

than 25% 
• Foreign Component Question G.9 must be 

confirmed in FP BY PI !

Anything different to report?
• New foreign collaboration or inclusion of 

animals
• Articulate as a approval request 

• We would like to……(not….we DID)
(Program Grants): Submit NIH’s defined budget 
amount for future period

• Not usually relevant for R series
• Don’t ask for more; don’t ask for less
• No carry forward request in RPPR (NOGA 

YOGA per MRC)

RPPR Errors Expanded Detail
Reporting effort 

Manuscripts
• Must be compliant. Non compliant 

pubs delay award notice

Human subjects and/or animal use
• Don’t contradict what was in the 

proposal regarding human subjects or 
animals are involved

• HSS (human subject inclusion) MUST 
be submitted in ASSIST PRIOR to the 
RPPR 

• Ensure that you don’t contradict what 
was in the proposal regarding human 
subjects or animals are involved

Questions G.9 and G.10 must be confirmed 
in SPARTA FP

• G.9  Unobligated balance
• G.10 Foreign Component (PI must 

confirm)



Demo: “Flattening a PDF”
This only applies to PDFs signed with a digital 
signature. 



A digitally signed PDF can be recognized by the blue bar. 



Select file and print



Select Adobe PDF as the printer and select print. A new window will pop 

up.



Give it a file name and hit save



The flat version can be recognized by the fact that the blue signature bar is gone.


	SOM Office of Grants & Contracts:� Submitting Your NIH Grant Proposals �What NIH calls errors or problems
	Agenda: Successful Submissions to NIH
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	JIT
	JIT
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	IMPERATIVE 
	Slide Number 13
	Other Support/Biosketch Changes per NIH
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	A digitally signed PDF can be recognized by the blue bar. 
	Select file and print
	Select Adobe PDF as the printer and select print. A new window will pop up.
	Give it a file name and hit save
	The flat version can be recognized by the fact that the blue signature bar is gone.

