
 
 

DUE DATE: Monday, March 9, 2020, 5:00pm 
Provost Scholars in Grades 10 - 12 

 
Overview: 
 
The Myrna Loy Patton Corley Critical Thinking and Writing Essay was established by the East Cleveland 
City Schools and Case Western Reserve University to strengthen and enhance the critical thinking and 
writing of The Provost Scholars.  
 
Requirements: 
 

1) Electronically submit a typed 800-1,000 word essay (Times New Roman, 12 pt. type, 1” margins). 
A cover page with the Scholar’s (1) full name, (2) date of essay submission, (3) grade level, (4) 
school name, (5) book title, and (6) question option must be included. 
 

2) Answer one of the following essay questions based on the following book: 
Vargas, Jose. 2018. Dear America: Notes of an Undocumented Citizen. HarperCollins Publishers. 

Question Option 1: Throughout the book, what are some examples of the privileges Jose has that might 
give him an advantage over other undocumented immigrants? How would you characterize Jose’s 
feelings about the help he receives? Discuss three examples of this from the book and offer your own 
arguments about the role privilege plays in (i.e. upward mobility, social status, or suffering 
consequences) from personal observation or experience. 

Question Option 2: Near the end of the book, Jose talks about what he calls the “citizenship of 
participation” (195). For him, the phrase means, “Citizenship is showing up. Citizenship is using your 
voice while making sure you hear other people around you. Citizenship is how you live your life” (195-
96). In what ways is Jose’s definition changing what we typically associate with citizenship? Are these 
alternatives more positive or negative than the word’s usual connotations?  

Timeline: 
 
Thursday, December 12th: Book distribution during Provost Scholars Winter Celebration at CWRU 
Tuesday, January 21st: First day back! Essay outline due (review with mentor or tutor) 
Tuesday, February 4th: Essay Rough Draft Due 
Monday, March 9th: Final Essay Due by 5:00pm 
 *MUST be submitted electronically (email to kak121@case.edu or CampusGroups link) 
 
 



Evaluation: 
 
The submitted essays will be evaluated by a faculty or staff person at East Cleveland City Schools or Case 
Western Reserve University.  The rubric below illustrates the qualities being looked for in the essay. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Scholars not submitting a final draft by the due date could potentially jeopardize 
their future participation in the Provost Scholars Program. 
 

Helpful websites and documents for organizing your essay 
 
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/writing-help/how-to-organize-material-for-your-essay 
 
http://thevisualcommunicationguy.com/writing/how-to-organize-a-paper/how-to-organize-a-paper-the-
five-paragraph-essay/ 
 
https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/How%20to%20Structure%20and%20Organize%20Your%
20Paper.pdf 
 
http://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/planning/organizing/ 
 

Provost Scholars Critical Thinking and Writing Essay Rubric 
 

 
Adapted from the Case Western Reserve University Department of English, 2017.  


