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on the cover
The Forward Thinking campaign focused on
programs, people and capital projects. Sierra
Lipscomb graduated at the top of her Cleveland high
school class with dreams of attending Case Western
Reserve—but without the financial resources. Today,
thanks to generous scholarship support, she is two
months away from earning her undergraduate
degree and planning to become an attorney. To her
right is the Tinkham Veale University Center, the first
major project completed during the campaign, with
part of the Nord Family Greenway (opened last year)
in front of it. To her left (on the back cover) is the
Health Education Campus, the campaign’s largest
building project, which opens this summer.

case.edu/forwardthinking
facebook.com/casewesternreserve
instagram.com/cwru

The inside front cover features the Larry Sears and
Sally Zlotnick Sears think[box] in the Richey Mixon
building, as well as the Frank N. and Jocelyne K.
Alumni Center. The inside back cover features the
Milton and Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center at
The Temple–Tifereth Israel and the Wyant Athletic
and Wellness Center. These are just some of the
projects your support made possible.
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Campaign Total:
$1.82 Billion, Thanks to You
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connect with us

campaign update
To Our Alumni and Friends:
Just over seven years ago, hundreds gathered in Horsburgh Gymnasium
to celebrate the public launch of the Forward Thinking capital campaign.
At the time, its $1 billion goal seemed audacious. Case Western
Reserve’s last campaign had ended in 1994 with a tally of $416.5 million;
university fundraising in the early 2000s had been uneven at best.
In recent years, though, supporters appeared to be feeling renewed
confidence. That night, President Barbara R. Snyder announced that
the campaign’s “quiet phase” had brought in $660 million. As the event
ended with blue-and-white confetti flying and the university’s marching
band high-stepping through the room, the audience couldn’t help but
seem swept up in the excitement.

60,000 46,000
total donors

Three years later, your gifts and pledges surpassed that mark too and, again, far before the campaign’s end.

$2000

This time, though, we knew better than to set a third mark. We made the right choice, because no one could have
imagined just how great your commitment to Case Western Reserve could be.

This final edition of our campaign magazine is dedicated to all of you. Every number, every word, every picture.
This campus already is physically transformed—as just one example, thanks to the completion of the Tinkham
Veale University Center, we no longer have to gather in a gymnasium for a large event. But then think of the lasting
impact of all of those new spaces, the endowed professorships, the scholarships, and so much more. You are
changing lives—now, and for generations to come.
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$1,820.3
(121.4%)

$1.82 billion.
To understand just how extraordinary your accomplishment is, consider that figure a few other ways.
Take the period from the night of the campaign’s announcement—Oct. 13, 2011—through to the night the
campaign ended—Dec. 31, 2018. Subtract the $660 million already given. During that time, your philanthropy
averaged more than $13 million a month… more than $3 million a week… and nearly $440,000 a day.

alumni donors

Campaign Attainment Toward Goal
December 31, 2018

Your generosity took Forward Thinking past that ambitious goal well
ahead of schedule—so much so that we decided to set a new target that was $500 million higher.

$1500
MILLIONS

forward thinking
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in gifts and pledges during campaign
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Still, the question remained: Would such enthusiasm continue after
the music stopped? More, would it inspire ongoing investments in the
campaign’s priorities? Three years later, in the summer of 2014, we had
an answer: a resounding “Yes.”

$1.82 billion

$1000
$500

Thank you.
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FRANK N. LINSALATA
CHAIR, FORWARD THINKING: THE CAMPAIGN FOR CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
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Your support transformed our campus.
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Health Education Campus
(six blocks west of Case Quad),
opening Spring 2019

9

8

building +
renovation
projects

1. The Milton and Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center at
The Temple–Tifereth Israel
2. Nord Family Greenway
3. Frank N. and Jocelyne K. Linsalata Alumni Center
4. Wyant Athletic and Wellness Center
5. Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel School of Applied
Social Sciences
6. Tinkham Veale University Center

7. Toby’s Plaza
8. Larry Sears and Sally Zlotnick Sears think[box] in the
Richey Mixon Building
9. Sheila and Eric Samson Pavilion and the Dental Clinic at
the Health Education Campus of Case Western Reserve
University and Cleveland Clinic
*Not pictured: 10. The Lucia Smith Nash Walkway;
11. Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Community Studies Center
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You built a new central hub, turned a historic temple into a stateof-the-art performance center, and developed an innovative
public green space to connect the two. You created homes for our
inventors and entrepreneurs to innovate, our alumni to connect,
our community to gather, and our students to get and stay fit.
You even helped add a new campus, one that not only will change
health education, but drive better care as well.

6
4

Building
Our Future

Daniel Milner

Uniting a University

The Tinkham Veale University Center
creates a hub of activity for whole campus

A

7

6

university offices

eateries

9

7

rental spaces

Open to CWRU community

24/7
Daniel Milner

At the “topping off” ceremony during the construction of the
Tinkham Veale University Center, students, faculty and staff
gathered to celebrate with key donors, including (front row, from
left): Frank N. Linsalata, Jocelyne Linsalata, President Barbara
R. Snyder, William B. LaPlace, Ellen Stirn Mavec, Kathleen Koch,
Charles “Bud” Koch, (second row) Allen Ford, Phillip A. Ranney,
the late Ann Ranney and the late Maxine Field.

Home to:
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dance troupe rehearses a new routine, as
student groups hand out fliers to passersby a
few feet away. Nearby, a group of professors
dine together, while a staff member grabs a cup of
coffee as she hurries to a meeting down the hall.
As the fifth anniversary of its opening approaches
this summer, the Tinkham Veale University Center
epitomizes its late namesake’s original intent:
connecting people from across the campus, no matter
their school, college or academic discipline.
“They [will] all get together and get to know each
other,” the late Tinkham Veale II (CIT ’37) said in 2010.
“It’s going to be great.”
The need for a new campus center had been debated
for decades, and dollars even begun to be raised. But it
was Veale’s $20 million contribution that allowed the
project to proceed.
Since it opened in 2014, the 82,000-square-foot
facility has become a 24-hour gathering place for
students, faculty and staff. The center’s inclusive spirit
is evident through its variety of offices and centers,
among them the Inamori International Center for Ethics
and Excellence, Greek Life, and the LGBT Center. It also
is home to more than 160 student organizations.
(continued on p. 8)

Matt Lester

Daniel Milner
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About Tinkham Veale II
A 1937 graduate of Case Institute of Technology,
Tinkham Veale II credited CIT for positively shaping
the course of his life. He donated to the university
each year following his graduation until his death
in 2012, benefiting numerous buildings and
departments across campus with his generosity.
“One of the aspects of this project that most
appealed to Tinkham Veale was its potential
to draw people together from across campus,”
President Barbara R. Snyder said at the time of
the center’s opening. Though the backgrounds of
the individuals who use the Tink vary broadly, all
benefit from Veale’s core goal: the sharing of ideas
and fostering of friendships.

Angelo Merendino
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“Since moving here, we’ve collaborated with students
and other [CWRU] offices in ways that would not have
been possible if not for the Tink,” said Elizabeth Banks,
director of the Center for Civic Engagement and Learning.
Other major contributors include: The Kent H. Smith
Charitable Trust, The Kelvin & Eleanor Smith Foundation,
Inamori Foundation, Frank N. and Jocelyne Linsalata,
Charles “Bud” and Kathleen Koch, Pepsi Cola Co., and
the Flora Stone Mather Alumnae Association, which
contributed a special gift to provide space for the Flora
Stone Mather Center for Women.
In addition to its use as a hub for university activity,
“the Tink,” as it’s called, is a popular rental facility for
events ranging from celebrations and banquets to
lectures and performances. It had hosted more than
650,000 people for events by the end of 2018.

