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Alumni Events
The Student-Alumni 
Network: From 
Pilot Program to 
Permanent Bridge
Created by two Mandel School student workers 
in 2017, Leah Adams, MNO/MSSA, and Jessica 
Switzer, MSSA/MPH, the Mandel School 
Student-Alumni Network aims to build bridges 
between students and alumni by facilitating 
an active relationship through professional 
development and networking opportunities. The 
Student-Alumni Network also works to increase 
school pride and student awareness of the 
Mandel School Alumni Board through resources, 
programming and special events. The network 
provides guidance to students on giving back 
financially and how alumni donations benefit 
students, as well as working to enhance student 
education and prepare them to serve as future 
alumni leaders and volunteers at the Mandel 
School.
The Student-Alumni Network hosted a number 
of events during the 2017-18 school year to 
connect students and alumni. 

Meet & Greet Event
The network hosted an informal “meet & greet” event in 
September attended by more than 40 students and alumni. 
The event was a casual and fun opportunity to learn from the 
Mandel School Alumni Board and Visiting Committee about why 
they became involved with the school and how they found their 
desire to build meaningful relationships with current students. To 
continue the fun, the Student-Alumni Network hosted a karaoke 
post-event at the Jolly Scholar brewpub on the Case Western 
Reserve campus where students and alumni furthered their 
conversations and relationship building. 

Dinner with  
Change Agents
To express gratitude toward individuals who work with 
veterans and those who have served, the Student-
Alumni Network held an appreciation dinner in 
November. More than 45 students, alumni, faculty and 
staff heard incredible stories that inspired, motivated 
and challenged them. Embracing the theme of gratitude 
and appreciation that night, the Student-Alumni 
Network 
provided 
information to 
students about 
the importance 
of giving back.
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Community Views of 
Trauma-Informed Care
Screening and Discussion of Resilience: The 
Biology of Stress and the Science of Hope
On February 7, more 
than 110 students, 
alumni, faculty, staff 
and community 
members gathered in 
the Noble Commons 
area to watch the 
film Resilience: The 
Biology of Stress and 
the Science of Hope. 
The film explored 
the developments 
of medical studies 
where conditions 
like heart disease 
can be linked to 
adverse childhood 
experiences. The 
film was followed 
by discussions in both large and small groups facilitated by 
faculty members and trauma experts, many of whom are 
alumni. The event was a collaborative effort with Saint Luke’s 
Foundation.

Career Connections 
Night for Students
The annual Career Connections event offers alumni 
the opportunity to share their knowledge with 
students (and potential job candidates) while also 
connecting with other alumni. This year was no 
different, with more than 50 alumni and students 
enjoying dinner and making career connections on 
February 21. Alumni offered their expertise and 
advice to students and answered career-related 
questions through informal discussions. Students 
received licensure exam tips, LinkedIn support, 
cover letter/resume tips and templates, mock 
interviews, information on how to dress for success 
and more.

Mindfulness 
Meditation Workshops 
The three-part Mindfulness Meditation Workshop 
event was held three Wednesday nights in April 
and led by Steve Williger, MSSA 1977. Students, 
alumni, faculty and staff learned about mindfulness 
meditation and stress-reduction techniques, and 
obtained a direct sense of what it means to be 
more mindful in their lives. Through instruction and 
experience, participants at these workshops learned 
how mindfulness could allow them to become more 
present to their experiences every day and how they 
could use it to better manage relationships and the 
universal feelings of fear and anxiety. 

Get involved with 
the Student-
Alumni Network
We need alumni to make the Student-
Alumni Network even stronger. Please 
contact Nada Di Franco, MNO 2008, 
Senior Director, Alumni and Donor 
Relations, if you want to attend 
Student-Alumni Network events or if 
you have ideas for upcoming events: 
ngd2@case.edu or call 216.368.2281.
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We recognize the many achievements and contributions Mandel School alumni make in all 
corners of the world. Please send your news to: Nada Di Franco (nada.difranco@case.edu) and 
include your name, class year, email address and phone number.

Alumni News

David Sedlacek, 
MSSA 1976, PhD 
1979, Professor of 
Family Ministry and 
Discipleship at Andrews 
University, is one of 
two ombudspersons 
at this flagship 
university of the 
Seventh-day Adventist church located 
in Berrien Springs, Michigan. He serves 
approximately 6,000 faculty, staff and 
students.
Daniel Pollack, 
MSSA 1977, 
published his book, 
Domestic 
Abuse, Child 
Custody, and 
Visitation: 
Winning 
in Family 
Court (Oxford 
University Press, 
2017). He is a Professor at Wurzweiler 
School of Social Work at Yeshiva 
University in New York City.

Michael Ostroff, MSSA 
1978, was named to the 
WBGO Newark Public 
Radio Board of Trustees. 
He is the founder and 
President of The Ostroff 
Group, a national 
consulting firm that 
works with domestic 
and global nonprofit organizations to 
help them achieve their organizational 
and philanthropic goals.
Susan Sternad-Basel, MSSA 1981, was 
inducted into the Mentor High School 
Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame in 
April 2017, in Mentor, Ohio.
Cynthia H. Dunn, MSSA 
1982, President and 
CEO of Judson Services 
Inc., retired in June 
2018. Her career at 
Judson began in 1978 
as a social worker. 
Since then, she has 
gained more than 40 
years of experience in senior living and 

served as Judson’s President and CEO 
since 1992. Under her leadership, Judson 
gained a national reputation as an 
innovator in services for older adults.
Julian Chun-Chung Chow, MSSA 1984, 
PhD 1992, received the Outstanding 
American by Choice (ABC) recognition 
from the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services at a naturalization 
ceremony in Oakland, California.

