
 
 

DUE DATE: Monday, March 11, 2019, 5:00pm 
Provost Scholars in Grades 8 - 9 

 
Overview: 
 
The Myrna Loy Patton Corley Critical Thinking and Writing Essay was established by the East Cleveland 
City Schools and Case Western Reserve University to strengthen and enhance the critical thinking and 
writing of The Provost Scholars.  
 
Requirements: 
 

1) Electronically submit a typed 800-1,000 word essay (Times New Roman, 12 pt. type, 1” margins). 
A cover page with the Scholar’s (1) full name, (2) date of essay submission, (3) grade level, (4) 
school name, (5) book title, and (6) question option must be included. 

 
2) Answer one of the following essay questions based on the following book:  

Palacio, R. J. Wonder, New York, Knopf Books, 2012. 
 

a. Question Option 1: Auggie makes the connection of everyone being afraid to touch him 
with the old moldy cheese in Diary of a Wimpy Kid (pg. 72). 

•  What connections have you made with Auggie? Describe at least two of these 
connections with details from the story. 

• How do your own experiences compare to these two connections? 

• Who do you think provided Auggie with support that helped him to overcome 
some of the barriers he has experienced in his life? Who supports you? 

 
b. Question Option 2: Mr. Browne has a collection of precepts that his students write about 

each month.  

• Choose one of these precepts and describe—in detail—what it means to you. 

• Develop a precept that Mr. Browne could add to his collection and provide a 
rationale for selecting it. 

 
Timeline: 
 
Tuesday, November 13th: Book distribution during Provost Scholars Program at CWRU 
Tuesday, December 11th: Essay outline due 
Monday, February 5th: Essay rough draft due  
Monday, March 11th: Final essay due by 5:00pm 
 *MUST be submitted electronically (email to kak121@case.edu or CampusGroups link) 

mailto:kak121@case.edu


 
Evaluation: 
 
The submitted essays will be evaluated by a faculty or staff person at East Cleveland City Schools or Case 
Western Reserve University.  The rubric below illustrates the qualities being looked for in the essay. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Scholars not submitting a final draft by the due date could potentially jeopardize 
future participation in the Provost Scholars Program. 
 

Helpful websites and documents for organizing your essay 
 
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/writing-help/how-to-organize-material-for-your-essay 
 
http://thevisualcommunicationguy.com/writing/how-to-organize-a-paper/how-to-organize-a-paper-the-
five-paragraph-essay/ 
 
https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/How%20to%20Structure%20and%20Organize%20Your%
20Paper.pdf 
 
http://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/planning/organizing/ 
 

Provost Scholars Critical Thinking and Writing Essay Rubric 
 

 
Adapted from the Case Western Reserve University Department of English, 2017.  
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