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You Can Afford To Study Abroad
Studying abroad is one of the most rewarding and impactful experiences you can have as a student. If you ‘re like many students, you’ve considered study abroad, but due to what you’ve heard or read, you may have already decided that you can’t afford to study abroad.  There have been thousands of students who felt the same way – but were able to fund their study abroad experience through scholarships, grants, fundraising and other forms of financial aid.  So, before you rule out study abroad because of the cost, explore the various ways you can make this priceless experience a reality!

mailto:studyabroad@case.edu


Useful Steps to Study Abroad

• Plan early
• Consider priorities
• Try to be flexible
• Save money 
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Useful Steps to Study Abroad
Your first step in funding your study abroad is to know that you CAN still use your financial aid while studying abroad!  For summer programs, it may be dependent upon though program or length though.  Once you have stablished how much existing aid is available for study abroad, you can now begin your search for other funding sources.  We recommend the following steps to fund your study abroad
Location, Location, Location!
All study abroad locations are not equal when it comes to cost.  When choosing your study abroad location, be sure to research the cost of living and housing expenses.  Although the program fees may be similar, travel for example may not.  Ask your CWRU Study Abroad Advisor for cost comparisons.  
 



Program Type/Costs - Semester
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Semester Long

Summer

Faculty Led



Program Type/Costs – Faculty Led

Note: Summer 
Tuition applies to 

Summer and 
May Term!
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Location, Location! 
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Research study abroad opportunities and find a program that fits your budget and interest.  Search the CWRU website (case.edu/studyabroad) to find a list of affordable programs – hint – use the $ search!

Location, Location, Location!
All study abroad locations are not equal when it comes to cost.  When choosing your study abroad location, be sure to research the cost of living and housing expenses.  Although the program fees may be similar, travel for example may not.  Ask your CWRU Study Abroad Advisor for cost comparisons.  




Compare Budgets
• Compile your current domestic budget (tuition, 

books, room/board, travel, etc) into a clear list.  
This will give you an idea on your current 
expenditures, which will be useful later in this 
process.

• Compile a list of program costs (hint: Tuition tab 
on the program pages) associated with your 
chosen program.

• Compare your domestic expenditures with 
those of your international program.
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Presentation Notes
Today I’ll talk about our Financial Structure, a little abou tfinacial aid, choosing a location, scholarship searches and the Gilman.  
At the end I’ll turn off and we can workshop out further.

Things to do:
Plan early
Consider priorities
Try to be flexible
Save money 




Scholarships



Explore Scholarships



CWRU Specific Scholarship

• Samuel Rosenthal – Hebrew University
• IES Abroad – IES programs only
• Alice Seagraves – A&S Women
• Brookes Friebolin- France
• Weizmann Inst – Summer Research
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Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship
The Gilman Scholarship Program is an undergraduate grant program for U.S. citizens of limited financial means 
Funded by the US Department of STate
800 scholarships up to $5k are awarded yearly


Requirements to apply: 
U.S. citizen 
Undergraduate student
Receive Federal Pell Grant funding
Program is 21 days or more/Credit bearing
Travel Advisory 1 or 2
Military veteran?  Extra opporutnities�
Available for Summer, Fall, Spring Study Abroad Program that is a minimum of 3 weeks in length�
Highly competitive national scholarship 


2019-2020 highlights
47% First Generation College Student
29% STEM
Over 106 countries
Over half studied a language abroad

Visit www.gilmanscholarship.org  for  Deadlines and Timeline. 



Benjamin Gilman Scholarship

Eligibility
• Short-Long Term
• Virtual – ok!
• Dept. of State 

Advisories
• Pell Grant Students

Deadlines:
October 10 2024
March 13, 2025 

Certifications:
Study Abroad and 
Financial Aid Advisors
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Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship
The Gilman Scholarship Program is an undergraduate grant program for U.S. citizens of limited financial means 
Funded by the US Department of STate
800 scholarships up to $5k are awarded yearly


Requirements to apply: 
U.S. citizen 
Undergraduate student
Receive Federal Pell Grant funding
Program is 21 days or more/Credit bearing
Travel Advisory 1 or 2
Military veteran?  Extra opporutnities�
Available for Summer, Fall, Spring Study Abroad Program that is NO MINIMUM in length

Please note that if the country where you choose to study abroad is at a Level 3 or 4 due to COVID-19 at the time of application, the Gilman program will still review your application. In the event that an applicant is selected for the Gilman Scholarship and if the destination country is still at a Level 3 or 4, even if only due to COVID-19, before the program starts, then the recipient will be required to change their program location.�
Highly competitive national scholarship 

Visit www.gilmanscholarship.org  for  Deadlines and Timeline. 



