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Our mission is to accelerate pathways to vibrant and healthy
environments through collaborative research, immersive training, and

authentic community engagement.
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Meet the Swetland Advisory Council 
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We are pleased to announce the newest members of the Swetland Center Advisory

Council.  Our council members represent a range of organizations and disciplines

integrally linked to the mission and vision of the Swetland Center. Council members

advise the Center on strategic directions and partnerships and leverage connections

for expanded impact.
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Produce Prescriptions: Empowering Health through Food

Our Produce Prescription (PRx) initiative exists to rewrite the healthcare story across

Cuyahoga County. The goal is to enable Cuyahoga County residents to easily receive

PRx, no matter where healthcare is provided. The groundwork is being laid to make

this goal a reality. 

Building on infrastructure being developed through our CDC-funded REACH grant in

partnership with Cuyahoga County Board of Health, we are finding ways to expand

PRx to improve health outcomes, uplift local economies, and restore patient dignity

and agency.

At its heart, PRx is driven by the belief that food is more than sustenance—it’s

powerful, preventative medicine. By prescribing fruits and vegetables to individuals

with chronic conditions and limited access to nutritious food, PRx has the potential to

transform healthcare into a system that addresses root causes, not just symptoms.

Check out the new page on the Swetland Center website highlighting real stories from

local PRx programs.

Read Leora's story here
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Read Emily's story here

Dawn Glasco Assumes Leadership of Nourishing Power Network

Darcy Freedman and Tom O'Brien, Co-

Principal Investigators of the Nourishing

Neighborhoods Empowering Communities

Study, passing the baton of the Nourishing

Power Network. Dawn Glasco will

coordinate the first phase of sustainability,

ensuring the network's continued success.

Dawn Glasco, of Dawn Visions, was selected by a volunteer committee of Nourishing

Power Network members to continue leading the network through a one-year grant to

support its sustainability phase. Dawn officially started her role on November 1,

2025. You can reach Dawn at nourishingpowernetwork@gmail.com.

“I’m honored to lead the next phase of the Nourishing Power Network. This work is vital for our

communities and our shared humanity. I am grateful for the opportunity to continue working

alongside residents across neighborhoods who understand our collective effort to create the

positive change we want to see. The goals of Nourishing Power Network to establish Nutrition

Zones, increase access to fresh foods, cultivate community wealth in all aspects, and collaborate
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to improve health outcomes is a vision rooted in love. I am truly inspired and eager to help guide

NPN forward. I look forward to what all we can accomplish together.”

- Dawn Glasco

New Partnership with Nationwide Children's Hospital

Swetland Center faculty and trainees, along with colleagues from CWRU's Center for

Community Health Integration, are working with Linden residents in Columbus to

understand housing's impact on infant and maternal health. Led by Dr. Deena Chisolm

of Nationwide Children's Hospital and funded by NIH, this research explores solutions

to root causes of infant mortality. The CWRU team is supporting development of a

system dynamics model and decision support tools to shape future housing policies,

programs, and practices designed to promote infant and maternal vitality.

Welcome our New Interns, Jugnu and Zhongyu!

Jugnu Shrestha is a Family Medicine Resident at

University Hospitals. She is interning at the Swetland

Center this Fall and Spring, primarily supporting PRx

infrastructure development within the REACH Project.

Jugnu is excited to be part of a project that can be

applied in the primary care settings where she

intends to work. Learn more about Jugnu here.
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Zhongyu Ma is a Master of Social Work student at

CWRU. He will complete his practicum this year at the

Swetland Center. He will primarily work on the REACH

Project. Originally from China, Zhongyu hopes to

learn more about strategies to support policy justice

and promote equity through community-based

work. Learn more about Zhongyu here.

Celebrating Swetland's SNAP-Ed Initiatives

The Swetland Center is wrapping up a decade of SNAP-Ed work due to changes in

funding for this national program resulting from the "Big Beautiful Bill" passed by

Congress in July 2025. In the federal funding bill, SNAP-Ed is no longer funded through

a "mandatory" appropriation. All of our SNAP-Ed work will end November 30, 2025.