Matt Shiffler

Matt Shiffler

A Physical Education
Wyant Athletic and Wellness Center allows
students to exercise, study and connect

T

Annie O’Neill

Daniel Milner
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T

he Nord Family Greenway is more than an inspired
urban commons—it’s an invitation to University
Circle’s neighbors to engage with the array of
cultural, educational and economic opportunities on
campus and throughout the area.
Opened last year, the $15 million project is named for its
lead donors, the Eric and Jane Nord family, and includes the
Fine Arts Garden and sculptor Chester Beach’s Fountain
of the Waters, both part of the Cleveland Museum of Art’s
southern landscape.
The 480,000-square-foot park joins Case Western
Reserve’s main and West campuses with an elegant and
natural vista between the Tinkham Veale University Center
and The Milton and Tamar Maltz Performing Arts Center.
While the park makes performances and other cultural
events more accessible to the campus and its neighbors,
it also provides a serene atmosphere to recreate, picnic,
or catch a concert or at Toby’s Terrace, an open-air

Top left: Visitors to the greenway are welcomed with a quote
from Theo Moll: “The past we inherit... the future we create.”
Top right: The 15-acre greenway provides visitors with lush
green spaces, modern pedestrian crossings and walkways—
illuminated with General Electric’s Current technology.

performance space named for alumna, trustee and
greenway donor Toby Devan Lewis.
“People say how easy it is to relax there and really dial
it down,” said Mary Ann Dobbins, wellness manager at
Case Western Reserve, who has coordinated group health
walks in the greenway for hundreds of staff and faculty
participants. “It’s an open and inviting space for everybody.”
Designed by Massachusetts-based firm Sasaki
Associates Inc.—selected through a design competition
made possible by the Cleveland Foundation—the project
received its first support from the family of Curt and Sara
Moll, an alumna and trustee, and its final grant from the
Cleveland Foundation.

Middle: From left to
right: Curt Moll, Sara
Moll, James Wyant,
Richard Nord, Jane
Nord, CWRU President
Barbara R. Snyder,
Cleveland Foundation
CEO Ronn Richard,
Cleveland Museum of
Art Director William
Griswold, Eric Barbato,
Elisha Barbato and GE
Lighting’s Jerry Duffy.
Bottom: Toby’s Terrace
offers a gathering and
performance space.
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Nord Family Greenway links our
campus and community
Matt Shiffler

With equipment such as cardio and weight
training machines, this 4,200-square-foot space
is a resource for all members of the campus
community, ranging from athletes on the
university’s 19 varsity teams to the 2,500 students
who reside in the North Residential Village.

What’s next? Thanks to an additional
$2 million pledge announced by
James Wyant (above) at the opening
ceremony for the Wyant Athletic and
Wellness Center, plans are underway
for Phase II—a 15,000-square-foot
indoor practice facility featuring
artificial turf. Those interested in
contributing to this addition may
contact gary.pillar@case.edu.

A Park of
Possibilities

Daniel Milner

10

Daniel Milner

he thud of weights hitting rubber mixes with music. Two athletes race on
treadmills, their feet pounding a steady beat. Excited chatter emanates
from an open room, while students work on a project between practice
and their next class.
It all takes place in the Wyant Athletic and Wellness Center, made possible by
Board of Trustees Chair James C. Wyant, PhD (CIT ’65), a former undergraduate
and varsity athlete.
“Having this facility has been incredibly convenient and caters to many
different needs,” said Igor Tutelman, a senior accounting major who not only
works in the 24,000-square-foot facility, but also works out there, too.
With separate space for exercise and study, the three-story structure appeals
to students on multiple levels.
“I like Wyant because it isn’t as intimidating as the library,” said Aubrie Mance,
a softball player majoring in biomedical engineering, “and it has a great view.”

Daniel Milner

On Center Stage
The Maltz Performing Arts Center offers a
modern (and historic) home for art and culture

W

Daniel Milner
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hen senior biochemistry and music student
Devin Reddy filled Silver Hall with the sounds
of his French horn, his grandparents watched
him perform live for the first time.
They were 8,000-plus miles away—watching in the
middle of the night, in India. But they were glued to a
feed from a tablet held by Devin’s parents sitting in
the second row, taking in their son leading a 30-piece
orchestra in a concerto.
“Playing in such a grand space, on a professional stage,
we were able to match the beauty of the setting with our
performance,” Reddy said of the venue, the 1,200-seat
Silver Hall inside the Milton and Tamar Maltz Performing
Arts Center at The Temple–Tifereth Israel. “The experience
will stick with me forever.”
His performance is another example of the vision of
building’s namesakes coming to life. As lead donors—
along with the Maltz Family Foundation of the Jewish
Federation of Cleveland—they contributed more than
$30 million for the first phase of renovations of the
1920s-era religious landmark.
From its opening in 2015—a concert with the Cleveland
Orchestra and Violins of Hope, featuring restored

instruments owned by victims of the Holocaust—the
venue has hosted hundreds of events, including studentled concerts, speeches and performances.
Take Think Forum, the nation's longest, consecutively
running speaker series. Formerly known as Town Hall
of Cleveland, the free lectures have featured a diversity
of distinguished individuals since the series’ inception in
1931; recent speakers include feminist and journalist Gloria
Steinem, Pulitzer Prize winner Tony Kushner and literary
critic/filmmaker Henry Louis Gates Jr.
(continued on p. 14)
Milton and Tamar Maltz (above) are lead donors for the Maltz
Performing Arts Center (opposite page, right) whose Silver Hall
(middle) provides space for musical performances or speakers
such as Henry Louis Gates Jr., pictured at bottom left with BakerNord Center for the Humanities Director Peter Knox.

Measures of Success

180
events

108

1974

Phase One supporters

35,000

19

visitors

Department of Music
ensembles

year the temple was added to
National Register of Historic Places

Daniel Milner

Angelo Merendino
Steven Mastroianni

The Maltz Center also hosts The William N.
Skirball Writers Center Stage Series, co-sponsored
by the Cuyahoga County Public Library Foundation,
which presents readings and conversations with
influential and upcoming literary voices, including
Colson Whitehead, John Grisham, Margaret
Atwood and others.
Phase I renovations also included a new recital
hall, made possible by support from Charles “Bud”
and Kathleen Koch; a conductor’s “green room,”
created with a gift from Gerald (ADL ’71) and Jane
Kesselman; and a reception hall, thanks to Walter
(ADL ’55) and Jean (FSM ’55, LAW ‘81) Kalberer.
Meanwhile, preparation for Phase Two of
the Maltz Center is underway. Plans call for
the addition of learning spaces for theater and
dance students, as well as the construction of a
proscenium theater, with the support of a $10
million gift from philanthropist Roe Green.

A Transformative Space

Daniel Milner

Toby’s Plaza is a cornerstone of Uptown—a
revitalized neighborhood for our community

The Maltz Center’s recital hall was named in honor of
Bud and Kathleen Koch (top) and its reception hall for
Walter and Jean Kalberer (middle). Phase II (rendering,
bottom left) will include a new proscenium theater,
made possible by Roe Green (bottom right).

Daniel Milner

DLS, Cleveland
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N

estled amid the shops and eateries of Uptown is
an unassuming open space perfectly suited for
respite and reflection—once the weather warms.
When spring arrives, the 34,000-square-foot area fills
with people eating, talking, watching events or taking in
the seven-ton, 25-foot sculpture added last summer.
It is all as Toby Devan Lewis (FSM ’56) hoped when she
made the generous commitment to create Toby’s Plaza.
Designed by James Corner Field Operations, it features
birch trees, benches and picnic tables, along with wide
swaths of grass. Already adjacent to the Museum of
Contemporary Art–Cleveland, the far south side of the
plaza now features Judy’s Hand, the oversized piece from
sculptor Tony Tasset added as part of the region’s FRONT
International Cleveland Triennial for Contemporary Art.
Visitors to Toby’s Plaza can take in the artwork as
they enjoy a scoop of Mitchell’s Ice Cream or a meal
from one of Uptown’s variety of fast-casual restaurants.
Community members also are finding opportunities to
enjoy the space: University Circle Inc. now hosts a variety
of weekly programs and special events at Toby’s Plaza,
from concerts to miniature golf.

