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Construction Continues
on Sears think[box]

campaign update
“The generosity of our alumni and friends
continued to astound. … Particularly
impressive are continuing growth in endowed
professorships and student scholarships.”

To Our Alumni and Friends:
This edition of Forward Thinking includes a story about a graduate
who came back to campus this fall for the first time in a quarter
century—and was stunned by how much change she saw.
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2014: Tinkham Veale University Center (82,000 s.f.)
2014: Wyant Athletic and Wellness Center (24,000 s.f.)
2015: Phase 1 of Milton and Tamar Maltz Performing Arts
Center at The Temple-Tifereth Israel (145,000 s.f. total)
2015: Phase 1 of Larry Sears and Sally Zlotnick Sears
think[box] (50,000 s.f. total)
2016 Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel School of Applied
Social Sciences renovation (involving more than half of
building’s 63,594 s.f.)
2017: Phase 2 of Linsalata Alumni Center (19,614 s.f. for
the whole center)

All of these new spaces themselves would impress in terms of the impact of the Forward Thinking campaign, but
your generosity extends well beyond capital projects. To date you have made 88 endowed professorships possible,
including more than 30 since the campaign expanded from $1 billion to $1.5 billion in 2014. These awards—among
the highest honors a faculty member can receive—help Case Western Reserve attract and keep leading scholars in
their fields.
During this campaign, you also have demonstrated tremendous support for students—more than $200 million
in scholarships and fellowships for undergraduate, graduate and professional students. This figure is roughly $60
million higher than the 2014 total, another sign that our momentum continues to climb.
The graph to the right of this column includes commitments toward all of these efforts and more. I continue
to feel awe at the collective generosity this total represents—as well as the trend toward even greater giving
over time. I thank every one of you who has contributed to this campaign. Your engagement already has made
a tremendous difference on this campus—and that impact will continue for generations to come.

With gratitude,

FRANK N. LINSALATA
CHAIR, FORWARD THINKING: THE CAMPAIGN FOR CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

Campaign Attainment (March 31, 2017)
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These figures don’t include the Uptown arts, entertainment and dining district, which The New York Times
dubbed Cleveland’s “new downtown”; or our 485,000-square-foot Health Education Campus project with Cleveland
Clinic, set to open in the summer of 2019; or the 430,000-square-foot landscape project known as the Nord Family
Greenway, where construction started this spring.

— Barbara R. Snyder, President
2016 State of the University

($ IN MILLIONS)

Kevin Kopanski

Yet if she was just back after graduating in 2013, she might
have been just as surprised. Think about all that’s opened:
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KEY

$206.7M
Raised in Undergraduate and
Graduate Scholarship Support

ACTUAL ATTAINMENT

88

New Endowed
Professorships

STRAIGHT LINE PROGRESSION

$663.4M
Raised in Academic
Program Support

Brain Health
is Top of Mind
with New
Citywide Initiative

Cleveland is uniquely positioned
to play a key role in addressing
them. Thanks to support from the
Cleveland Foundation and Mt. Sinai
Health Care Foundation, he and
experts across the region have a
chance to prove him right.
The vehicle for this citywide
effort is called the Cleveland Brain
Health Initiative (CBHI). Hosted at
Case Western Reserve’s School of
Medicine, it involves physicians
and scientists across the region.
Wynshaw-Boris, a professor and
chair of genetics and genome
sciences, co-chairs the initiative
along with Anthony Furlan,
a professor of neurology and
co-director of University Hospitals’
Neurological Institute.
Cleveland Clinic, Louis Stokes VA
Medical Center, MetroHealth Medical
Center and University Hospitals all
have partnered with the university
in the collaboration, which helped
persuade the Cleveland Foundation
to invest $1.5 million and Mt. Sinai to
commit $1 million. Leaders ultimately
hope to raise a total of $17 million.
In recent years, governments
and organizations worldwide have

Anthony
Wynshaw-Boris
(GRS ’84, MED
’87), professor
and chair of
genetics and
genome sciences

Anthony Furlan,
professor of
neurology and
co-director
of University
Hospitals’
Neurological
Institute

launched their own large-scale
projects to map the structure of
the brain and better understand
individual functions. The need for
such intense focus is apparent: the
World Health Organization estimates
that 1 billion people worldwide suffer
from neurological disorders and
brain injuries. In addition, a 2016
analysis found that more than 50
million Americans experienced some
sort of brain disease or disorder in
the previous 12 months, with a total

economic impact comparable to
nearly 9 percent of the U.S. gross
domestic product.
Wynshaw-Boris trained at Case
Western Reserve, then held faculty
positions at the University of
California, San Diego and University
of California, San Francisco. In
2013, the chance to lead the
genetics department and engage
in interdisciplinary projects like this
one drew him back to Cleveland.
One of his most critical roles
within the CBHI is leading the search
for a new chair of the medical
school‘s neurosciences department,
who also will direct the initiative’s
overall strategy.
Among the priorities WynshawBoris would like to see for the
collaboration are closer linkages
among scientists who conduct more
fundamental research, individuals
whose work concentrates on
individual brain diseases, and, finally,
those who care for patients with
such conditions. The goal: identifying
better treatment options, or even
effective preventive measures.
“I’d like to see that happen,” he
says, “and I think that it is possible.”
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T

he human brain is the most
complex organ in the body.
Weighing just over 3 pounds,
it contains roughly 100 billion
neurons—a figure 750 times higher
than the total number of people
on Earth.
Amid all those cells and synapses
are answers to some of the most
fundamental questions of our
existence—as well as solutions
to many of our most debilitating
conditions.
“The brain … makes us human,”
explains medical school researcher
Anthony Wynshaw-Boris (GRS ’84,
MED ’87). “Diseases that affect the
brain can go right to the core of
what it is to be human.”
And, Wynshaw-Boris believes,

