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Supportive Groups targeted toward Post-Adoption

Supportive groups for adoptive families are important for everyone in the family, whether it is before , during or after the adoption occurs.  There are many groups for all different populations that includes adoption in their lives, ones for during the process, ones for the adoptees, ones post adoption for the adoptive families and the parents and many more.  These groups are for the benefit of the families to help with any stressful time, difficult issues that need to be addressed, and anything else that they would want to talk about.  There are even chat groups through the internet; they use the internet to communicate, write back and forth, and share information. Here are some websites that help individuals connect to people who are also reaching out for some support about their connection to adoption. 

1.

http://www.dailystrength.org/c/Adoption/support-group 
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Here is a website that is being used like a chat room. This website seems to be a great idea for individuals who can not get to a meeting, either they can not find one or they just do not want to go to a meeting. I like this, I think it is a very good idea for families who do not have the access to drive to far to get to a supportive meeting.  Here the support and contacts are accessible easier and sometimes even faster. It gives the adoptees or even the families of the adoptees to get in contact with anyone who is a part of the website. There is a part that is question and answer and there is another section of the website where they can share their stories. It gives the atmosphere of the website to be informal and yet share personal information. 

2.

http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/visit/support/groups/adopt.htm 
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[image: image5.emf]This website is for the growth in International Adoptions that have being growing these past couple of years. This website has the contact information of an adoptive family that has adopted over 15 international children between the ages of newborn and teenage years.  The mother as well as the family are available to whoever wants to travel to the meeting every other week to Cincinnati. The website contains contact information for any individual who would like more information about the site, meeting, and any other information. 



3.

http://www.adopting.org/adoptions/post-adoption-support-groups.html 
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 Post adoption support is very important for families            who are in-need of assistance. This website helps connect a user to many other agency contacts. The contacts are their home website's and their contact information. The original website has much more information on adoption, the process, and the proper steps it takes to be an adoptive family. It also includes positive personal stories to share,  community resources, and other information.

The community resource website:  http://www.adopting.org/adoptions/adoption-community.html, helps with connections more easier than the home page. This page has subcategories with more “url tabs.” It narrows down what type of group the user would like to join, the type of meeting they would like to attend, and who they would like to speak to; adoptee, adoptive parents, politicians, and anyone else who is connected to the specific topic dealing with adoption. 

4.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/support_group.php"



 HYPERLINK "http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/support_group.php"


http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/support_group.php 
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The importance of support is advocated throughout this website with many, if not all access to groups that are held through agencies across the country. The home page is also home to other quick links and information categories, but the drop-boxes are needed to access the information for each state; here is Ohio's page: http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/support-group-results.php?action=results&state=OH&domestic=1&country=D.  This website has information on some agencies that are here in Cleveland and the rest of Ohio. Some of the agencies home page websites are also attached to this website with contact information, group meetings, group types, and member information. 

5.

http://www.adoptivefamiliescircle.com/ 
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This home page is serving as a great website for anyone to connect to their type of community through the internet. The tabs on the top of the page include, groups, photos, stories, and forums.  
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Each tabs site has information on all different kinds of groups for anyone who is connected to adoption. There are groups for the families, Want to Adopt Families, Transracial families,  foster to adopt parents, international support group, and many more. Each of the sub groups' web-page include chats with open forum to share communication. 

6.

http://www.adoptioninstitute.org/
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Even though this website does not have information about groups, it does have information on events that support adoption and anything that is connected to adoption, such as policies. The website includes tabs that connect individuals to ways that they can help out the community, share their stories and still receive support where they live.  An interesting part to this website is that the site includes a tab about programs that have already been held around the country and what projects are going to be done and implemented now within the need and connection to Adoption. 

7.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/InternationalAdoptOH/ 
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 One original Group that I have found, is through a popular  email server. This is through Yahoo Groups on the internet. I have been through many groups on the email server, and it is easier than I what I thought it would be. All someone has to do is sign up through their email account and go to join groups on the right side of the screen. Just like many other internet groups, this group is very easy and lays out what it takes to be a part of the group through participation.  


Supportive Adoption Groups

Created By Ms. Aida Rodriguez 

Children Youth and Families

MSASS- 18th Month

Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court