Winter | Spring 2019
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Students use the outdoor plaza, made possible by Toby
Devan Lewis (above), to dine, study and connect.

But for some, the first introduction to the outdoor
space is at the university’s annual Blue Block Party,
held during homecoming. There, the open-air park
transforms into a blue-hued streetscape, where
dancers, artists and inventors share their creativity
with students, alumni and families.
Watching the revitalization of this stretch of Euclid
Avenue from a tired shopping space and parking
lot into the hustle and bustle of Toby’s Plaza and
Uptown has been exciting for Aishwarya Arjunan
(CWR ’10), a member of the Alumni Association
Board who has attended multiple Blue Block parties.
“I love that the Uptown/Toby's Plaza area
provides students with such variety of options
for students to choose from. It's great to see the
campus evolve,” Arjunan said, “but it does make me
slightly envious of the current students too.”

High-Level Innovation
The university’s 50,000-square-foot innovation
center welcomes all to invent and inspire

forward thinking

Steward’s experiences exemplify
the hopes Larry Sears (CIT ’69)
had when he began advocating for
think[box] years earlier. A longtime
tinkerer who launched his own
startup three years after graduation,
Sears believes some students need
invention spaces, just like artists
benefit from studios and performers
from practice rooms.
Sears’ friend, Barry Romich
(CIT ’67), agreed that undergraduates
especially needed “a place to build
things.” The Prentke Romich Floor
at Sears think[box] acknowledges
the financial commitment Romich
made to help the project and
honors Romich’s business partner
Edwin Prentke (CIT ’26).

Below: Larry Sears and Sally Zlotnick
Sears are lead donors for the space.

$12 million

in sales, grants and investments
raised since 2012 by student
entrepreneurs affiliated with Sears
think[box] and CWRU LaunchNET

5,000

17

77,000+
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applied learning. Students, faculty,
staff and the broader community
can complete the steps to take
concepts to market, develop models
to clarify theories learned in class,
or simply learn how to use the array
of equipment when they do have
an idea.
A significant aspect of that
ecosystem is CWRU LaunchNET,
the Burton D. Morgan Foundationsupported entrepreneurial program
that helped bring Steward to the CES
show last year—and again in 2019.
The exoskeleton he had developed
to assist people with disabilities
featured parts 3D-printed at Sears
think[box], and his engagement with
entrepreneurs and tech experts in
Las Vegas has helped him refine the
product, and his pitch.

Inside the [box]
Daniel Milner

W

ithin weeks of arriving
on campus, first-year
student Robert Steward
had an invitation to show off his
startup at the world’s largest
consumer technology show.
Thanks to his high school visit
here, the founder of Enabled
Robotics knew just the place to get
his product ready.
“think[box] was a big part of why I
was looking to go to CWRU,” he said.
“The tools were all things I could see
myself using, and I knew from the
beginning that the work I had just
begun… would be able to thrive.”
Started as a modest pilot project
in 2012, the Larry Sears and Sally
Zlotnick Sears think[box] in the
Richey-Mixon building has helped
catalyze an entire ecosystem of

Opposite page, from left: Ready to
break ground on a new home for
think[box] were James Wyant, Barry
Romich, President Barbara R. Snyder,
A. Malachi Mixon, former engineering
dean Jeffrey L. Duerk, the late J.B.
Richey and Larry Sears.

annual visitors

visits to Sears think[box] in 2017–18

Sears and Sally Zlotnick Sears (FSM
’72, LYS ’74) gave $10 million toward
the center. The late J.B. Richey (CIT
’62) and A. Malachi Mixon, retired
executives at Invacare, committed
$5 million. Other significant gifts
came from John Nottingham and
John Spirk, James C. Wyant (CIT ’65),
The Lubrizol Foundation, The Kent H.
Smith Charitable Trust, The Kelvin and
Eleanor Smith Foundation, the Nord
Family Foundation, Cloud L. Cray Jr.
(CIT ’43) and Sally Hunter Cray, the
Burton D. Morgan Foundation, and the
Veale Foundation.
(continued on p. 18)

100+

student ventures
supported

50,000
square feet of space
across seven floors

Innovation centers around the
country are visiting Sears think[box],
too, including an MIT team in January.
Prince Ghosh, a senior mechanical
and aerospace engineering student
and co-founder of Boundary Labs,
a startup seeking to increase the
efficiency of industrial manufacturing,
sees think[box] as a place that
provides more than space and
equipment. Staff also have become
friends and advisers.
“think[box]’s biggest offering, in my
opinion,” Ghosh said, “is the ability for
anyone to engineer their luck.”

The Burton D. Morgan Foundation, led by President and CEO Deborah Hoover (right),
sponsors the sixth-floor entrepreneurship suite. Below: Cathy Scroggs, Karen Seaberg
and Lori Mingus at the opening of the family’s Cray Center for Venture Creation.

19
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Annie O’Neill

Student-built businesses that
have blossomed at Sears think[box]
include Everykey, which sells a
Bluetooth device that replaces keys
and passwords (and is a company
that now employs several CWRU
grads), and Reflexion Interactive
Technologies, which produces a device
that screens athletes for concussions.
With last year’s opening of the
center’s final two floors—offering
space for investor meetings,
professional networking and business
coaching—people can take ideas from
prototype to product to patent to
business all within one building.

Bottom: Senior Prince Ghosh (right) calls
Sears think[box] “my personal home
base on campus”; Robert Steward (left)
first used Sears think[box] to 3D print
his product; now, he’s using the space to
bring his company to life.

Annie O’Neill

Top: The equipment available to visitors
on the Prentke Romich Floor, dedicated
to prototype production, and the Lubrizol
Foundation and Kent H. Smith and Kelvin
Smith Fabrication Floor, enable students
to produce just about anything.

Renderings courtesy of Foster + Partners

Collaboration in Care
Partnership provides stunning
shared learning and social spaces for
medicine, dental and nursing students

T
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he Health Education Campus exemplified
collaboration before anyone even conceived of
the project as a home for medical, nursing and
dental students.
Originally envisioned as a new space solely for
students in the medical school’s university program, its
first commitments came from two local organizations:
The Cleveland Foundation and the Mt. Sinai Health Care
Foundation. In 2012, their leaders jointly announced
awards of $10 million each—the largest grants either
had ever made.
Nine months later, the leaders of Case Western Reserve
and Cleveland Clinic announced they would partner on a
building for students in the medical school’s university and
Lerner College of Medicine programs that would stand on
an 11-acre parcel adjacent to the hospital’s main entrance.

While President Barbara R. Snyder and then-Clinic
CEO and President Toby Cosgrove selected the sizable
property to leave space for future health sciences buildings,
the planning process quickly persuaded them that a
single structure for all represented a better solution. The
institutions broke ground in the fall of 2015; this summer,
the 485,000-square-foot building designed by Foster +
Partners officially welcomes 2,200 students from across
health disciplines.
“Literally hundreds of people at both of our institutions—
faculty, staff and students—have participated in

developing this project,” President Snyder said at the
groundbreaking.
And, just as the hospital and university have jointly
managed academic and construction planning for the
campus—which includes a three-story dental clinic—
they also have worked together on fundraising for the
$515 million project.
Among the largest commitments was from Sheila and
Eric Samson, who first came to know the Clinic when
Cosgrove successfully performed heart surgery on Mr.
(continued on p. 22)

The four-story,
485,000-squarefoot Sheila and Eric
Samson Pavilion
(above) and the
126,000-squarefoot dental clinic
sit on an 11-acre
parcel of land
(opposite page).

