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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course introduces the influence of family dynamics and the information necessary for the practice of primary health care of children and adolescents. The course includes the application of the principles of growth and development, disease prevention, management of common acute and chronic health problems. The impact of the family on child and adolescent development and health is explored. Clinical application of nursing strategies to optimize health seeking behaviors is emphasized. 
  
COURSE    OBJECTIVES 
  Upon successful completion of this course the student will be able to: 
1. Formulate and initiate a treatment plan based on the assessment of the pediatric client. 
2. Analyze selected theories, concepts and research findings from the biological, behavioral, and nursing sciences in relation to the primary care of children, adolescents and their families. 
3. Analyze the impact of family dynamics on the health of children and adolescents. 
4. Integrate previously learned assessment techniques in order to evaluate normal and abnormal physical, psychosocial and developmental attributes of the pediatric client. 
5. Integrate interviewing, history taking, and communication skills for the purpose of evaluating the common acute and chronic health problems in the pediatric and adolescent population. 
6. Evaluate nursing strategies and health seeking behaviors that are pertinent to the primary care of children and their families. 
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