Emiko T. Honma, MSSA 1957, recently reconnected with the Mandel School more than 60 years after graduating. She 
wrote to Dean Gilmore after reading the article “A Lifelong Commitment” about Josephine Daughtery, MSSA 1960, in the 
Fall 2015/Winter 2016 issue of action magazine. She and Daughtery had been close, but had lost touch. Honma said she 
wrote to Dean Gilmore to share her personal and professional journey because “I owe so much to the school, professors 
and colleagues for who I became and did my part in Japan and the United States.” Following are excerpts from her letter: 
“I was a college student at Doshisha University, Christian University in Kyoto, Japan, majoring in social work. Group Work 
with American Youth by Grace Longwell Coyle was the first text book introduced to me. I did my first year of graduate 
social work group study from Kyoto through the University of Hawaii. I finished my second year at SASS. I worked at the 
Greater Cleveland YWCA as a Program Director briefly before returning to my home country to work for the Kyoto YWCA. 
My husband (Tatsuo Honma) and I went to Hawaii in 1961 to work for the YMCA and YWCA (Honolulu YMCA for him 
and Oahu YWCA for me). We moved to Cleveland in 1963, which is when we met Josephine Daughtery. I was Program 
Director at the East Cleveland YWCA and Tatsuo worked with the University Circle Branch of YMCA. We returned to Japan 
upon requests from both YMCA and YWCA in time for the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. I was Executive Director of Leadership 
Development at the Metropolitan Tokyo YWCA until 1979 when an opportunity arose for Tatsuo to start a Tokyo-New York 
YMCA partnership in Greater New York (Tokyo-Frost Valley YMCA Partnership). We moved the family—with two teenage 
children—to New Jersey. I was responsible for program and financial development of the partnership, which served more 
than 50,000 Japanese nationals living in the New York area. I had a strong connection with the YWCA movement while in 
college and it was part of my family tradition. That’s why I chose the YWCA as my future career to help rebuild Japan, which 
had been destroyed by World War II. After retiring in 1998, we worked as volunteers, running a Japanese culture sharing 
program at the Frost Valley YMCA camp and workshops around mutual understanding between the United States and 
Japan. I have been ever grateful for the opportunity to be with SASS and to learn directly from Dr. Colye.”
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Jane A. Daroff, MSSA 1985, presented 
the inaugural Jane A. Daroff Lifetime 
Achievement Award to U.S. Senator 
Sherrod Brown for his leadership and 
lifelong commitment to end LGBTQ 
discrimination and extend equal rights 
to all people. Brown is the first recipient 
of the award named for Daroff, one of 
the original co-founders of the Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) Cleveland chapter.
Bernadette Kerrigan, MSSA 1986, is 
First Year Cleveland's Executive Director, 
charged with leading the city-county 
effort to reduce the region's high infant 
mortality rate. Previously, Kerrigan 
served as Chief Talent Officer for the 
Cleveland-based Centers for Families and 
Children.
Geralyn M. Presti, 
MSSA/JD 1988, 
became President 
and CEO of The 
Music Settlement in 
Cleveland. Previously, 
she was Executive 
Vice President, General 
Counsel and Secretary of Forest City 
Realty Trust Inc.
Michelle Mohr Carney, 
MSSA 1989, was named 
Dean of the University 
of Kansas School of 
Social Welfare in May 
2017. Previously, she 
was Professor and 
Director of the School of 
Social Work at Arizona 
State University.
Shanta Pandey, 
PhD 1989, became a 
Professor of macro 
practice at the Boston 
College School of Social 
Work after spending 
more than 25 years 
at the George Warren 
Brown School of Social 

Work at Washington University. Dr. 
Pandey is focused on understanding 
and improving the life chances of poor 
women and children around the world.
Lisa Pape, MSSA 1990, became the Acting 
Veterans Health Administration (VHA) 
Chief of Staff in May 2017. Previously, 
she was Chief Officer for the Office of the 
Deputy Under Secretary for Policy and 
Services. 
Tim Soule, MSSA 1990, 
was appointed Fire Chief 
of Twin Falls, Idaho, in 
October 2016. Soule 
previously served as 
Deputy Chief of the East 
Fork Fire Protection 
District in Minden, 
Nevada.
Karen Stiller, MSSA 1992, CNM 1996, 
spoke in May 2017 about “Anti-Semitism 
On College Campuses” at the Menlo 
Park, California, Kiwanis Club. Stiller is 
the Middle East Project Director for the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of 
San Francisco. 

Yolanda Y. Armstrong, MSSA 1994, 
President and CEO of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Greater Cleveland, received the 
prestigious 2016 Medical Mutual Pillar 
Award for Nonprofit Executive Director of 
the Year.
Mary Raitano, MSSA 
1995, became the 
Executive Director of 
Habitat for Humanity 
of Medina County and 
brought with her 20 
years of experience 
in the nonprofit 
sector. Previously, 
Raitano worked as director of refugee 
resettlement at the International 
Institute of Akron.

Holly Hirsel, MSSA 
1995, wrote the article 
“San Antonio veteran 
helps fellow veterans 
get VA benefits and 
find housing,” which 
appeared on Vantage 
Point on Sept. 20, 2016, 
the official blog of the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 
She is employed with the VA’s national 
Homeless Program Office. 
Lemuel Stewart, MSSA 
1995, has become 
a tenured faculty 
member of Cuyahoga 
Community College and 
previously served as 
the Interim Assistant 
Dean of Counseling and 
ACCESS at its Western 
Campus.
Cheree Johnson, MNO 1996, relocated to 
the Ft. Lauderdale area in January 2017. 
She was previously the Coordinator for 
Church Relations at Bromenn Medical 
Center in Normal, Illinois. She is an 
ordained minister. 
Ronald Stewart, MNO 
1996, came to the 
Mandel School from 
California in April 2017 
to present to the SASS-
427, International NGO 
Class of Tej Pareek, 
PhD, Adjunct Professor. 
Dr. Stewart has been 
heavily involved with the Mandel School 
International Education program, creating 
a scholarship for the program and joining 
four study abroad trips.
Ruth White, MSSA 
1996, wrote two articles 
that appeared in the 
Spring 2017 CW360º 
magazine, which is 
a comprehensive 
publication about 
prevalent child welfare 
issues and the impact 
of housing and 
homelessness on child well-being. The 
two articles were “Understanding the 
Nexus of Child Welfare and Housing in 
America” and “Supportive Housing: An 
Effective Child Welfare Intervention.”
Jeremy Weaver, MNO 1997, is the 
Assistant Dean of Advancement for the 
Virginia Tech College of Engineering.
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Alumni News continued
Eric Morse, MSSA 1998, is Executive 
Director of the Nord Center, a nonprofit 
providing behavioral and mental health 
services in the Lorain County [Ohio] 
area. His father, Mandel School Adjunct 
Professor Stephen Morse, is the CEO 
at Hopewell, a residential therapeutic 
farm community for adults with serious 
mental illness.
Dana Parker, MSSA 1998, worked at the 
University of Colorado Health for 15 years 
in a variety of areas. During the last four 
years, she was as an LCSW on the Living 
Donor Transplant Team and also fills 
the role of the Independent Living Donor 
Advocate.
Greg Peckham, MNO 
1999, was promoted 
to Executive Director 
of LAND Studio from 
Managing Director. 
LAND Studio is a 
nonprofit organization 
focused on Cleveland’s 
public spaces.
Trista Piccola, MSSA 
1999, PhD 2006, was 
chosen by Rhode 
Island Governor Gina 
Raimondo to lead 
the Rhode Island 
Department of Children, 
Youth and Families. 
David Campbell, 
PhD 2000, Associate 
Professor of Public 
Administration,  
Binghamton University, 
State University of New 
York, has been writing 
for the website The Conversation, an 
independent media outlet of news and 
views from the academic and research 
community. 