Foster + Partners
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Samson. This summer, the couple was on hand as the
main building of the Health Education Campus was
dedicated in their names.
“The new Health Education Campus will bring in a new
era of teaching,” Mr. Samson said at the time.
Promising patient care also inspired another
commitment, this one in honor of cystic fibrosis expert
and School of Medicine Dean Pamela B. Davis. Seven years
ago, the late James W. Brown and his wife, Constance,
pledged $3.5 million in honor of Davis, who treated their
granddaughter for decades.
And then there are: Cleveland Clinic board member and
Case Western Reserve alumnus Sam Miller, who pledged
$5 million; the Timken Company Charitable Trust and
KeyBank Foundation, which respectively committed $5
million and $2 million for interprofessional education; and
the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation, which
committed $5 million for a conference center where
students from all programs—including social work—will
gather for interprofessional lessons, featured speakers

Westlake Reed Leskosky

and demonstrations. Another $5 million commitment—
from the Third Federal Foundation and the Marc A. and
Rhonda L. Stefanski Foundation—will support a center for
community health education that also will draw students
from all of the health professions.
Tom Mihaljevic, who succeeded Cosgrove as the Clinic’s
president and CEO last year, shares his predecessor’s
perspective on interprofessional learning.
As he explained last summer during an event at Harvard
University, “we firmly believe that people [in health care]
have to start their ... educational journey as a team.”

The Sheila and Eric Samson Pavilion features high-tech classrooms (left) and an open
atrium for gathering (center), while the Dental Clinic across the street provides a space
for students to learn and the community to get high-quality care.

Social Construction

Strengthening
Connections

The renovation opened up the Mandel School, which is
named in honor of (below, from left) Joseph, Jack and
Morton Mandel, pictured at a 2007 event.

Linsalata Alumni Center benefits
graduates, campus and more

O

Daniel Milner
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Angelo Merendino

‘51, MED ‘57) and Don Foster (ADL ‘50), formally opened in
February 2017. Since then, it has become a popular rental
facility, hosting more than 400 events in its first two years
and bringing close to 20,000 people through its doors.
Alumni constitute a significant portion of these
visitors, yet the center also caters to the current campus
community and local organizations, often enabling
networking to take place among the various groups.
“The Linsalata [Alumni] Center is perfect for bringing
people together,” said Alumni Board President Allison
Olenginski (CWR ’01), who has attended or helped plan
multiple events in the center. “It is truly a fabulous resource
for CWRU alumni, faculty, staff, students and the Greater
Cleveland community.”
The varied programming that now takes place in
the Alumni Center is representative of the Linsalatas’
hope for the building: for students and alumni alike to
reap the rewards of a strong relationship with Case
Western Reserve.

Front row, from left: Tim and Nancy Callahan; Char and Chuck Fowler; Virginia Nord
Barbato; Mary Ann Jorgenson; Carol and Dan Clancy; Susan Loessin; Lara Kalafatis;
and Allen Ford. Back row, from left: Tom, Dick, John and Robert Castele; Mary Kay
Binder; James Wyant; President Barbara R. Snyder; Frank and Jocelyne Linsalata; Dan
Linsalata; and Natalie Greene.

W
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Michael McElroy

hat began with a ceremonial hammer swing at the
“wall-breaking” event in 2015 culminated with the
reopening of the renovated and expanded Jack,
Joseph and Morton Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences
three years later.
The luminous, $9.8 million project features an extended
entrance, improved courtyard, new walkways to connect
the east and west wings, and added spaces for students to
collaborate.
The renovation involved more than half of the building’s
63,594 square feet—including all of the classrooms and the
relocation of the school’s social work library—as well as the
addition of 3,700 square feet.
“This building’s bright and open design reflects and
accommodates the innovative ways that our faculty teach
and conduct research and how our students learn,” said Jack,
Joseph and Morton Mandel Dean in Applied Social Sciences
Grover “Cleve” Gilmore.
The Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation gave the
school a naming gift before the completion of the original
building in 1990, and also served as the lead donor for this
update of the building.
The foundation’s $4.95 million lead gift was part of an
$8 million award made in 2013—one that also endowed
the dean’s position.
In addition, the Higley Fund of the Cleveland Foundation
committed $1.25 million to the renovation. Also providing
significant support for the project were: the Cleveland
Foundation; former CWRU board chair Chuck Fowler and his
wife, Char Fowler; Lilli and Seth Harris; alumna Holly Fowler
Martens and her husband, Rob Martens; the Donald and Alice
Noble Foundation; Saint Luke’s Foundation; and the John and
Margie Wheeler Family Fund of the Cleveland Foundation.
Last summer, the renovation was bookended with The
Homeless, a life-sized bronze sculpture depicting two people
living on the street—crafted by renowned contemporary
American painter and sculptor George Segal.
“From today forward, when students, staff, faculty, alumni
and community members enter the Mandel School, they will
be greeted with an unmistakable reminder of the school’s
commitment to social justice,” Gilmore said.
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ne of the most important factors in wedding
planning is finding the venue. So when Mary
Sauline (CWR ’12) and Nick White (CWR ’10;
GRS ’11, aerospace engineering) got engaged, they
sought a space in University Circle to pay homage to the
neighborhood where they’d formed so many memories
and friendships.
After touring the Frank N. and Jocelyne K. Linsalata
Alumni Center, it became clear they’d found their perfect
location. Not only was it near where they spent much of
their time as students, but “you could see where we first
met from our [reception] table,” White recalled.
Named for its lead donors, Forward Thinking campaign
chair and university trustee Frank (CIT ’63) and Jocelyne
Linsalata, the alumni center is the culmination of a multipart process to create a campus home for alumni to
reunite, reconnect and celebrate major milestones.
After the opening of the Alumni House in 2007 in a
stately 1910 Georgian brick home, the building quickly
became popular for wedding receptions and other events—
but the center had to turn down other requests for lack of
space. The Linsalatas’ 2014 $4 million commitment and
$1 million challenge gift sponsored a second phase: an
8,900-square-foot addition to the existing house.
The renovation and addition, which includes the
3,500-square-foot Foster-Castele Great Hall built to honor
two Alumni House supporters, the late Ted Castele (ADL

Renovations carrying the Mandel
School into its second century

Annie O’Neill

Propelling
Our Programs

of the campaign’s goal
for programmatic support
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149%

Your investments in our mission make all the difference.
You expanded the impact of the humanities… advanced biomedical
engineering… supported sustainable enterprise… and so much more.
As a result, we discovered new knowledge, deepened understanding,
and brought these lessons to our students, our city and the world.
Even better, your contributions will continue to benefit our campus
and broader community for generations to come.

$862.3 million
for new programs, and support and expansion of existing ones

47%

of the campaign’s overall total

Ted Sikora

After learning of the biomedical engineering department’s
extraordinary accomplishments, Bob Aiken, a 1952 mechanical
engineering graduate who passed away in November, and his
wife, Brenda, made the donation to fund future endeavors.

forward thinking
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Faculty member Anant Madabhushi, meanwhile, is
combining computers, algorithms, and digital pathology—
images of tissue samples, MRI and CAT scan results, and
more—to outperform physicians in diagnosing heart
failure, identifying cancer and even predicting its strength.
As impressive as his team’s research is, he needs help to
bring its benefits broadly to patients.
With the Aiken gift, he has funding to hire a leader who
knows how to take such breakthroughs to market.
All of these efforts took another step forward last
summer, when the university and Cleveland Clinic
announced a new biomedical engineering alliance that
capitalizes on complementary strengths to advance
research and education.
“The Aikens basically said to us, ‘We’re looking to build
up future improvements in health care, and you’re the
experts,’” explained department chair Bob Kirsch. “That’s
the essence of what we’re trying to do.”
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to provide cutting-edge equipment, and to attract and keep
talented student researchers.
Among the first beneficiaries of the Aikens’ generosity
is Paul Gloth, a graduate student who came to this
campus to work on neural implants—that is, technology
inserted in the brain to help restore or improve function.
Examples include devices that help reduce tremors caused
by Parkinson’s disease, or provide partial sight for people
blinded by nerve damage.
Such technology holds immense promise, but the
inflammation it can cause has proved to be a huge hurdle.
“That's a big deal,” Gloth explained, “because to have
good results from an implant, it has to first do no harm.”
Thanks to tuition support from the Aikens’ commitment,
Gloth is part of a team developing a device coating that
would prevent inflammation.
“The Aiken scholarship has had a huge impact on me,” he
said. “I wouldn’t be in grad school without it.”

