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Career Planning/ 
Academic Planning
What Happens after 

Block 6:
Clerkships, Boards, 

Research Part I
Class of 2024

Wednesday, September 29, 2021
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Part 1 (Today)
1. Describe what happens after the end of Block 6 and the timeline 
for making decisions​
2. Describe the options for the core clinical rotations​
3. Describe the grading system for the core clinical rotations​
4. Describe how to register for USMLE Step I​

Part 2 ( October 20, 2021)
1. 4th year student panel discussing the pros & cons of each clerkship option

Goals
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Block 6 ends 
3/7/22

Step 1 (P/F!) and Research
(rarely an Early Core)

Core Clinical rotations 
begin 6/27/22

Research Class Meeting was 9/8/21
Step 1 Class Meeting and Panel: November 17, 2021
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Lessons from previous 
students…

Keep your eyes on the prize:
Block 5 & 6
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But When You’re Ready…
Board Study Resources Are Available!

Peer to Peer Step 1 Study Guides available at
https://case.edu/medicine/students/student-affairs/career-planning
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Counseling During COVID
University Counseling Service

220 Sears Building
myhealthconnect.case.edu or 216.368.5872

https://case.edu/studentlife/healthcounseling/counseling-services

http://myhealthconnect.case.edu/
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Clerkships and Scheduling 
for the 3rd Year

Assistant Deans for Clinical Education
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Contact information:
Assistant Dean for Clinical Education

CCF - Dr. Craig Nielsen (nielsec@ccf.org)
Metro - Dr. Robert Jones (rjones@metrohealth.org)

UH - Dr. Wei Xiong (wei.xiong@uhhospitals.org)
VA - Dr. Simran Singh (simran.singh@va.gov)

Clinical Administrative Director
Carol Chalkley (cab26@case.edu)
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Agenda

• What’s the 3rd Year all about?
• What are my options?
• Special considerations….
• When do I have to decide?
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3rd Year March 2022 – June 2023 (16 months) Old Schedule New Schedule

Non-Core Research Block/Elective (Study/Step 1)
16 weeks or

2 blocks
16 weeks or

2 blocks

Core 
Clerkships

Family Medicine, Internal Medicine, Geriatrics
Pediatrics, OB/Gyn

Neuroscience, Psychiatry
Surgery, Emergency Medicine

40 weeks 36 - 38 weeks

Vacation
Winter Break (3 weeks)
Spring Break (1 week)

4 weeks 4 weeks

Non-Core Research/Study/Elective 8 weeks 10 - 12 weeks

Total 68 weeks 68 weeks
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Required Activities
• 16 weeks research block

• Now may be completed in the 4th year (after July 2023)
• Information conveyed at Sept 8 class meeting

• 6 weeks Board Study + 2 week elective
• 36 - 38 weeks Clerkships
• Take Step 1 before December 31, 2022 (Students may apply for an 

extension, talk to your Society Dean)

https://case.edu/medicine/focus/students/registrar/scheduling/clinical-electives
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Options, options….

• Scheduling Research Block (Research Class Meeting held Sept 8, 
2021)

• Selecting preference of Longitudinal Curriculum (MHMC – LIC, CCF –
Hybrid) vs Block Clerkships
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Block Clerkships-
“40” weeks
UH/VA/Metro

• Core 1 – 12 weeks
• 6 weeks inpatient Internal Medicine
• 2 weeks outpatient Internal Medicine
• 4 weeks of integrated Geriatrics and 

Family Medicine
• Core 2 – 12 weeks

• 6 weeks Ob/Gyn
• 6 weeks Peds

• Core 3 – 8 weeks
• 4 weeks Neuroscience
• 4 weeks Psychiatry

• Core 4 - 8 weeks
• 4 weeks of General Surgery team 

experience
• 2 weeks of a Surgery Elective
• 2 weeks of Emergency Medicine (1 week 

at Metro with option for second week)

Core 3
Neuro
Psych

Core 1
IM
FM
Geriatrics

Core 2
Peds
OB/Gyn

Core 4
Surgery
EM

Elective
or

R&S

8wks12wks 12wks 8wks 8wks

Ho
lid

ay
s

Example Schedule
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Clinical Academic Calendar