Mary McNamara, MSSA 2003, was 
named by Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson 
as the Director of the City of Cleveland 
Department of Aging in December 2016.

Celeste Terry, MSSA 2003 (pictured, 
center), delivered the commencement 
address at the Ohio Department of Youth 
Services, Luther E. Ball High School for 
incarcerated young men on November 
8, 2017. She is the Assistant Executive 
Director of the United Black Fund of 
Greater Cleveland.
Magda Gomez, MSSA 2004, was on 
the cover and featured in the January-
February 2017 issue of Phenomenal 
Woman Magazine for her extensive 
efforts in advancing diversity and 
inclusion at Cuyahoga Community 
College in Cleveland.
Michelle Borsz, MSSA 2005, was 
promoted to Program Director of Suicide 
Prevention at Veterans Affairs, Puget 
Sound in Seattle in January 2017. 
AnnMarie Kassouf, MSSA 2005, and Paul 
Louis Lepro were married July 9, 2016, 
at St. Elias Melkite Catholic Church in 
Cleveland.
India Pierce Lee, MSSA 
2005, became the 
Cleveland Foundation’s 
Senior Vice President of 
Programs on January 1, 
2017. In her role, Pierce 
Lee, who has been with 
the foundation for nearly 
a decade, is leading the organization’s 
grant-making team and working with the 
board, staff and community leaders to 
identify the Cleveland area’s needs and 
resources to meet those needs.
Kate Bishop, MSSA 2006, participated in 
the 2017 Greater Baltimore Committee 
Breakfast Briefing about best practices 
in diversity in the workplace. She is 
an Education Coordinator for Chase 
Brexton’s LGBT Health Resource Center.
Phyllis “Seven” Harris, MNO 2005, 
received the Cleveland Foundation’s 
2017 Homer C. Wadsworth Award, 
given annually to a leader who has 
demonstrated creativity, innovation, 
risk-taking and good humor in a civic, 
volunteer, nonprofit or public sector role. 

Also, thanks in part to her efforts, Ohio’s 
first historic marker in honor of LGBT 
history was unveiled in Cleveland in 2017.
LaToya Logan, MSSA 
2006, was sworn in 
as a member of the 
Cleveland Community 
Police Commission by 
Cleveland Mayor Frank 
Jackson in November 
2016. As an LISW, she 
specializes in trauma, 
criminal justice and crisis management. 
Angela Curl, PhD 2007, was inducted as 
a fellow of the Gerontological Society 
of America (through the Behavioral 
and Social Sciences Section). Dr. Curl is 
Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Family Science and Social Work at Miami 
University.
Rachel Felber, MSSA 
2007, is Director of 
Camp Wise, the Mandel 
Jewish Community 
Center’s residential 
camp in Chardon, Ohio. 
Felber, who served as 
the camp’s Assistant 
Director during the past four summers, 
was appointed its Interim Director in 
February 2017.
Kelly Flamos, MSSA 2007, and husband 
Colin McEwen run the 93-year-
old Mahall’s 20 Lanes in Lakewood, 
believed to be 
Ohio’s oldest 
surviving bowling 
alley. Their story 
was featured in 
The Plain Dealer’s 
“My Cleveland” 
section on 
January 16, 2017.
Julie Witte-Landau, MSSA 2007, 
was recruited last year by the U.S. 
Department of Defense for a new 
program dealing with suicide prevention 
at Marine Air Corps Station Miramar in 
San Diego.
Melody Stewart, PhD 
2008, ran for Ohio 
Supreme Court and won. 
She is the first African 
American woman to be 
elected to the court. She 
is also a member of the 
Mandel School Visiting 
Committee.
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Caress Adams, MSSA 2009, was 
nominated and selected in 2017 to join 
the United Way of Georgia’s Community 
Investment Grant Committee. She is 
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker at 
Northside Hospital in North Carolina.
Molly Irwin, PhD 2009, 
who is Chief Evaluation 
Officer at the U.S. 
Department of Labor, 
was elected to the 
Policy Council for the 
Association for Public 
Policy Analysis and 
Management to serve as a Practitioner 
Representative to the council for a four-
year term.
Erin Upchurch, MSSA 2009, was featured 
in an article in Columbus Alive in 
November 2017 where she discussed 
current disparities in the Columbus Public 
School District. She is a Clinical Director at 
a mental health facility and a Community 
Lecturer at the Ohio State University 
College of Social Work.
Rachel Wilson, MSSA 
2009, is Creative 
Director, Storyteller 
and Producer at LADY 
Rebranded in Los 
Angeles. Her startup 
company was awarded 
$25,000 as a finalist in 
WeWork’s first “Demo 
Day” during its Global 
Summit in Los Angeles 
in January 2017. She 
was also selected by WeWork to join a 
select group of women entrepreneurs to 
meet with Mayor Eric Garcetti’s wife, First 
Lady Amy Wakeland, to discuss what 
their companies can do on a local level to 
empower women entrepreneurs.
Monique 
Wingard, 
MSSA 2009, 
seeks to 
develop a 
My Block My 
Hood My City 
chapter in 
Cleveland. In 
the meantime, 
she is 
volunteering for My Block My Hood My 
City and is an announcer/producer for 
WOUB-TV.