Annie O’Neill

Ideas with Impact

B

ob Aiken (CIT ’52) first recognized the future
of medicine in all of the technology assisting his
wife, Brenda, when she was hospitalized a
few years ago.
Her eureka moment came when she watched a Case
Western Reserve researcher’s prosthetic hand restore an
amputee’s sense of touch.

So when the couple considered where their philanthropy
could have the greatest impact, the choice became clear:
biomedical engineering at Bob’s alma mater. After starting
earlier with more modest support of scholarships, they
committed $20 million for strategic investments in 2017.
So far, their gift has allowed the department to support
faculty in bringing their life-changing discoveries to market,

Russell Lee

Bob and Brenda Aiken’s $20 million gift supports biomedical breakthroughs

The Bob and Brenda Aiken Laboratory (above), funded through a previous gift by
the couple, is a central space for undergraduates to use all of the microscopes,
spectrometers and other equipment required to learn the fundamentals of biomedical
engineering, said department chair Bob Kirsch (left).

Investing in
the Arts

Furthering Scientific
Discovery, Collaboration
An anonymous $20 million gift allows
major updates for labs and research

Annie O’Neill

Above: Emmitt Jolly’s research lab
received an upgrade. Below: Students get
space to explore science in bio[box].

Peter Knox and Jane Nord

Daniel Milner

bio[box], a multiuser laboratory with
cutting-edge equipment and space for
students and faculty to experiment
and better understand their field.
Completed in 2017, bio[box]
features the infrastructure and
instruments to support molecular
approaches and other biological
research, helping new faculty
members get research projects
moving quickly. The facility also
allows students and faculty to work
on projects outside of a specific
class assignment or research
focus, providing opportunities
for spontaneous collaborations
and insights.
In addition, the college created
a new ultrafast spectroscopy lab,
which opened in November 2017 as
an updated, shared space for faculty
members in physics, chemistry and
other areas. It provides temperature
and humidity controls that were
lacking in older labs on campus—an
update that will serve researchers for
years to come.
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several research spaces and charting
a path for future investments in
equipment and infrastructure.
Emmitt R. Jolly, associate professor
in the Department of Biology, saw his
research programs consolidated into a
single space after years of having his
infectious disease work spread across
multiple buildings on campus, thanks
to renovations partly funded by the
anonymous donor.
He’s just one of the faculty
members who already have benefited
from the gift, with many receiving
startup funds, bridge funding
between grants, or new equipment
that will help their research now
and in the future.
Another high-profile investment
using a portion of the donor’s gift is

Annie O’Neill

W

hen an alumnus pledged
$20 million to the
College of Arts and
Sciences in 2011, he said he did
so in tribute to the small classes
and faculty interactions he enjoyed
as a Case Institute of Technology
student. The donor, who asked to
remain anonymous, specifically
recommended that the funds go to
investments in scientific initiatives
that would help continue a nurturing
and collaborative culture.
That gift, the college’s largest
to date, has had a transformative
impact on its endowment and allowed
strategic investments in faculty and
laboratories. About one-quarter of the
total gift has been distributed so far,
enabling immediate improvements to

Nancy and Joseph Keithley believe passionately in the
power of collaboration—and in the exceptional quality of
many Cleveland institutions.
So when the couple learned of the rejuvenated joint
doctoral program of Case Western Reserve University and
the Cleveland Museum of Art, they saw an opportunity to
make the partnership even stronger.
In 2013—when he was a trustee of the university,
and she of the museum—the two announced a $15
million commitment to create The Nancy and Joseph
Keithley Institute for Art History. The organizations will
use the support to attract outstanding students, provide
them incomparable education, and prepare them for
opportunities to shape the future of the field—including as
the next generations of museum curators and directors.

Promoting the Power of
the Humanities
This month begins the fourth
annual Cleveland Humanities
Festival, a celebration involving more
than 30 organizations that the BakerNord Center for the Humanities
launched and coordinates. Each
festival features dozens of events
spread throughout March and April,
all centered on a single theme. This
spring, it is “Nature.”
The event began the year after the
university celebrated the Eric and
Jane Nord Family Fund’s $2.2 million
commitment to endow the Eric and
Jane Nord Family Professorship—

whose recipient also serves as
the director of the Baker-Nord
Center. The gift followed the Nords’
contribution in 1996 that established
the center and allowed for the
renovation of Clark Hall.
The professorship’s inaugural
appointee is Harvard-educated
classicist Peter Knox. Along with the
festival, Knox’s arrival also signaled
the start of “Humanities@Work,”
panel discussions about careers in
the humanities; expansion of “works
in progress” sessions; and additional
programming for undergraduates.

Daniel Milner

Protecting and Promoting Ideas

Chuck and Char Fowler’s commitments to campus earned the
President’s Award for Visionary Achievement.

F

or Chuck Fowler (MGT ’90), “Do Good. Do Well” is far
more than a company motto.
It is a principle that extends to civic engagement,
family philanthropy, and practically every other aspect of
the life that the university trustee and alumnus shares with
his wife, Char; children, Chann and Holley; and the rest of
their extended family and friends.
It also is a principle that has benefited Northeast Ohio
in innumerable ways since the family moved to the area in
1986, when Chuck joined Fairmount Minerals founder Bill
Conway in leading the newly expanded company. A few
years later, he took a course from Weatherhead School of
Management Professor David Cooperrider as part of an
Executive MBA program; there he discovered Appreciative
Inquiry, a structured approach to translate “Do Good. Do
Well” into organizational strategy—and action.
Fairmount flourished in both respects, increasing
revenues and enhancing its approaches to sustainability
and community engagement. Fowler was so inspired that
in 2006 the company endowed a professorship in social
entrepreneurship and, a year later, the Fowlers committed
$7.5 million to found what is now named the Fowler Center
for Business as an Agent of World Benefit.

Fowler family philanthropy
supports students, research

or so many years, the sole purpose of the
seven-story building on the southwest
corner of campus was to hold items inside
its beige-brick walls.
But when the former Lincoln Storage space
became an innovation center, its role switched
to getting concepts out—not only beyond the
building, but the campus as well.
And as much advanced equipment and
meeting space as the Larry Sears and Sally
Zlotnick Sears think[box] in the Richey Mixon
Building offers to those eager to turn ideas into
opportunities, another ingredient is essential:
expertise to protect it.
Enter Rebecca Lindhorst, a third-year law
student active in the school’s IP Venture Clinic, part
of the Spangenberg Center for Law, Technology &
the Arts. She and other students assist budding
inventors in translating their initial inventions into
full-fledged companies. They guide them through
the ins and outs of intellectual property, patents
and, ultimately, articles of incorporation.
“Great ideas go nowhere without help,” she said.
Law students have guided inventors on a
variety of creative endeavors, including concussion
diagnostics and a plasma-related invention to
make jet engines run more efficiently.
"We train students to represent the world's
creators in technology, art, music, sports and
entertainment,” said Craig Nard, director of the
center and the Galen J. Roush Professor of Law.
Lindhorst helped one group launch Lavender
Retriever, a company that has patented a noisesensitive diffuser that releases pheromones
and lavender into dogs’ homes when the sensor
detects the decibel of a bark, a common symptom
of canine anxiety.
“This was truly an opportunity for us to get
hands-on experience in an interdisciplinary
atmosphere,” said Lindhorst, who will start as an

In 2013, the couple added $6 million to support MBA
students interested in exploring sustainability across
environmental, economic and human realms.
“The fact that the Fowler Center existed at all
reassured me that doing well and doing good were not
mutually exclusive,” said MBA student Annamarie Morino.
“That I could use business as a force for good once I
|better understood it.”
Since its inception nearly a decade ago, the center
has extended its impact beyond Case Western Reserve,
contributing scholarly works, organizing the Global Forum
for Business as an Agent of World Benefit Series, and
forming partnerships with the UN Global Compact and the
Academy of Management, among other areas.
The Fowlers’ commitment to doing good also extends
to medicine. In 2014, the couple made a major gift to Case
Western Reserve to support research on adolescent and
young adult (AYA) cancers. This commitment followed two
earlier AYA-related commitments to University Hospitals,
one for a chair in the field, and the other—with their
daughters and sons-in-law—creating the Angie Fowler
Adolescent & Young Adult Cancer Institute there. Their
2014 gift to the university inspired an anonymous donor
to add a $5 million pledge to the UH institute.
The family’s broad generosity and community
involvement moved university President Barbara
R. Snyder to recognize the Fowlers with the 2016
President’s Award for Visionary Achievement, presented
each year at commencement.
“The Fowler family’s commitment to improving the lives
of others is as extraordinary as it is heartfelt,” President
Snyder said at the time. “They care deeply about each
initiative and organization they support, and are willing to
become involved personally to help ensure success.”