Academic Calendars:

http://casemed.case.edu/curriculum/calendar/

http://casemed.case.edu/curriculum/calendar/
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Hybrid Longitudinal Curriculum Model
Inpatient is Reorganized  (28 weeks)

Cleveland Clinic Only

Outpatient Pulled out of the Cores and placed in 
Longitudinal Ambulatory Block (12 week LAB)

Additional Experiences (e.g. Palliative Care) and Open 
Time in the Ambulatory Block weeks

Clinical Electives (Two 4-week blocks) Any Clinical Site in 
the City



9/27/18 17

9/25/18 179/25/18 17

Example Clerkship Schedules in the 2 Models
TBC 2

Peds
OB/Gyn

TBC 1
IM
Surgery

LAB
IM, pal med,
ER, peds, FM,
women’s health
Geriatrics, FLEX

TBC 3
Neuro
Psych

Core 3
Neuro
Psych

Core 1
IM
FM
geriatrics

Core 2
Peds
OB/Gyn

Core 4
Surgery
EM

Elective
or

R&S

Elective
or

R&S

Elective
or

R&S

Elective
or

R&S

8wks

8wks

4wks 12wks 12wks 8wks4wks

4wks 12wks 12wks 4wks 8wks

CC
LC

St
an

da
rd

Core 3
Neuro
Psych

Core 1
IM
FM
Geriatrics

Core 2
Peds
OB/Gyn

Core 4
Surgery
EM

Elective
or

R&S

8wks12wks 12wks 8wks 8wks

Ho
lid

ay
s

Ho
lid

ay
s

Ho
lid

ay
s
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Palliative 
Med
or
ER

LAB - Sample Week
Monday Tuesda

y
Wednesday Thursday FridayTime

Family 
Medicine

FLEX TIME

1:00 pm

Internal
Medicine 

Family 
Medicine

Women’s 
Health

Rotation 
Didactics or 

LLG
-------------------
Rotation or 

Longitudinal
Didactics

SAMIGeriatrics

12:00 pm

Pediatrics
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Characteristics of the CCLC Model
• Longitudinal structure enhances student autonomy and improves 

feedback
• Flexible time to explore career interests
• 2-week intro electives designed for CCLC students
• Year long core didactic curriculum
• Palliative medicine
• Avoid multiple orientations/transitions
• 32 College Program students + ~44 University Program students
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Longitudinal Learning Groups
• 8 groups of 9 students (5 UP + 4 CP)
• 2 faculty preceptors
• Monthly meetings
• Student driven content
• Monitoring of student progress 
• Career advising
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What is the MHMC Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship?

•Provides an outpatient longitudinal continuity experience with 
patients and faculty, facilitating the learning of the effects of illness 
and therapy over time
•Integrates clinical experiences across the major medical disciplines
•Provides teachers and evaluators with a longitudinal view of 
student performance and therefore an opportunity to direct, 
nurture, and modify student learning and behaviors
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Metro LIC: Some Pros and Cons of a 
Longitudinal Integrated Curriculum
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Metro LIC: Research, Health Systems and Disparities

•Exceed the research goals and requirements of the medical school with a 
clinical research project embedded in and enriched by MetroHealth
faculty and take advantage of Metro’s strengths in informatics, 
population health, and healthcare disparities

•Synthesize health systems and disparities knowledge with population-
based research and improvement projects that reflect current 
ambulatory quality improvement projects and healthcare delivery models
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Sample Metro LIC Schedule

Outpatient Clinics 
include:
- Internal Medicine
- Family Medicine
- Geriatrics
- Pediatrics
- Women’s Health
- Surgery
- and more!
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Interested in the Metro LIC?

• Email Michael Raddock MD (mraddock@metrohealth.org)
• If more applicants than positions (anticipate 4 spots for 2022), then 

the selection process will be random (names out of a hat)

mailto:mraddock@metrohealth.org
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Deadlines 
• Set preference for Block Clerkships/CC Longitudinal 

Curriculum/MHMC LIC or No Preference
• Canvas Quiz
• Open today, closes Monday, October 27th at 5pm
• Include any major considerations for scheduling (major life events)

• Your preference is NOT A GUARANTEE
• You will have the opportunity to trade after receiving your assignment
• Assignments will be released around the end of November
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Deadlines 2
• CCLC students will be contacted by Amy McKee for scheduling 

preferences
• Block clerkship students will be contacted by Carol Chalkley for 

scheduling preferences
• Look for email through listserve
• Major life events/considerations
• Rotation order is assigned and may be traded
• Site preferences for each rotation are solicited twice a year and are assigned 

on a rolling basis throughout the year
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Deadlines 3