Reuben Addo, MSSA 2011, (pictured with 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
Sharon Milligan), is a PhD student at 
Colorado State University in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. He was a Porter Scholar while 
in the MSSA Program.
Indigo Bishop, MSSA 2012, wrote an 
online article for In Our Back Yard (ioby), 
titled “Solutions for Massive Federal 
Funding Cuts: Think Hyper-Local.” 
Donte Gibbs, MSSA/
CNM 2012, is The George 
Gund Foundation 
Fellow for 2017-2019. 
Previously, he was the 
Youth Engagement 
Director at Neighborhood 
Leadership Institute in 
Cleveland.
Fei Li, MSSA/MNO 2012, 
is LISW Supervisor at 
Asian Services In Action, 
Inc. (ASIA) International 
Community Health 
Center. Previously, she 
was in the Therapist-
Health and Wellness 
Program at The Centers 
for Families and Children.

Sabra Pierce Scott, MSSA 2012, was sworn 
into office in April 2017 by Mayor Frank 
G. Jackson as the first Director of Quality 
Control and Performance Management. 
She monitors and assesses program 
and service delivery to the citizens of 
Cleveland.
Emily Miller, MSSA 2015, started a 
scholarship fund with friends from her 
home town of Harbor Springs, Michigan. 
The goal is to grow the fund into an 
endowed fund so it can be sustainable, 
which requires raising $20,000 in the 
next three years. The scholarship will be 
available for anyone looking to further 
their education. Students may apply 
through the Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area 
Community Foundation, www.phsacf.
org, under the scholarship named “Harbor 
Spring Opportunity Scholarship.”
Samantha Pierce, MSSA 2015, was recently 
featured in an article in NPR Health News 
regarding her personal experience on how 
the stress of racism can lead to preterm 
labor in African American women. She 
now spends her time helping black women 
cope with stress. She also currently serves 
as the Program Director for the March of 
Dimes.
Sarah Cochey, MSSA 2016, became Chief 
Executive Officer of Youth Advocate 
Services in Columbus, Ohio, in December 
2016. Previously, she served the agency 
in the role of Early Intervention/Help Me 
Grow Home Visiting Program Manager.
Katrice Williams, MSSA/MNO 2016, while 
a Policy Associate for the ACLU of Ohio, led 
a discussion entitled “The Prison Industrial 
Complex in the Land of the Free,” after the 
screening of the documentary film,13th, at 
the ACLU of Ohio.

2017 Alumni Award Winners: Tracey L. Jones, MNO 2006, Nonprofit Leadership; Julius 
L. Simmons, MSSA 1975, Professional Achievement; Angela L. Daugherty, MSSA 2001, 
Early Career Success; Deborah A. Hill, MSSA 1976, Distinguished Alumna; Adam Roth, 
MSSA/MNO 1998, Nonprofit Leadership; Allen P. Maragliano, MSSA 1976, Professional 
Achievement; Donte’ L. Gibbs, MSSA/CNM 2012, Louis Stokes Community Service 
Leadership.

Alumni News includes updates received between October 1, 2016, and December 31, 2017.



28    Mandel School  case.edu/socialwork/alumni

With sadness, the Mandel School announces the passing of our extraordinary alumni and friends. 
We extend heartfelt condolences to their loved ones.

In Memoriam

Carroll Colby, MSSA 1941, died September 
23, 2016, in East Andover, N.H.  Mr. Colby 
worked in multiple roles throughout his 
career, including Director of the Group 
Work and Recreation Division of the 
Community Chest of Hennepin County 
in Minneapolis, Assistant Director, 
Operations Division, Community Chest 
of Philadelphia, Executive Director of 
the Welfare Planning Council in Wilkes-
Barre, Penn. and the first Executive 
Director of the Commission on Economic 
Opportunity in Luzerne County, Penn. 
He received a second master’s degree in 
public health in 1971 from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. From 
1971 to 1982, he was the Executive 
Director of the North Shore Health 
Planning Council in Peabody, Mass.
Claudeline Lewis, MSSA 1941, passed 
away December 26, 2016, in Enfield, N.C. 
She worked for the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, from 1962 until her 
retirement.
Alice Wyner, MSSA 
1941, (pictured right) 
died December 20, 2016, 
in Beachwood, Ohio, at 
age 99.
B.K. Dondlinger, MSSA 
1945, passed away 
October 2, 2016. She 
was an undergraduate at St. Olaf College 
and a social worker in Norwalk, Conn. She 
was a 50-year honorary life member of 
the American Association of University 
Women, which was committed to the 
education and equity of women and girls.
Netta Berman, MSSA 
1947, died March 18, 
2017, at age 93. She 
devoted more than 
20 years to helping 
the vulnerable at such 
institutions as Bellefaire 
JCB and Hill House in 
Cleveland. She took even greater pride in 
her work as a union organizer and leader, 
representing the dedicated staff at social 
agencies in the Cleveland area.
Marcia Sheiman, MSSA 1947, passed 
away May 14, 2016. She was a social 
worker at the New York City Board of 
Education.

