Percent of children under the age of 6 with any report of child maltreatment, and
with a substantiated/indicated report, 2000-2012. Cuyahoga County
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In Cuyahoga County, instances of
suspected child maltreatment are reported

to the County Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS); the agency then determines whether each report
warrants investigation. Investigated claims are subsequently classified as substantiated (clear evidence of abuse/neglect),
indicated (a lower level of evidence), or unsubstantiated. The agency then makes a determination as to whether the case
should be referred to ongoing services, which include protective services and referral to community resources.

Young children, especially infants, are
particularly vulnerable to child
maltreatment, demonstrating victimization
rates two to three times higher than older
children®*. In Cuyahoga County in 2012,
15,536 children under the age of 18 were
investigated for abuse or neglect. Nearly
40% of all allegations involved children
under the age of 6 (see Table 1 on p. 2). In
2012, 9 children (4 of whom were under
the age of 4) died as a result of abuse or
neglect’.

The percentage of all children under age 6
in the county investigated for maltreatment
gradually increased from 2000 to 2008.
The rate of reporting declined in 2009, but
increased again by 2012 (see graph
above). Similarly, the rate of substantiated
abuse and neglect cases declined from
2000 to 2009. As with the rate of
reporting, substantiated/indicated reports
are increasing, reaching 1.6% in 2012.
Anecdotal information suggests rather
than reflecting fewer children at risk,
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Table 1. Cuyahoga County Child Population Under the Age of 6 Involved with DCFS

# of Children involved with DCFS %

Population | All Reports Substantiated/Indicated Reports | All Reports Substantiated/Indicated Reports
2000 110,056 7,163 3,573 6.5% 3.2%
2001 108,029 7,233 3,821 6.7% 3.5%
2002 106,002 7,324 3,589 6.9% 3.4%
2003' 103,974 6,925 2,869 6.7% 2.8%
2004 101,947 7,033 2,005 6.9% 2.0%
2005 99,920 7,060 1,566 7.1% 1.6%
2006 97,893 7,155 1,323 7.3% 1.4%
2007 95,866 7,403 1,092 7.7% 1.1%
2008 93,838 7,202 1,119 7.7% 1.2%
2009’ 91,811 5,255 962 5.7% 1.0%
2010 89,784 5,588 1,196 6.2% 1.3%
2011 88,455 6,141 1,297 6.9% 1.5%
2012 88,902 6,134 1,423 6.9% 1.6%

'Declines in substantiated/indicated cases beginning in 2003 reflect changing administrative practices.

*The drop in reported cases in 2009 may in part reflect change to a new data system by the agency.

declining rates from 2000 to 2009 were primarily the result of changes in definitions, agency policies, and the
implementation of a new data system. As for geographic variance of maltreatment, as shown in the Map on p. 1,
maltreatment reports are prevalent across the inner-ring suburbs; however, there is considerable concentration of child
maltreatment reports within the City of Cleveland. In fact, an analysis that tracked children’s cumulative risk of
maltreatment in Cuyahoga County found that children residing within the city are between two and three times more
likely than suburban children to be investigated for child maltreatment each year®.
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