• Early Core lottery will open late November
• Available to do Core 3 or 4 in April/May

• Available only to non-LC/LIC students



9/27/18 29

9/25/18 299/25/18 29

Grading

• Applies to Clerkships for 
University Program
students only regardless of 
site

• Two elements to determine 
final grade
• Clinical Performance
• Written Exam Performance

Overall Clinical 
Performance

Written Exam 
Score

FINAL GRADE

Outstanding Honors Eligible Honors

Outstanding Pass Commendable 
(with Clinical 
Distinction)

Above 
Expectations

Pass or Honors 
Eligible

Commendable

Meets 
Expectations

Pass or Honors 
Eligible

Satisfactory

Not meeting expectations in Clinical Performance or failing the written 
exam will result in a final grade of Unsatisfactory.
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Timeline of M3 to M4 Transition
March

Finish Clerkships
April

May

June

July AI/Electives

August AI/Electives

September ERAS Opens ~15th

Register with Match

October MSPEs Released Oct 1st

November Start Interviews

December Continue Interviews

Current

March Finish Clerkships

April AI/Electives/Test Prep

May AI/Electives/Test Prep

June AI/Electives/Test Prep

July AI/Electives/Test Prep

August AI/Electives/Test Prep

September ERAS Opens ~15th

Register with Match

October MSPEs Released Oct 1st

November Start Interviews

December Continue Interviews

Future
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Academic Year
2022 – 2023
•

•

•

6/27/2022 6/27/2022
7/4/2022 7/4/2022

7/11/2022 7/11/2022
7/18/2022
7/25/2022 7/25/2022

8/1/2022 8/1/2022
8/8/2022 8/8/2022

8/15/2022 8/15/2022
8/22/2022 8/22/2022
8/29/2022 8/29/2022

9/5/2022 9/5/2022
9/12/2022 9/12/2022
9/19/2022 9/19/2022
9/26/2022 9/26/2022
10/3/2022 10/3/2022

10/10/2022 10/10/2022
10/17/2022 10/17/2022
10/24/2022 10/24/2022
10/31/2022 10/31/2022

11/7/2022
11/14/2022 11/14/2022
11/21/2022 11/21/2022
11/28/2022 11/28/2022

12/5/2022 12/5/2022
12/12/2022
12/19/2022
12/26/2022

1/2/2023 1/2/2023
1/9/2023 1/9/2023

1/16/2023 1/16/2023
1/23/2023
1/30/2023 1/30/2023

2/6/2023 2/6/2023
2/13/2023 2/13/2023
2/20/2023 2/20/2023
2/27/2023 Break

3/6/2023 3/6/2023
3/13/2023 Break

3/20/2023 3/20/2023
3/27/2023 3/27/2023

4/3/2023 4/3/2023
4/10/2023 4/10/2023
4/17/2023 4/17/2023
4/24/2023 4/24/2023

5/1/2023
5/8/2023 5/8/2023

5/15/2023 5/15/2023
5/22/2023 5/22/2023
5/29/2023 Break Break

Rotation A (AY 22-23)  
CLASS 2024

Rotation B

Rotation 2

Rotation C

WINTER BREAK

Rotation 1 (AY 22-23)      
CLASS 2024

Rotation 3 Rotation D 

Rotation E 

Rotation 4 

Rotation F

SAMIShelf Exams
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Option* JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JUN

A1
Elective/ 
Research

A2
Elective/ 
Research

A3
Elective/ 
Research

A4
Elective/ 
Research

A5
Elective/ 
Research

B1
Elective/ 
Research

B2
Elective/ 
Research

B3
Elective/ 
Research

B4
Elective/ 
Research

B5
Elective/ 
Research

B6
Elective/ 
Research

C1
Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

D1
Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

D2
Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

E1
Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

E2
Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

F1
Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

F2
Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/ 
Research

JAN         FEB          MAR         APR         MAY

Core 3 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 4 Core 1 or Core 2

Core 4 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 3 Core 1 or Core 2

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 3 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 4

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 4 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 3