Jane Wilber-Kanche, MSSA 1947, died 
June 13, 2017, at age 94. She was a 
resident of Novelty, Ohio. In 1957, when 
her fourth child, Laurie Suzette, passed 
away from leukemia at the age of 3, 
she and her husband Jack dedicated a 
children’s play room in Laurie’s name at 
Trumbull Memorial Hospital in Warren, 
Ohio. As a result, the Play Ladies program 
was established there, and Mrs. Wilber-
Kanche was actively involved in the 
program for many years.
Howard Myers Wells, Jr, MSSA 1950, 
passed away December, 30, 2016, at age 
93. He spent his entire career with the 
United Way movement (Red Feather 
Agencies, Community Chest, etc.) in 
towns around northern Ohio, then in 
Binghamton, N.Y., and finally Cleveland 
with the Cleveland Welfare Federation, 
retiring in 1986. He remained involved 
and supportive of the Mandel School 
throughout his professional life and into 
retirement.
Renate Dorpalen, MSSA 
1952, died September 
28, 2017. Born in 
Berlin, Germany, she 
immigrated to the 
United States in 1947 
and settled in New York 
City. Following post 
graduate work at the 
University of Michigan 
and Yale University, she was a clinical 
social worker at Clifford Beers Guidance 
Clinic in Connecticut until her retirement 
in 1985.
Helene Saul Parry, MSSA 1952, age 105, 
died November 28, 2016. During World 
War II, she was a Safety and Security 
Engineer for the War Department, 
travelling to explosive manufacturing 
plants in the United States making safety 
inspections. After the war, she became 
Superintendent of Public Welfare for 
Norton, Va. She married George W. Parry, 
who was working for the U.S. Bureau of 
Mines in West Virginia.
Lois Shefferle Mazur, MSSA 1954, passed 
away May 21, 2017, at age 87. She 
was a graduate of Flora Stone Mather 
College (now part of CWRU). She was a 

licensed social worker in both Ohio and 
Florida. She worked for Family Services 
of Cleveland, Greater Family Services 
of Tampa and Hospice of Hillsborough 
(Lifepath) in Tampa, Fla.
John Mazzarella, MSSA 1955, died 
October 2, 2017, at age 89. Born and 
raised in New York, N.Y., he volunteered 
as a teenager at the Christodora House, 
a settlement house in his East Village 
neighborhood, where he was inspired to 
become a social worker. He dedicated 
his professional life to the care and 
education of children, especially those 
with special needs. He worked in the 
Middletown, Conn., Public School System 
Department of Pupil Personnel and 
Special Services for more than 28 years, 
retiring in 1993. He continued serving 
by working in the Connecticut State 
Department of Education Surrogate 
Parent program as a surrogate parent. 
He held several elected offices, including 
Colchester Borough Treasurer and Town 
Treasurer. He also served several terms 
on the board of education, where he was 
an advocate for the special education 
program.
Lucretia H. Saunders, MSSA 1955, died 
January 12, 2017.
Robert Marquis Starr, 
MSSA 1956, passed 
away December 
19, 2016, at his 
home in the Walnut 
Ridge Retirement 
Community in Clive, 
Iowa.
Marian Finger, MSSA 1956, passed away 
April 5, 2016, at age 89 in Baraboo, Wis. 
After earning her MSSA, she served for 
two years with the Red Cross stationed 
in Japan. She was a social worker for 
the School District of Reedsburg (Wis.) 
for more than 30 years. She was also 
involved in a number 
of volunteer activities, 
including the local 
food pantry, St. 
Clare Hospital and 
as an English-as-a-
Second-Language 
tutor.
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Joan Glatte, MSSA 1956, 
of Monroe, Ohio, died 
May 21, 2016, at age 84.
Henry “Harry” Fisher, 
MSSA 1957, died 
November 8, 2016. 
He earned a second 
master’s degree from 
the University of Michigan. He served on 

the board of the Cleveland 
Rowing Association 
and volunteered with 
M.U.S.i.C. (Musical 
Upcoming Stars in the 
Classics) and Lyric Opera 
Cleveland. He served in 
the United States Army in 
the Counter Intelligence 

Corps during the Korean War and enjoyed 
being deployed in Salzburg, Austria.
Carol Cooper, MSSA 
1959, passed away May 
28, 2017. She was a case 
worker for Lorain County 
Children Services in 
Elyria, Ohio. 
Hildegard Ehrtmann, MSSA 1959, died 
May 30, 2017. 
Donald G. Miller, 
MSSA 1963, died 
September 13, 2017. 
He specialized in 
community mental 
health and later 
became the director 
of two county mental 
health agencies in Portsmouth, Ohio and 
Saginaw, Mich. He was an active member 
of College Mennonite Church in Goshen, 
Ind., committed to social justice work 
through his involvement in the church 
Jubilee fund, which is a community 
outreach and support program.
Juanita Shaw, MSSA 
1963, passed away 
February 2, 2017, at age 
95. After her husband’s 
death in the Korean 
War, Mrs. Shaw went to 
South Korea in 1956 with 
her two young sons for 
five years as a teacher 
and missionary with the Methodist 
Board of Global Missions (she personally 
petitioned the board to become the 
first single mother with children to be 
commissioned as a full-time missionary 
to Korea). After earning her MSSA, she 
returned to Korea, where she worked 

Eliezer David Jaffe, MSSA 1957, DSW 
1960, passed away May 25, 2017, at 
the age of 83. Dr. Jaffe immigrated 
to Israel in 1960 and was one of the 
founders of 
the first school 
of social work 
in Israel at 
the Hebrew 
University of 
Jerusalem, 
blazing the 
path for social 
improvement 
and 
development 
of Israel’s non-profit sector. He 
was the Centraide L. Jacques 
Menard Professor Emeritus for the 
Study of Volunteering, Nonprofit 
Organizations and Philanthropy at 
Hebrew University and co-Chairman 
of the university’s Center for the 
Study of Philanthropy. In 1990, Dr. 
Jaffe founded the Israel Free Loan 
Association, which has provided 
more than $270 million in interest-
free loans to the working poor. 
He was co-founder of ZAHAVI-
The Israel Association for Rights 
of Large Families. He consulted 
numerous Israeli ministers, the 
mayor of Jerusalem and many 
non-governmental offices to create 
social programs for underprivileged 
citizens, and taught at various 
universities. He was instrumental 
in establishing Israeli law regarding 
inter-country adoption and published 
several books and journal articles in 
the field of social welfare. Dr. Jaffe 
received numerous accolades, such 
as being awarded the Speaker of 
the Knesset Prize for improving the 
quality of life in Israel in 2011 and the 
Yakir Yerushalayim Distinguished 
Citizen of Jerusalem award in 2012. In 
2017, he was posthumously awarded 
the prestigious Nefesh B’Nefesh 
Bonei Tzion Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Israel. He’s the featured 
alumni bio in the 1950s chapter of 
the Mandel School Commemorative 
Book, was one of the Mandel School 
100 Centennial Alumni Award 
winners and is in the school’s Hall of 
Achievement.