However, the lessons learned and relationships established -- especially with our

partners at The Ohio State University -- will continue. We look forward to innovating

new approaches to make healthy choices the easiest choices for families in Ohio and

beyond. 

Highlights of our SNAP-Ed Evaluation Work

Created and scaled the PSE READI - an online tool to tailor community nutrition

interventions to community readiness and capacity. 

Created and scaled Produce Path for Customers - an app to support two-way

communication about farmers markets and nutrition incentive programs

between low-income shoppers and farmers market staff.

Highlights of our SNAP-Ed Direct Education Work (in-field programming

launched in January 2025)

Engaged 2,300+ adults and youth in 300 direct education sessions

Partnered with the following sites to deliver nutrition and physical

activity programming in Cuyahoga County:

Greater Cleveland Food Bank

Hunger Network

CWRU Food Pantry

National Church Residences

Sisters of Charity

Haven Home

The Centers Recovery Housing

The Centers Workforce Development

The Centers Head Start

Catholic Charities Head Start

Catholic Charities Senior Programming
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Cuyahoga Metro Housing Authority (CMHA)

Providence House

East Cleveland Neighborhood Project

East Cleveland City Schools

Saint Martin de Porres High School

University Hospitals Rainbow BabyCafe

Discovery Point Early Learning Center

AdvantageCLE

Events & Opportunities
Join our Final Seminar for 2025

Environmental Health Connector - Fall Networking Event

Register Here
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The Environmental Health Connector had its kick-off networking event on Wednesday

September 23rd at Black Frog Brewery.  The "Fill Your Cup" networking event gathered

academics, organizational leaders and community partners to discuss future

collaborations and opportunities to improve environmental health. The next

networking event is planned for Spring 2025 (details coming soon).

Hot Off the Press
Check out our Latest Publications - Owusua add publications

Bold = Swetland Center Affiliates or Trainees

Whitehouse, P., George, D. R., & Riegal, C. (2025). The Quest for Cure of “Alzheimer's”:

Reimagining the Goal by Changing Culture. Hastings Center Report, 55, S48-S56.

Johnson, D. A., Yamoah, O., Raghuvanshi, Y., Barnett, T., Blanchette, J. E., & Hatipoglu,

B. (2025). The Associations Between Neighborhood Safety and Address Stability with

HbA1c Levels among Adults with Diabetes. AACE Endocrinology and Diabetes.

Yamoah, O., Gee, R., Ruhde, N., & Veerasekar, T. (2025). “You just made out with

what you had”: Experiences of food pantry patrons in Northeast Ohio during COVID-19

pandemic. Journal of Hunger & Environmental Nutrition, 1-15.
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Conference Highlights 

Data Days Cleveland

Our Research Scientist Dr. Emily Nelson (left) teamed with Dr. Francisca García-

Cobián Richter (right) to present on their project FAIR2 Data Chats: A Participatory

Research Tool to Advance Public Interest Technology in Data Analytics at Data Days

Cleveland at the Cleveland Public Library.

Infectious Disease Society of America

Swetland faculty Dr. Shannon Conrey

presented at the Infectious Disease Society

of America ( ID Week) on the Prevail

Project. Her presentation was titled:

Optimizing the sensitivity of detection of

respiratory syncytial virus infections in

longitudinal studies using the combination

of weekly sample testing and biannual

serology.

Swetland Spotlight
Consider Using a Community Engagement (CE) Studio

The Community Engagement (CE) Studio team is currently recruiting investigators

interested in receiving community input on their research.  CE Studios are an

evidenced-based consultative model utilized to gain valuable patient or community

insight to inform study design, implementation, translation and dissemination. Dr.

Darcy Freedman and Dr. Ivory Simms from the Swetland Center provide leadership to
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the CE Studio resource offered through the CTSC of Northern Ohio.  

For more information please contact Dr. Ivory Simms at ijs34@case.edu.
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