F

associate at a Washington D.C.-based intellectual
property firm after graduation.
“I was able to see how IP affects business
decisions—a real understanding of the
business impact—offering a more well-rounded
experience,” she said.
Ranked among the best in the nation, the
school’s intellectual property law program through
the Spangenberg Center—as it became known
in 2014 following an endowment from the
Spangenberg Family Foundation—has become
part of the entrepreneurial ecosystem of the
university and Northeast Ohio.
The gift has allowed the center to host major
symposia and conferences; provide grants to
outside scholars to conduct research and travel
to Case Western Reserve to present; supplement
salaries for adjunct faculty and full-time staff; and
provide stipends to students to travel, work, and
study outside of Cleveland.
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Third-year law student
Rebecca Lindhorst gives
entrepreneurs legal insight.
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A Force for Good

Gift advances intellectual property lessons

Brian Glaviano

Annie O’Neill

Moving Dental Care Closer
Lifelong Smiles van brings in-person care
and real-world learning

W
Robert Muller

Leading the Way

C

From left: Professor Joyce Fitzpatrick, Marian Shaughnessy
(NUR ‘95, ‘12) and Former Dean Mary Kerr.

co-sponsoring the academy lectures. Richard Boyatzis, the
H.R. Horvitz Professor of Family Business at Weatherhead
School of Management at Case Western Reserve, will give
the first leadership lecture.
The second will be held in August at the nursing school’s
new home in the Sheila and Eric Samson Pavilion at the
Health Education Campus in Cleveland.
The lectures fit several criteria in the academy’s
overarching plan, including continuing education for
students and alumni and leadership development. Future
programs will incorporate leadership research and
curriculum development.
“Our goal is to position nurses everywhere as
leaders, from the bedside to the boardroom, as CEOs,
entrepreneurs, leaders of national and global health care
organizations, policy makers and politicians, and thus
decision makers for the future of health and health care
delivery,” Fitzpatrick said.
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Gary Yasaki

ase Western Reserve University established the
nation’s first doctor of nursing practice (DNP)
program in 1979, positioning itself as a school for
nurses looking to become leaders in health care.
Four decades later, one alumna is committed to ensuring
the school becomes even more widely known for producing
smart, talented and effective nurse leaders.
The Marian K. Shaughnessy Leadership Academy,
supported by a $5 million gift from Marian and her
husband, Michael, emerged after five years of planning
between Marian Shaughnessy (NUR ’85, ’17) and Joyce J.
Fitzpatrick, the school’s former longtime dean now
serving on its faculty.
“My vision is to transform health care for all populations
and to improve the nation’s health,” Shaughnessy said. “We
are designing a dynamic toolkit for the development of
nurse leaders.”
Just months after the gift’s announcement, that toolkit
is already filling, first through a DNP Post-Doctoral
Leadership Lecture Series. The lectures, expected to be
given by nationally recognized leaders, are being designed
to challenge the thinking and increase the expertise of
graduates and students attending, said Fitzpatrick, the
academy’s inaugural director.
The series will debut in New York City, home to a co-chair
of The Founder’s Circle, a nursing school alumni group

Foundation, among others, provided funding to retrofit the
van to be a full dentist’s office on wheels.
The van helps overcome an obstacle for individuals
unable to get to a dentist easily, whether due to lack of
dental offices nearby or limited transportation options.
Now, patients can receive consistent care, with a single
patient often being seen three to five times.
Those who receive treatment, Mahalaha said, experience
improved quality of life, self-esteem and self-confidence.
It’s also a valuable opportunity for fourth-year students,
who are introduced to a population with sometimes
complex medical needs. To better understand the multiple
issues in play as they make treatment decisions, such as
prescriptions or health conditions, the students work with
their colleagues in the medical, nursing and social work
fields, helping them to “think outside the ‘dental box,’”
said Mahalaha.
“As dentists, we have the unique opportunity to improve
the quality of someone’s life,” she said. “It behooves us to
own up to this responsibility.”
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Academy prepares nurses
for top roles in health care

hen patients step out of the School of Dental
Medicine’s Lifelong Smiles van, they can’t
stop grinning.
Some have received a new set of dentures; others
finished a cleaning and checkup. Often, it’s the first time
they have seen a dentist in years.
For Suparna Mahalaha, assistant professor at the
dental school and director of the Geriatric Dental Program,
bringing the 38-foot van directly to patients at nursing
homes and senior centers marks some of the best days
in her career.
“Our team feels rewarded when we can provide
dental care for patients who have no other options,”
Mahalaha said.
Since 2015, 850 patients from across Northeast Ohio
have been treated in the van, receiving exams, cleanings,
X-rays, fillings, extractions and more. The van also allows
dental school students and faculty to provide oral health
education to elderly individuals and caregivers.
The Ohio Department of Health donated the van, and
the McGregor Foundation and the Dental Trade Alliance

Annie O’Neill

Supporting
Our Scholars
Faculty are the heart of a university. They teach, they interpret,
they experiment and inspire. Attracting and keeping the best of
these bright minds is made immeasurably easier for Case Western
Reserve when an endowed professorship is available.
Endowed professorships not only provide resources that help
faculty probe more deeply into questions ranging from the human
condition to cures for cancer, they also represent one of the
greatest honors an institution of higher learning can bestow.
You also recognized the significance of supporting students.
Making a Case Western Reserve education affordable allows smart
students to make better futures.
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An endowed position has significantly
helped further the work of Paul Tesar
(CWR ’03), the Dr. Donald and Ruth
Weber Goodman Professor of Innovative
Therapeutics and a Mt. Sinai Scholar.

$461.5 million

for student scholarships and
endowed professorships

98

endowed professorships
started and completed

Creating Possibilities

“It was humbling and gratifying to be
appointed to the endowed chair that
honors the legacy of two powerhouse
social change agents, whose leadership
shaped an entire era in Cleveland.
For me, the endowed professorship
represents both a culmination and
a launchpad. It brings to a close a
career phase [in which I] have worked
with colleagues to establish lines of
knowledge-building and social impact. It
is an indication that my scholarship and
impact merits recognition of a journey
well-traveled. And it raises the bar, the
expectations and the accountability for
the next leg of the journey.”