to establish the first Severance Hospital 
Department of Medical Social Work 
on the campus of Yonsei University 
in Seoul. In 1968, she retired from the 
Methodist Board of Missions and for the 
next 22 years, she was a social worker 
for the Norwalk, Conn., schools until her 
retirement to Lakeside, Ohio, in 1990.
Carole Chalick, MSSA 1964, died February 
11, 2017, at age 78. She worked for the 
Pennsylvania Department of Public 
Welfare until her retirement in 2002. 
She enjoyed volunteering at the Jewish 
Home of Harrisburg, was a member of 
the Lower Paxton Community Center and 
volunteered her time reading to children 
at the local library.
Jean A. Giebink, MSSA 1964, who worked 
in Ohio public welfare for more than 
30 years, passed away November 17, 
2017. She was a Director of Lake County 
Human Services and a Social Program 
Administrator of Medina County Services 
(both in Ohio). She moved to Albuquerque, 
N.M., in 1998.
Lynne Seese, MSSA 
1964, (pictured right) 
died January 13, 2017. 
For nearly 40 years, she 
was a Psychiatric Social 
Worker for University 
Hospitals of Cleveland.
Janet Campbell, MSSA 
1965, died February 
27, 2017. She was a 
Clinical Social Worker for 34 years at the 
Dorothea Dix Hospital Child Outpatient 
Clinic in Raleigh, N.C. (a training clinic 
affiliated with the University of North 
Carolina Department of Psychiatry and 
the School of Social Work at UNC). As 
part of this program, 
she supervised many 
graduate-level social 
work and psychology 
candidates, as well as 
those training in child 
psychiatry. She also 
owned a private practice 
until she retired just a 
few years ago.
Hui Yin-fat, MSSA 1967, 
passed away December 
7, 2016, at age 80. He 
was a longtime Director 
of the Hong Kong 
Council of Social Service 
and entered politics in 
the 1980s, representing 
the social welfare sector 
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in the Legislative Council of Hong Kong 
from 1985 to 1995 and was a member 
of the Provisional Legislative Council of 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region. He was also known globally as 
a leader for his advocacy in promoting 
best practices in social welfare services. 
From 1976 to 1980, he served as Vice 
President of the International Council 
on Social Welfare, after which he was 
elected President of the Council and 
served in that capacity until 1984. He was 
also Vice President of the International 
Federation of Social Workers and from 
1988 to 2000, he was Vice President of 
the International Federation of Ageing, 
contributing significantly to China’s entry 
into the organization as a member.
Eleanor M. Warner, 
MSSA 1967, died 
May 3, 2017. After 
working at the 
United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation 
Administration, she 
worked with Chat 
Paterson and the 
American Veterans Committee, and 
then for Paterson’s campaign to help 
him win a seat in Congress. Mrs. Warner 
became a social worker and a lawyer. 
After her husband died in 1979, she 
worked at Benjamin Rose Institute on 
Aging in Cleveland and then at Lutheran 
Metropolitan Ministry of Cleveland, 
where she was an Ombudsman and then 
Executive Director of the Long Term Care 
Ombudsman until retiring to volunteer 
status in 2000. Her accomplishments 
included drafting an adult protective 
services (elder abuse) law and working 
to get it through the legislature and into 
Ohio law.
Kendell A. Teselle, MSSA 
1968, died August 23, 
2017, while doing what 
he loved most, hiking 
in Rocky Mountain 
National Park.
Christine C. Warner, 
MSSA 1968, passed 
away August 7, 2017, 
at age 73. She bravely 
suffered many painful polio treatments 
as a child to abate the disease and 
refused to use a wheelchair for many 
years. When her health required a chair, 
she became a ballet dancer in Cleveland’s 
Dancing Wheels Company, touring the 
country with the group for several years. 

She spent 10 years as a social worker at 
MetroHealth Medical Center and many 
years as a private counselor. 
Nadine R. Geiger, MSSA 1970, died 
February 16, 2017, at age 70. She was 
employed at Cleveland Mount Sinai 
Medical Center, Laurelwood Hospital and 
in private practice for 25 years.
Earlie B. Williams, 
MSSA 1971, died 
November 12, 2017. 
Mrs. Williams was a 
Social Work Supervisor 
at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center 
in Cleveland until 
retirement.
Dorothy Brown, MSSA 1972, passed away 
May 28, 2017. Known by her nickname 
“Dottie,” she was a clinical social worker 
in the Cleveland area for 62 years. She 
specialized in family counseling and 
worked until four months before her 
death. 
Steven J. Cuthbertson, MSSA 1972, died 
June 22, 2017. 

Edward E. Ford, MSSA 1972, passed away 
January 22, 2016. He was the previous 
owner of Ed Ford & Associates, served 
as a teacher and counselor at Casa De 
Paz Y Bien, and ended his career as 
President of Responsible Thinking Inc, all 
in Scottsdale, Ariz.
James L. Dineen, MSSA 1974, died 
October 16, 2016, at age 72, in 
Nassawadox, Va. His studies led him to 
his social work career at George Junior 
Republic in Freeville, N.Y.
Mark Sheppard, MSSA 1974, died July 7, 
2017. 
Richard P. Stearns, PhD 1974, passed 
away March 21, 2017. He helped many 
people as a counselor and through his 
work with Parents Anonymous.
Peter M. Gibb Jr., MSSA 
1975, died August 
17, 2017, in Kendall 
Park, N.J. Mr. Gibb 
began working at the 
Somerset County Board 
of Social Services (in 
New Jersey) in the 
mid-1970s as a social 
worker, eventually 