Essays
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Tips: Application times out after 45 minutes
Compose in word document
Copy and paste text into the boxes inside the application
Use paragraphs, not numbered or bulleted responses
Do not format (bold, italics, underline)
Ensure that essays address the proper theme 
Talk about your financial need (this could fit into how you will overcome challenges of exprieince…ie, you have two jobs now and can juggle getting all A’s)

Statement of Purpose Essay
Connect between program and goals (personal, career, academic/school)
Connect between country and goals (personal, career, academic/school)
How will you be academically successful?
Give examples of experiences, skills, knowledge you will use to meet program challenges?
How will this experience impact your future
Tips: Be specific!  Talk about specific classes that you will benefit from.  Talk about specifics/statistics for the country (It’s the #1 Biotech business city, The city gets 50% of their energy from renewable resources, the university is top 100,  it houses __ specific businesses that you’re interested in, it has a collectivist culture that you can learn from, etc.).  Were you excited about the opportunity, why are you inspired to study at this location/program?  Is there a festival/holiday that you’re excited about?
Bonus Points:  Exploring a new culture is good, being specific about your program/coursework is much better!  For example, is there a cultural saying or expression that is meaningful to you? Are you already using DuoLingo to work on the langaugae because you’re so exited?  




Fund for Education Abroad

Diversity Scores
• Not studied abroad before
• Underrepresented demographic group
• First Generation
• Community College
• Other under-representation?  Work full 

time, commuter, foster care, lgbtq, 
anything?

• Writing Quality

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Building Mutual Understanding
How will you represent the US as a citizen diplomat abroad
How will you contribute to the goal of building mutual understanding
Discuss opportunities to build meaningful relationships and become culturally engaged
Tips: Talk about how you have American cultural awareness; possibly break media stereotypes (People of Walmart or Mean Girls style) or cultural stereotypes (everyone is white and middle class).



Fund for Education Abroad

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Building Mutual Understanding
How will you represent the US as a citizen diplomat abroad
How will you contribute to the goal of building mutual understanding
Discuss opportunities to build meaningful relationships and become culturally engaged
Tips: Talk about how you have American cultural awareness; possibly break media stereotypes (People of Walmart or Mean Girls style) or cultural stereotypes (everyone is white and middle class).



Dream Fund
• Opens Mid-Semester(ish)
• $2,000 award 
• Essay is about how an award will help you 

achieve your dream
• Also includes one-on-one professional 

development coaching
• UDC CampusGroups Page
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Presentation Notes
Beginning Jan. 16, 2023, under-resourced undergraduate students at Case Western Reserve University will have the opportunity to apply for a $2,500 award from the newly-created Dream Fund. The Dream Fund is made possible by the commitment of a generous donor who believes strongly in providing the resources for students to broaden their access to co-curricular and extracurricular activities.
How will this award help students achieve their dreams? The Dream Fund can be used to offset the cost of conference attendance, leadership development, studying abroad, living expenses related to internships, professional development, other experiential education opportunities, and more.�Applicants for this funding will be asked to submit an essay about how an award from the Dream Fund would help them achieve their dreams. Award winners will also complete a one-on-one professional development coaching session to help put their Dream Fund plans into action.
Awards will be dispersed four weeks after application and students are encouraged to keep an eye on the Undergraduate Diversity Collaborative CampusGroups page for the application to go live on Jan. 16, 2023.




Departmental Funding
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Private Loans
Private student loans can be a great way to pay for study abroad expenses not covered by scholarships or federal loans; however, make sure you are completely clear on your repayment requirements.  With lower interest rates and often no loan fees, private loans may be a good alternative to using high interest rate credits cards to pay for the cost of study abroad. Loans shouldn’t be your first means of financing study abroad, but should be an option.  Remember, just as your education at your home school is an investment, a study abroad experience is also a major investment in the future –one with many benefits.  