Endowed professorships help honor,
attract and keep leading faculty

A

n endowed professorship represents one of the highest honors a
university can bestow on a member of its faculty.
It also exemplifies possibility.
The appointment signals the institution’s recognition of the individual’s
academic excellence, and provides resources to extend efforts in a particular
area—or expand to additional realms.
Throughout this campaign, donors appreciated the importance of investing
in our outstanding scholars, creating opportunities once-unimaginable: Their
support led to 98 endowed professorships—each of which makes an enormous
difference for the recipient, and for those their teaching and research benefits.
Below are a few examples of Forward Thinking’s impact:

—MARK JOSEPH
Leona Bevis/Marguerite Haynam Associate Professor in
Community Development, Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel
School of Applied Social Sciences

—JILL BARNHOLTZ-SLOAN
Sally S. Morley Designated Professor in Brain Tumor Research,
School of Medicine

John Quinn

Annie O’Neill

“I was—and continue to be—honored and humbled to
receive the endowed chair in memory of Johan Verheij.
The family’s support of the position shows the strength
of and appreciation for the scholarship conducted at the
School of Law.“
“I [am] incredibly honored to be carrying
the name of such a wonderful woman
—JONATHAN ADLER
who truly embraced science, and to have
Johan Verheij Memorial Professor of Law, School of Law
the support of her family. … This endowed
professorship allows me to take some
risks in my research, potentially leading
to novel discoveries. Having an endowed
professorship elevates the prestige
of our work, as it shows that we have
been recognized by CWRU as pursuing
excellence in the brain tumor field.”

“The KeyBank Professorship has allowed me to initiate
important and innovative research in the areas of
gender, diversity, equity, and inclusion in organizations,
and to engage our students in meaningful work. …
This endowed chair allows me—and our students—to
research, teach, and make a difference in our chosen
fields and in society.”
—DIANA BILIMORIA
KeyBank Professor, Weatherhead School of Management
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—REBECCA PATTON
Lucy Jo Atkinson Perioperative Nursing Professor,
Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing

“The research fund that comes with an endowed professorship
helps me defray costs incurred, such as travel, books, etc., and also
allows me to devote more time for important work of research and
teaching. … This is among the first endowed professorships for
foreign language education, which is a very positive thing for the
field. I thank [trustee and creator of the endowment Thalia Dorwick]
for her vision and leadership in this area.“
—YASUHIRO SHIRAI
Eirik Børve Professor in Modern Languages, College of Arts and Sciences

Annie O’Neill

“Learning about Dr. Asseff (CIT ’35),
it was interesting to understand the
profound impact he had upon Lubrizol
Corp., a company with which CWRU
and the macromolecular engineering
department have deep ties; that made
this appointment doubly cool. … We have
been able to expand our areas of research,
to work more efficiently with the facilities
we've purchased, and then publish and
present this work to a global audience.”
—DAVID SCHIRALDI
Peter A. Asseff, PhD, Professor of Organic Chemistry,
Case School of Engineering

orton Mandel knows great
leadership.
So does Charles Phipps.
Mandel and his brothers turned
a Cleveland auto repair shop into a
multibillion-dollar global supplier
of industrial and electronic parts.
Phipps collaborated with Jack
Kilby—the Nobel Prize-winning
inventor of the first integrated circuit,
and Patrick Haggerty, the future
Texas Instruments’ CEO who first
recognized its potential.
In 2012, each published works
about their experiences with
leadership: Mandel’s in a book, and
Phipps’ in an academic journal.
Perhaps it’s little wonder, then,
that the two Case Western Reserve
alumni made leadership a central part
of their gifts to the university during
the Forward Thinking campaign.
Each endowed a deanship—Mandel
for the Jack, Joseph and Morton
Mandel School of Applied Social
Sciences, and Phipps for the Case
School of Engineering.
Longtime Mandel School Dean
Grover “Cleve” Gilmore is the first
to hold the endowed title, but
what matters more, he said, is the
significance of the designation—
and its associated funding—for
future school leaders.
“As Morton Mandel has said, ‘it’s all
about who,’” Gilmore noted, quoting
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Two endowments give deans resources
to lift their schools

Mike Sands
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Recognizing Leaders

Russell Lee

Angelo Merendino

“Having met Lucy Jo, this professorship is even more
special. She was a perioperative nurse who dedicated
her life to helping others. She made a difference,
and not just within the nursing profession. … Lucy
Jo’s support has resulted in graduates becoming
perioperative nurses who otherwise would not
have. The subsequent perioperative course that was
developed with her support has become the standard
for perioperative undergraduate nursing education.”

the phrase that is the title of Mandel’s
book. “This permits us to bring in a
‘who’—[someone] who is a stellar
educator and leader, who will continue
to create a great learning environment
for our students.”
While the Mandel endowment
began 11 years after Gilmore became
the school’s dean, Phipps’ coincided
with the year Venkataramanan “Ragu”
Balakrishnan became the engineering
school’s dean. Nevertheless, he is
just as grateful.
“This support is incredibly helpful
to the school,” said Balakrishnan, who

Venkataramanan “Ragu” Balakrishnan (left) and
Grover “Cleve” Gilmore (right) are recipients of
the two endowed deanships created during the
Forward Thinking campaign.

already has identified early strategic
priorities for the funds. They include
a new, hands-on experience for firstyear engineering students, with plans
to expand interdisciplinary research
and the PhD program.
“We need to invest in a number of
things, including great people,” he said,
“and we also need to make sure we’re
always on the cutting edge of things
and promoting innovation.”

Challenge Accepted

Training
Change Agents

A $20 million challenge grant will help support
endowed positions for medicine and engineering

Professorship focuses
on whole-patient care

V

H

Heidi Gullett (center) joined the School of Medicine as an
assistant professor in 2011, working closely alongside
Charles “Kent” Smith (left) and Tricia Moore Smith (right)
to train medical students as family physicians.

43

School of Medicine Dean Pamela B. Davis, President Barbara R.
Snyder and Venkataraman “Ragu” Balakrishnan celebrated the
challenge grant at the 2018 Blue Block Party.
Daniel Milner

as veterans and refugee families, schedule
appointments, understand diagnoses and
connect with other community services.
“We want our students to see themselves
as agents of change,” Gullett said. “These
are the kinds of programs that impact the
professional identities of the next generation
of family physicians.”
With the third cohort of the program
underway, she’s already seeing an impact—
and so are her students.
“Dr. Gullett showed me firsthand how
transportation and housing affect people’s
health more than any prescription medication,”
said Dan Kats, a third-year medical student
and member of the program’s inaugural cohort.
“She truly lives and breathes the value of
doctor-patient relationships.”
For Gullett, the lessons she’s teaching
students also are about continuing a legacy.
“I hope to make Kent and Trish proud,” she
explained. “My goal is to reflect and honor the
incredible example they have set for community
engagement and family medicine.”

medicine. Those who make the second pledge also have
the opportunity to name the endowed professorship.
“This gift will allow the Case School of Engineering
to invest in our most important assets: our remarkable
faculty,” Balakrishnan told the Blue Block Party audience,
expressing gratitude “to have received a gift of this
magnitude so early in my tenure here.”
School of Medicine Dean Pamela B. Davis, meanwhile,
had assumed her role more than a dozen years earlier, but
was no less appreciative—especially with the school’s
175th anniversary just three weeks away.
“It’s difficult to put into words how grateful we
are for this incredible gift,” Davis said at the event.
“Transformational support of this magnitude sustains our
efforts and creates opportunities.”
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eidi Gullet and Charles “Kent” Smith lead
small-group discussions for medical
students’ first class at Case Western
Reserve, “Becoming a Doctor.”
Topics include professionalism and patient
safety, all with a consistent emphasis on
the importance of taking a complete view of
patients—not only of their bodies and minds,
but also of the ways their surroundings, family,
community and society affect their health.
Teaching just down the hall from one
another, the two faculty are passionate about
the value of this holistic approach. They live it as
family physicians: Smith for more than 40 years
with his wife, Tricia Moore Smith; Gullett for just
over a decade.
Starting two years ago, they became connected
by more than this shared perspective. Gullett is the
inaugural recipient of the Charles Kent Smith, MD,
and Patricia Hughes Moore, MD, Professorship in
Medical Student Education in Family Medicine.
The position was established in 2014 by
Moore, professor emerita, and Smith, a professor,
the medical school’s senior associate dean for
students and dean of the school’s Satcher Society
since its inception in 2003. The professorship
is designed to support a faculty member who
inspires medical students to enter family medicine
and creates new educational initiatives in the field.
Gullett not only honors the title in her classroom
teaching, but also in educational innovation.
She helped develop and now leads the school’s
Patient Navigator program, in which first-year
medical students work directly with patients to
help them understand the health care system.
In the program, funded by an American Medical
Association ChangeMedEd grant, students
help high-use and vulnerable patients, such

enkataramanan “Ragu” Balakrishnan was
impressed by the warmth of the people he met
during his interviews for the role of dean at the
Case School of Engineering.
He was struck again by their friendliness after he
started in the new post Sept. 1.
But then, six weeks later, Balakrishnan received news
that made his welcome among the most extraordinary
an incoming academic leader could begin to imagine.
“This evening, I am thrilled to announce a truly
exceptional gift,” President Barbara R. Snyder told
the crowd at Blue Block Party, the university’s annual
homecoming kickoff, sharing news of a $20 million
challenge grant shared between the Case School of
Engineering and the School of Medicine for 20
endowed professorships.
The commitment means that the anonymous donors
will match every $1 million gift for a professorship to
make it fully endowed, up to 10 each for engineering and