Core 3 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 4

Core 4 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 3

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 4 Core 3 Elective/Researc

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 3 Core 4 Core 1 or Core 2

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 3 Core 4 Elective/Researc

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 4 Elective/Research Core 3

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Elective/Research Core 4 Core 3

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 3 Elective/Research Core 4

Core 4 Core 3 Elective/Research Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2

Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2 Elective/Research Core 3 Core 4

Core 3 Elective/Research Core 4 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2

Core 3 Core 4 Elective/Research Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2

Elective/Research Core 3 Core 4 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2

Elective/Research Core 4 Core 3 Core 1 or Core 2 Core 1 or Core 2

Group Sequence - Standard Core Rotations
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Group Sequence - CCLC
JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JUN

Elective/
Research Psych Neuro

Elective/
Research OB Peds

Elective/ 
Research

Psych Neuro
Elective/
Research OB Peds

Elective/
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Neuro
Elective/
Research Psych Peds

Elective/
Research OB

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/
Research Psych Neuro

Elective/
Research OB Peds

Elective/ 
Research

Psych Neuro
Elective/
Research OB Peds

Elective/
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Neuro
Elective/
Research Psych Peds

Elective/
Research OB

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/
Research OB Peds

Elective/
Research Psych Neuro

Elective/ 
Research

OB Peds
Elective/
Research Psych Neuro

Elective/
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Peds
Elective/
Research OB Neuro

Elective/
Research Psych

Elective/ 
Research

Elective/
Research OB Peds

Elective/
Research Psych Neuro

Elective/ 
Research

OB Peds
Elective/
Research Psych Neuro

Elective/
Research

Elective/ 
Research

Peds
Elective/
Research OB Neuro

Elective/
Research Psych

Elective/ 
Research

JAN         FEB          MAR         APR         MAY

TBC1 - IM/Surg Longitudinal Amb Block

TBC1 - IM/Surg Longitudinal Amb Block

TBC1 - IM/Surg Longitudinal Amb Block

TBC1 - IM/Surg Longitudinal Amb Block

TBC1 - IM/Surg Longitudinal Amb Block

TBC1 - IM/Surg Longitudinal Amb Block

Longitudinal Amb Block TBC1 - IM/Surg

Longitudinal Amb Block TBC1 - IM/Surg

Longitudinal Amb Block TBC1 - IM/Surg

Longitudinal Amb Block TBC1 - IM/Surg

Longitudinal Amb Block TBC1 - IM/Surg

Longitudinal Amb Block TBC1 - IM/Surg
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Summary of Important Dates
• 9/29/21- 10/26/21: Explore your options for a core clinical schedule

• 10/20/21: M4 Panel on the pros & cons of each clinical schedule

• 10/27/21 at 5pm: Deadline for submitting core clinical rotation preferences

• Late November: Early Core lottery

• Late November: Core clinical rotation assignments released to students

• Late November to Mid-December: Trading period where students may switch 
clinical assignments
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School of Medicine 
Office of the Registrar

Registrar
Siu Yan Scott and team

som-registrar@case.edu

(216) 368 - 6137 
Fax: (216) 368 - 4621

Office hours:
M-F 8:30 am – 5:00 pm

except Mondays
(open at 9:30 am)

mailto:som-registrar@case.edu
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Family Education Rights
Privacy Act (FERPA)

• The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 
U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects 
the privacy of student education records.

• Generally, schools must have written permission from the 
parent or eligible student in order to release any information 
from a student's education record.



9/27/18 39

9/25/18 39

1. Students independently start the registration process about Nov/
Dec. Cannot schedule more than 6 months in advance.

2. Go to Usmle.org and read the USMLE Bulletin and register.
3. More information on our website. See “USMLE Step 1 Registration” in the 

“Scheduling” Tab.
4. PRINT out student verification form, SIGN and BRING to our office for USMLE 

Certification, ATTACH/TAPE photo that we will provide to you.
5. Registrar signs and send to the NBME. Allow 3-4 weeks to process. 
6. We routinely verify exam permission through the NBME site every Monday, Wed 

and Friday. 
7. NBME will then provide a 3 month permit schedule, even though only 2 months 

are needed. Students will then schedule a test date in 3 month window. 
8. USMLE scores are confidential.

Registering & Scheduling for Step 1



9/27/18 40

9/25/18 40

Questions?
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