More fellowships/big $$/after college?
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Fulbright – 1 year to research abroad
Freeman Asia (up to $7k)
Boren Scholarships
Pancoast Scholarship - $3500 post grad


and Timeline. 
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and Timeline. 



Personal Fundraising
• Crowdfunding is a great way to raise small amounts of money from 

a large number of people, typically via the internet.  Learn more at 
crowdfunding.com

• You must ask questions: What are the initial costs of this 
fundraiser?  What’s my fundraising goal?  To whom can I reach 
out?

• Be prepared to explain why you are fundraising which will add 
value to your fundraising approach. Let your sponsors know why 
study abroad is so important for your future, and any plans you 
have to give back to your community when you return.

• Use social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn 
and Instagram to promote your efforts.

• Be sure to thank everyone who contributes and send them updates 
when you’re abroad.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Investing time and effort into personal fundraising can be an effective way to reduce the cost of study abroad. Personal fundraising can take the form of: requesting people or organizations to sponsor you, organizing fundraising parties, or launching on-line fundraiser campaigns.  Fundraising helps cover the cost of study abroad and get your friends and family involved in your study abroad plans.  




Financial Aid/Federal Loans
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Presentation Notes

It can be adjusted to cover the program cost  (and yes, you can include airfare) Needs based – provide cost sheet to financial aid so they can modify your aid.

Release dates of financial aid may not match up to program start dates! 

Study abroad is an investment decision 
It’s beneficial professionally 
	(but you may have to explain how)

It’s beneficial academically 
	(Graduate school & Law school applicants) 






Private Loans
• Private student loans can be a great way to pay for 

study abroad expenses not covered by scholarships or 
federal loans; however, make sure you are completely 
clear on your repayment requirements.  With lower 
interest rates and often no loan fees, private loans may 
be a good alternative to using high interest rate credits 
cards to pay for the cost of study abroad. Loans 
shouldn’t be your first means of financing study abroad, 
but should be an option.  
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Private Loans
Private student loans can be a great way to pay for study abroad expenses not covered by scholarships or federal loans; however, make sure you are completely clear on your repayment requirements.  With lower interest rates and often no loan fees, private loans may be a good alternative to using high interest rate credits cards to pay for the cost of study abroad. Loans shouldn’t be your first means of financing study abroad, but should be an option.  Remember, just as your education at your home school is an investment, a study abroad experience is also a major investment in the future –one with many benefits.  




Remember
• Just as with your 

education at CWRU is 
an investment, a study 
abroad experience is 
also a major investment 
in the future –one with 
many benefits. 
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Private Loans
Private student loans can be a great way to pay for study abroad expenses not covered by scholarships or federal loans; however, make sure you are completely clear on your repayment requirements.  With lower interest rates and often no loan fees, private loans may be a good alternative to using high interest rate credits cards to pay for the cost of study abroad. Loans shouldn’t be your first means of financing study abroad, but should be an option.  Remember, just as your education at your home school is an investment, a study abroad experience is also a major investment in the future –one with many benefits.  




Writing Essays
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Private Loans
Private student loans can be a great way to pay for study abroad expenses not covered by scholarships or federal loans; however, make sure you are completely clear on your repayment requirements.  With lower interest rates and often no loan fees, private loans may be a good alternative to using high interest rate credits cards to pay for the cost of study abroad. Loans shouldn’t be your first means of financing study abroad, but should be an option.  Remember, just as your education at your home school is an investment, a study abroad experience is also a major investment in the future –one with many benefits.  




AI and Essays

Make it original
• Often essays will encounter AI detection
• Often not “prohibited” but….
• Can be excellent for construction/outlines
• Be honest!
• “do you feel like you understand who the 

student is”?  
• Glittering Generalities!
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Building Mutual Understanding
How will you represent the US as a citizen diplomat abroad
How will you contribute to the goal of building mutual understanding
Discuss opportunities to build meaningful relationships and become culturally engaged
Tips: Talk about how you have American cultural awareness; possibly break media stereotypes (People of Walmart or Mean Girls style) or cultural stereotypes (everyone is white and middle class).



• Set up a meeting with 
an advisor

• Go to “Connect with Us” on 
website  or MyJourney

• Drop In hours 

• Search for programs:
• Database to search terms in 

which to study abroad, 
majors offered and countries 
or regions

HOW to study abroad
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