A Mathematic (Role) Model
Williamson family gift honors
legacy of education and service
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Making It Possible
Scholarships create opportunities
for Case Western Reserve students
Daniela Calvetti is honored that her focus on using mathematics
to better others’ lives aligns with the Williamson family legacy.

A

s the valedictorian of her high
school class, Sierra Lipscomb
knew she had the brains and
the drive to succeed at Case Western
Reserve University. But she didn’t
have the funding.
Four years later, the Cleveland
native is preparing for graduation
and then law school, inspired by
her history and sociology education
as well as her in-person training,
most recently as an intern with the
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office.
(continued on p. 46)

Winter | Spring 2019

forward thinking

44

The Williamson family legacy
is deeply entrenched in Cleveland
history: James’ great-grandfather’s
homestead became the site of the
Williamson Building, today called 200
Public Square; he also helped found
the Society for Savings, now known
as KeyBank. His grandfather was a
longtime trustee of Western Reserve
College, and twice served as acting
president. So James’ bequest to the
university honored his family and
its values.
"The problems of the future are
not easy ones to solve," James Wood
Williamson once wrote. "It is young
men and women who are supposed
to 'dream dreams.' Problems get
solved, I guess, by teaching students
how to solve them."
For decades, Calvetti has lived
these words—without ever knowing
the man who wrote them.
“I really like teaching—taking
a concept that may look hard to
grasp and making it bite-size so my
students can understand it; listening
to their questions, which often show
me a point of view that I might have
overlooked; and seeing how their
knowledge and maturity grows
as the semester moves along,”
Calvetti explained.
Her caring and compassion extends
beyond the classroom; she’s been
honored with the university’s John S.
Diekhoff Award for Mentoring and has
helped students discover their callings
in mathematics and statistics.

Daniel Milner

D

aniela Calvetti has helped
develop low-cost, noninvasive ways to determine
whether a breast lump is malignant.
She’s enhanced our understanding
of how the brain functions. And
she’s improved the resolution of
medical images.
Calvetti isn’t an oncologist,
neurologist or radiologist; she’s a
mathematician applying her expertise
to create predictive models that
benefit humanity.
It’s a passion she shares with
the namesake of her endowed
professorship, James Wood
Williamson. After Williamson
retired as an industrial engineer,
he devoted the next 20 years of
his life to developing software and
other technological tools to address
social issues—in particular, the
alleviation of poverty.
“Finding out that other people, like
Mr. Williamson, shared my ideals was
really touching,” she said. “I felt even
more honored for being the recipient
of the endowed chair.”
Calvetti was named the James
Wood Williamson professor in 2013,
as part of a $23.5 million gift from the
Williamson family for scholarships,
programs and professorships;
School of Medicine faculty member
Elaine Borawski received the Angela
Bowen Williamson Professorship
in Community Nutrition in honor of
James’ wife, a 1933 alumna who was
a dietician and served in World War II.

Sierra Lipscomb joined the mock trial
team at her Cleveland high school,
spurring her interest in a legal career.
Now, she’s an undergraduate in the PreProfessional Scholars Program at Case
Western Reserve, readying for law school
after graduation.

All photos by Angelo Merendino

Thanks to this scholarship,
I am able to attend one
of the best nursing
schools in the country. I
feel incredibly blessed to
pursue my career without
having to worry about
financial hindrances.
My education at Case
Western Reserve is very
important to me, and I’m
so grateful for all of the
available resources for
nursing students to help
us become great nurses.

My CWRU financial aid package allowed me
to choose the school I thought I’d be happiest
attending, without worries over a higher cost
relative to other schools. I hope to pay it forward
as a physician by working to create positive
change in people’s lives through medicine.
Marguerite Linz, first-year medical student
School of Medicine Class of ’66 Scholarship

Kayla Torbert,
third-year nursing student
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Lipscomb launched her journey
thanks to financial support, as a
recipient of the Ruth Ratner Miller
Partial Scholarship and the John
Huntington Fund for Education.
“I will one day become an attorney,
and possibly a judge or legislator,
and that will only have been possible
because of the generosity of
donors who support students like
me—students who are smart and
ambitious, but come from lowincome backgrounds,” Lipscomb said.
“Scholarships allowed me to focus
on what matters, and that is getting
my education and soaking up all the
knowledge I can so that I become one
of the best and brightest attorneys the
city of Cleveland has ever seen.”
Throughout the Forward Thinking
campaign, donors have committed
to making a Case Western Reserve
education possible for students,
contributing $253.6 million
toward scholarships.
The support has been wide-ranging,
with 5,800 donors in total contributing
to nearly 1,500 different scholarship
funds. Donations have varied in size,
led by gifts such as $1 million by
campaign chair and trustee Frank
N. Linsalata and his wife, Jocelyne,
and $6 million from former Board of
Trustees Chair Chuck Fowler and his
wife, Char, to create Fowler Family
Fellowships for MBA students.
But scholarships of all amounts
have—and will continue to have—
major impact on our students.
Hear from a few of the thousands of
students who appreciate the financial
support you’ve made possible.

John Huntington Fund for Education

Having the support of the Wolf Scholarship for the last
four years has allowed me to focus my attention on my
studies and chosen extracurricular activities, rather than
having to worry about paying for college. This has had
a tremendous positive impact on my academic success
and community involvement, and for that I am grateful.
Richie Lasear, fourth-year chemical engineering major

This scholarship has helped me unburden some of the financial strain
of medical school, which means I can focus on my goal of getting to
the forefront of patient care and serving underrepresented minorities.
Maria Ibanez, third-year medical student
School of Medicine Class of ’66 scholarship

The Milton A. and Roslyn Z. Wolf Scholarship

A “Life-Changing” Lifeline
Edwards Scholarship provides full financial
support for bachelor’s and medical degrees
Mike Sands
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y this time next year, Nichelle Ruffin will be two
months away from finishing her second degree at
Case Western Reserve.
The university’s first Edwards Scholar, Ruffin received
her high school diploma from the Cleveland School of
Science and Medicine in 2012, along with an extraordinary
opportunity: The scholarship paid her undergraduate
tuition, room, board and other expenses for four years
at Case Western Reserve and, if she kept her grades
competitive, covered another four years of medical
school here.
“It definitely has been life-changing,” said Ruffin,
who hopes to pursue obstetrics/gynecology or
neonatology. “I’ve been given an opportunity that a lot of
people don’t get.”

Leaders of the Joan C. Edwards Charitable Foundation
looked at universities around the country as they sought to
honor the late philanthropist’s wish to support low-income
and underrepresented minority students in becoming
doctors. They chose Cleveland after seeing the specialized
high schools here, along with the medical school’s
volunteer involvement with its students.
Identifying candidates is more a sense than science, said
Lina Mehta, the School of Medicine’s associate dean for
admissions, who is involved in the selection process as a
member of scholarship’s advisory board.
“It’s not a one-size-fits-all descriptor,” Mehta said. “We
look for grit, we look for dedication, we look for empathy,
and we look for students who want to go out and make a
difference in the world.”