Belle Likover, MSSA 1969, age 97, died July 29, 2017. She 
moved to Cleveland in 1945, where she had a key role in a 
movement to establish and maintain daycare for young 
children during and after World War II. Mrs. Likover 
and her husband were targets of the Joe McCarthy 
investigations, which shaped her lifelong commitment to 
civil liberties. She began her 22-year career at the Jewish 
Community Center (JCC) in Cleveland as a group worker, 
and ultimately became Associate Executive Director of 
the agency. She played a major role in planning for the 
construction of the Mandel JCC and served two terms 
as its Interim Executive Director before retiring in 1982. 
Until her death, she was a tireless advocate on behalf of the elderly. Over the 
years, she served as chair for many senior advocacy organizations. She was a 
delegate to the White House Conference on Aging in 1995 and 2005. Some of 
the awards for Mrs. Likover’s advocacy work include: Advocate of the Year from 
the Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging (1997), Distinguished Alumna 
of the Year MSASS (2000), Ohioan of the Year by The Plain Dealer (2002), 
Democracy in Action Award by the League of Women Voters (2005), ACLU of 
Ohio Lifetime of Service Award (2009), and the Max and Frieda Davis Tikkun 
HaOlam Award from Temple Emanu El (2014). She was the subject of the 
documentary film, Belle, which premiered at the 2017 Cleveland International 
Film Festival. In the wake of several tragic shootings in 2016, she was inspired 
by President Barack Obama’s call for individual actions to unite the country 
rather than further divide it. She organized a community meeting that provided 
an informative and cordial dialog between residents and the Shaker Heights 
Police Department.



case.edu/socialwork/alumni  Mandel School    31    

becoming Assistant Administrator of 
Social Services until his retirement in 
2002. Previously, he was a draftsman for 
Sperry Gyroscope in New York City and 
also in the VISTA Program, where he was 
placed in the mountains of West Virginia, 
working to help residents connect 
with medical, educational and social 
services. He received multiple awards 
and started many programs while at 
Somerset, including The Handyman 
Program, to help build ramps and other 
accommodations for disabled people 
at their homes, and The Friendly Visitor 
Program, which provided volunteers to 
visit shut-ins.
Areles “Gene” Beer, 
MSSA 1976, passed 
away June 12, 2017, 
at age 88. Mr. Beer’s 
post-military years 
involved continuing to 
serve others, first as 
an enthusiastic social 
worker and then in various executive 
capacities with the United Way.
Kathleen D. Meredith, 
MSSA 1976, died July 
17, 2017.
Glenn Piper, MSSA 
1977, passed away 
December 25, 2016, 
in Maple Springs, N.Y. 
Throughout his career, 
he was a social worker 
for Cuyahoga County 
Children’s Home in 
Cleveland, J.N. Adam 
Developmental Center 
in Perrysburg, N.Y. 
and the Chautauqua 
County Resource 
Center in Jamestown, 
N.Y.
Edith M. Prendergast, 
MSSA 1977, died 
October 4, 2017. 
She was a Licensed 
Independent Social 
Worker at the 
Humanistic Counseling 
Center in Cleveland and 
founded Family Focus 
and Genesis Counseling Center in Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio.

William Atwood, MSSA 
1978, husband to 
Paula Pride Atwood, 
MSSA 1973, for 43 
years, passed away 
May 22, 2017.
Loretta J. Brenner, 
MSSA 1978, died 
March 29, 2017.
Claudia Carson, MSSA 1979, passed away 
January 20, 2017. She was Director of 
the Goodrich-Gannett Neighborhood 
Center in Cleveland and Director of Field 
Education at Cleveland State University. 
Andrew Piskura, MSSA 1979, died 
February 20, 2017 at age 68. He was a 
social worker for the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Human Services for many years.
Suzanne (Slagle) 
Keller, MSSA 1981, 
age 77, passed away 
August 10, 2017. She 
was a teacher and 
later a social worker 
at Deaconess Hospital 
and Huron Road Hospital (both in Ohio) 
until her retirement in 2009.
Hubert James Pardon, MSSA 1981, 
passed away May 4, 2016. He was a 
Behavioral Specialist in mental health at 
Temple University Hospital and a social 
worker at Friendship House Children’s 
Center in Philadelphia.
Jessie MacGregor Luke 
Wilson Peck, MSSA 
1982, died in Cleveland 
on October 16, 2017, 
after a brief illness. She 
was a therapist and 
advocate for justice 
and peace. She also 
studied at the Gestalt 
Institute of Cleveland. In Cleveland, 
she was proud to work with a range of 
grass roots organizations, supporting 
desegregation of public schools, women’s 
empowerment and philanthropy, early 
childhood education, the Free Clinic, and 
voter registration and engagement.
Gary W. Ritenour, MSSA 1982, passed 
away February 8, 2017.
Barbara P. Daniel, PhD 1984, died June 
2, 2017. She was a longtime resident of 
Athens, Ohio, where she was active in 
the League of Women Voters and was 
one of the first women candidates for 

