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Residents from Cleveland’s Slavic Village neighborhood (above) organized around nuisance groundhogs, setting
a foundation for a connected, resilient, supportive community.

Cleveland community strengthened
through racially inclusive network
building
Growing up in Cleveland, Ohio, Sharena Zayed
always felt her neighbors in the North Broadway
neighborhood had to “look up to someone, look for
something, wait for something” rather than feeling a
sense of ownership in their community. A former
nursing assistant, Sharena began attending Citizens
to Bring Back North Broadway out of a sense that
her neighborhood was being left behind as the more
visible and well-known areas of Cleveland’s Slavic
Village began to attract re-investment.  
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For many who call it home, Cleveland’s Slavic Village is a diverse, resilient
community with a rich history and deep, untapped potential. To most outsiders, the
community is recognized primarily for its place at the epicenter of America’s
foreclosure crisis. Like other disinvested communities, its empty lots and abandoned
storefronts are often seen as “a great opportunity” for developers, good and bad. 

Shortly after Sharena began attending community network meetings, she met Earl
Pike, the executive director at University Settlement, a local social service agency.
The two quickly began to collaborate. Sharena now works as the organization’s
North Broadway Network Weaver, helping neighborhood residents see the
leadership potential in themselves and the possibilities for their community.

Learn more about Sharena and Earl’s work in Slavic Village—and how they
built community by relocating groundhogs.

What Inspires Us

Reflections on the Journey to
Everyday Antiracism: Equipping
Yourself for the Long Haul
By Mark Joseph

The Supreme Court’s recent slew of rulings rolling
back vital equity mechanisms such as affirmative
action, LGBTQ equal rights protections, and student
loan forgiveness make two things abundantly clear.

First, we are experiencing a retrenchment of human and civil rights on a scale we’ve
not seen in decades. Second, this retrenchment portends a devastatingly long
period ahead of organizing, advocacy and systems change to regain full momentum
toward a more equitable society.

Many writers and commentators are providing valuable analysis of the moment and
translating the rage and despair that many of us feel into clear statements of insight
and determination. I call your attention, for example, to the statements by Kimberlé
Crenshaw, law professor at Columbia University and UCLA, and Darren Walker,
president of the Ford Foundation.
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What does this mean on a practical level for each of us? What are the specific
implications for our individual antiracist journeys? What steps should we each take
tomorrow? The next day? 

Read Mark’s suggestions for bringing these practices into your anti-racist
journey.

What We're Listening To

Bending the Arc podcast spotlights
National Initiative on Mixed Income
Communities (NIMC)
In this episode, hosted by doctoral fellow Colette
Ngana, we turn the spotlight on us. Guests include
NIMC founding director and professor Mark Joseph,
associate director Debbie Wilber, and SGG Insight
CEO Salin Geevarghese, a long-time NIMC
collaborator. The discussion provides listeners a
behind-the-scenes look into NIMC's origins, mission,
values, and research around mixed-income housing,
antiracism, and community development. Listen to
episode 15.

Redlining Cleveland
Our center director Mark Joseph facilitated a panel discussion at the Council of
Large Public Housing Authorities conference with Sanjay Rajagopalan, MD, chief
of cardiovascular medicine at University Hospitals and professor at Case Western
Reserve School of Medicine; Joseph Black, vice chairman of the Cuyahoga
Metropolitan Housing Authority Board of Commissioners and program manager of
racial equity and racial justice initiatives at the Cleveland Foundation; Kristin S.
Warzocha, president and CEO of the Greater Cleveland Food Bank; and Joshua
Edmond, CEO of Digital C.

Listen to their conversation about the impact of redlining in Cleveland.
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What We’re Reading

Start with the Heart: Ten Practices for
Relationship Building

If you are inspired by the Slavic Village story above
and want to learn more about network building and
practical tips for building new relationships and
strengthening existing ones, Start with the Heart is a
practical guide to building genuine multicultural
relationships and community networks to increase
belonging, mutual support, and shared action, where
you live and work. 

Are you searching for new friends, ones who bring out the best in you?
Are you challenged by getting to know people who are different than you
Do you need to do a better job connecting with people at work?
Does your job require you to build diverse and trusting relationships in the
community?

Many people acknowledge how difficult it has become to make friends or to forge
new relationships of any kind, but especially those which can open our minds and
hearts to new perspectives and experiences.  

Frankie Blackburn, a longtime community organizer
in neighborhoods, apartment complexes and local
schools, interviewed over 50 diverse colleagues
(including our own Mark Joseph), each of whom
brings direct experience building relationships
across race and class in a wide range of settings,
both personal and professional. 

Out of these in-depth conversations and 40 years of
her own personal practice, she developed 10
specific practices to support both the cultivation of
new relationships and the nurturing of lasting
relationships. She believes networks of diverse and
trusting relationships are the only way to thrive
personally and transform our world collectively. 
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Learn more and purchase a copy.

Job Opportunities

Earl Pike, highlighted in our lead story, will be retiring. University Settlement is
looking for a new executive director, as well as other positions listed on their
website. 

Our colleagues at The Community Builders are looking for a few new team
members. Visit The Community Builders career site and search for positions in
Cleveland. 

Address: 10900 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, OH 44106-7164

© 2023 Case Western Reserve University
Manage Your Subscription

https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee0519cd3fac204f392eef21a889b2e08112f450e3bc12fb8889fa8b06e6e5b10c79bba73e92335039c7f3e1affec519b18d6
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee051cffacb3b50addd3a26f4a94266e590dce1775ef0dcdc04b9eb06900a71376763dec38425da82e1579b835181046adf96
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee05182795391dc5a8ada78582c79806e08faa8a3a42e6813c09a7180c74a718ad31950e733bcebff55360227685fab67e4d7
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee0517644e6d5e02e230bd0761dbca85ffb364f8e4789a2562baeda30d16a01a70d299b41a60321074ed761f507d03c03d306
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee05172a4e415053ef38d55bb6b80873244bd5b8497eddc66e994266265a5b9e2e966c15e08fed185eec58b2bc09805bad3d0
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee051ed48015f74b33d0d01ec6400a5d51faf504c4859a228f015c8080c1ea1eefe6b72c7b0d8faf921bf73987c47afcafef0
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee0513631c654a7592f96994fa17c01453fb9792e5bda4daf5ec5fb6cf19dd700b7bc813be11e813e30da9fd497489f30fac5
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee0517bb16412586b64ef521aacec4b6ec38499280ebc1aa27885052b340f59780db3968825a2c11a9f39fd1a71e6344ad5e1
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee051565e849204111a761d6baf7f12e8bac3917945b09b2290b69b9ee1b997dee2df9a8dc458953cfb4ccff6af0781f0d57f
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee05160e2a93ef6b99f2535f9bbff52896646d27467707bd76a10d98d164af2cb590d4eeb343bf4bb52f7653a35711eff1e3a
https://click.communications.case.edu/?qs=3b81ec8162eee051528d1450edfe953b356d175a940194377bc2d80a3fe3036e87c18257a4793805f5d25b6d7962e9b70f2829ca6d7c73d5