Athens City Council in the 1960s. She 
was instrumental in proposing and 
advocating for the Athens bike path. At 
age 55, she received her PhD in social 
welfare and was an Assistant Professor 
at The College of Wooster. In her mid-60s, 
she moved to Columbus, Ohio, to perform 
program evaluation for the Franklin 
County Department of Human Services. 
Passionate about women’s rights 
and economic opportunity, she was a 
staunch advocate for job training and full 
employment in Franklin County. 
Stephanie A. Horvatich, MSSA 1985, 
passed away December 28, 2016. For 
23 years, she was a CNC Programmer 
Trainer for R.T.S.I. in Solon, Ohio. 
Previously, she worked with abused 
children as a social worker with the 
Cuyahoga County Bureau of Job and 
Family Services. She was also a Group 
Home Supervisor for the Murray Ridge 
Center in Lorain, Ohio.
James Henry McAuley, 
MSSA 1985, (pictured 
right) died December 6, 
2016. 
Michael Timothy 
Anderson, MSSA 1987, 
died October 1, 2016.
Caroll E. Streeter 
Brode, MSSA 1988, 
passed away July 24, 2017. She worked 
at Planned Parenthood for a number 
of years and then worked for 25 years 
for the Portage County [Ohio] Board of 
Developmental Disabilities as Service 
Support Administrator. 
She founded the 
Grandparent Support 
Group and worked as 
the Parent Support 
Educator at Happy 
Day School. She was 
instrumental in the 
founding of Hiram 
Farm, which serves 
adults with disabilities, 
and was an avid supporter.
Marilyn M. Lindemulder, MSSA 1989, 
died May 22, 2017. She taught primary 
school in the Toledo, Ohio, area for 
several years but soon found her calling 
as a social worker with the Lucas County 
Welfare Department. She started as a 
Caseworker in the Spencer-Sharples area 
and worked her way to Deputy Director 
of the Lucas County Department of Social 
Services.
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Masarrat Kazmi, MSSA 1992, passed 
away January 16, 2016. She was a 
social worker at the Department of 
Human Services in Cleveland and a CSP/
Therapist at Bridgeway Inc. mental health 
facility in Cleveland. 
Martha Bunn, MSSA 
1993, (pictured right) 
died September 1, 2016.
Paul Bunker, MSSA/
MNO 1997, died 
September 4 2017.
Paula Lynn (Van Dyne) 
Campagni, MSSA 1998, passed away 
October 23, 2016. She was a self-
employed licensed independent social 
worker for older adolescents and adults 
in Dublin, Ohio.
George F. Qua, MSSA 
1998, died September 
15, 2017. He was active 
in several organizations 
in the Cleveland area, 
including The Boy 
Scouts of America, 
The Rotary Club of 
Cleveland, Council of 
Smaller Enterprises 
(COSE) and the American Red Cross. He 
served his country for more than three 
decades, retiring as a Colonel in the U.S. 
Army.
Kristen (Grubbs) Blaze, 
MSSA 1999, (pictured 
right) passed away July 
16, 2017. 
Nancy Johnson, MSSA 
2001, passed away 
March 2, 2017. She was 
a social worker and had 
previously been employed by General 
Motors. She was a member of the 
Salvation Army of Youngstown, where 
she was a volunteer.
Kurt Jeffrey Buckner, PhD 2009, died 
January 12, 2017. Dr. Buckner was 
a Clinical Social Work Specialist in 
Phillipsburg, N.J. He was previously 
with the Peapack-Gladstone Police 
Department.

Friends
Charles J. Gallagher, Jr., husband of 
Helen (Smythe) Gallagher, MSSA 1935, of 
Silver Lake, Ohio, passed away October 
16, 2016. He was a United States Navy 
veteran of the Korean War and was a 
social worker for many years.
Theodore Fabyan, age 
87, died November 
18, 2016. Just a few 
months prior to his 
passing, he was named 
a member of the 
Mandel School Hall 
of Achievement. He 
retired as President 
and CEO from Vocational Guidance 
Services in Cleveland in 1995. Throughout 
his career, he served the communities 
where he lived and worked in many 
roles, including President of the National 
Association of Rehabilitation Facilities, 
Executive Director of Easter Seals Society 
in Philadelphia, a member of Leadership 
Cleveland, and President of the Hopewell 
Board of Directors, which is a therapeutic 
farm community in Mesopotamia, Ohio.
Josephine “Jo” Joelson, age 91, died 
September 4, 2017. She retired in 
1989 after working for 20 years in the 
Cleveland Heights/University Heights 
School district as a social worker and 
preceptor training new social workers 
entering the field.
Kathryn “Bunny” 
Loomis, passed away 
June 2, 2017. She 
was the wife of 64 
years to George P. 
Loomis and daughter 
of former Mandel 
School Dean Leonard 
Mayo. She was born 
in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., 
on the grounds of an orphanage where 
her father worked. Her family moved to 
Cleveland where her father became Dean 
of the School of Applied Social Sciences 
(as it was known then). After marrying 
and initially focusing on family, she was 
Development Director for Vocational 
Guidance Services in Cleveland and 
then Development Director and Interim 
Executive Director for Beech Brook 
children’s home, where she led a multi-
million-dollar capital campaign. She also 
served on the Beech Brook Board of 
Directors, and the boards of the Junior 

League of Cleveland, the Hough Area 
Nursery School Project, the Cleveland 
Mental Health Association, the Cleveland 
International Program and the Benjamin 
Rose Institute on Aging.
Dolores “Dolly” Kreicher 
Minter, wife of Steven 
Minter, MSSA 1963, 
died June 21, 2017, in 
Cleveland. She was 
raised in Lakewood, 
Ohio, and met and fell 
in love with Steven 
Minter while attending 
Baldwin-Wallace College. One of the 
first places to recognize her strengths 
was Fairmount Presbyterian Church, 
where as an elder she helped launch 
Project Renewal, a program that provided 
meals and fellowship to homebound 
seniors and people with disabilities for 
decades. She also chaired the Fairmount 
Women’s Association, known as “The 
Guild.” Outside the church, she served 
in leadership roles in many community 
organizations, including the Diversity 
Center of Northeast Ohio Board of 
Directors (formerly the National 
Conference for Christians and Jews) for 
more than 32 years. She also served on 
the Baldwin-Wallace Board of Trustees 
for 30 years, vigorously promoting the 
college’s support of low-income and 
minority students while chairing the 
board’s strategic planning committee 
and the annual fund campaign. She was 
a speaker and educator for Planned 
Parenthood and spoke widely on 
diversity topics to civic organizations. She 
cherished “Dolly’s Room” at the YWCA 
of Greater Cleveland’s Independence 
Place, a supportive residence for young 
women aging out of foster care. She 
became a respected figure in the field of 
philanthropy in her own right, ultimately 
serving as the Interim Executive Director 
of the Community Foundation of Greater 
Lorain County.
Nancy Lee Graf passed 
away in July 2017. 
She had been the 
Continuing Education 
Program Manager at 
the Mandel School. 

In Memoriam lists deceased alumni and friends 
for whom death notices were received between 
October 1, 2016, and December 31, 2017.
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The Homeless, 1989, bronze 
sculpture installed outside the 
Mandel School main entrance 
in October 2018, is a new daily 
reminder of our commitment 
to social justice, and spurs us 
toward further action in 2019.

We are grateful that you as our 
community members – alumni, 
faculty, friends, staff and 
students – are an integral part 
of this mission.

Sculptor: George Segal (1924 – 2000)
Commissioned by Peter Putnam, and donated by the Mildred Andrews Fund

Photo: Robert Muller