Courtesy of the Cleveland Foundation

Courtesy of the Mount Sinai Health Care Foundation
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The Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation
and Cleveland Foundation are the
first two organizations to award
philanthropic grants to the Cleveland
Brain Health Initiative. Mitchell Balk
(far left) is president of the Mt. Sinai
Health Care Foundation, and Ronn
Richard is president and CEO
of the Cleveland Foundation

BY PAUL TESAR, PHD

Imagine finding a way to tell cells how
to repair the damage that multiple
sclerosis (MS) wreaks on the body.
Think of all the people we could
help: the 2 million around the world
who suffer from the disease—and
all of those who love them.
These are the people who come
to mind when I think about the
Cleveland Brain Health Initiative:
the patients—those with MS,
Alzheimer’s disease, autism and
more—and their family and friends.
The National Institutes of Health

estimates 100 million people in
the U.S. suffer some form of brain
disorder in their lifetimes. We also
know that despite its modest size the
brain is enormously complex, with
more than 100 trillion connections.
No single lab or institution is
going to unravel all of its mysteries
on its own. We absolutely have
to collaborate.
And, with the Cleveland Brain
Health Initiative, we are.
Hosted at Case Western Reserve
University’s School of Medicine,

this project includes Cleveland
Clinic, the Louis Stokes VA Medical
Center, MetroHealth Medical Center
and University Hospitals. Each
institution has distinct strengths,
and exceptionally talented
individuals. Bring them all together,
and the possibility of meaningful
progress grows exponentially.
How do I know? That example at
the beginning of this post, about the
possibility of cells directing repair of
MS damage—that’s research from
my laboratory. Once thought an

Paul Tesar (CWR ’03) is the Dr.
Donald and Ruth Weber Goodman
Professor of Innovative Therapeutics
and an Associate Professor in the
Department of Genetics and Genome
Sciences at the Case Western
Reserve University School of
Medicine. This essay is an updated
version of a post that Professor
Tesar wrote earlier this year for the
Cleveland Foundation’s blog.

Daniel Milner

New Professorship Supports
Brain Tumor Research
Jill Barnholtz-Sloan has always loved numbers. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in mathematics, then a master’s in statistics.
But then came a surprising realization: Numbers alone weren’t
enough—she needed to make a difference.
Two decades later, Barnholtz-Sloan has paired her quantitative
skills and deep compassion toward a profoundly challenging cause:
beating brain cancer.
Now an internationally recognized researcher based at Case
Western Reserve’s medical school, Barnholtz-Sloan leads multiple
collaborative programs, among them one that enrolled longtime
Clevelander Sally S. Morley, mother of six, and grandmother of 16.
Sally, who came to Northeast Ohio with her husband, John, in the
early 1980s, engaged actively with area educational and community
organizations, and with John also contributed generously to multiple
arts, academic, and community organizations here and in their
native Michigan.
The two met after Sally was diagnosed with a brain tumor and
Barnholtz Sloan’s neurosurgeon husband, Andrew, operated on her.
Sally deeply appreciated Jill’s encouragement, and her family felt Jill’s
efforts extended Sally’s life and allowed her to travel with family.
Sally lost her battle in the spring of 2014, yet her family’s gratitude
continued.
This year Barnholtz-Sloan became the School of Medicine’s
Sally S. Morley Designated Professor in Brain Tumor Research, an
endowed professorship that will provide additional financial support
for her life-changing work.
More, Barnholtz-Sloan told the Morley family at a recent
recognition ceremony, Sally’s example provides daily inspiration.
For her, and all of the patients who follow, Barnholtz-Sloan said,
“we need to work harder.”
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Photo of Paul Tesar: Annie O‘Neill
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Left: John and Sally Morley; Right: Jill Barnholtz-Sloan

Photo Courtesy of the Cleveland Foundation

Pulling Together
Promises Progress

impossibility, we’re now closer than
we ever could have imagined.
Two years ago, we published
results of an internationally heralded
study that identified capabilities
to repair damaged brain cells and
reverse paralysis in animal models
of MS. With our clinical colleagues
we are now advancing that work
into clinical testing in patients right
here in Cleveland. Nearly two dozen
people were involved in the original
project, spread across four medical
school departments, two other
universities and one company.
To succeed, we needed the
knowledge and skills of every
single one of them.
In that effort, we came together
through informal networks. Forging
and maintaining such relationships
will always be essential. But with the
Cleveland Brain Health Initiative, we
also will have a formal structure to
encourage interactions, institutionallevel commitments to cooperate,
and—thanks to places like the
Cleveland Foundation and Mt. Sinai
Health Care Foundation—new
resources to bring to our efforts.
The initiative took a huge step
forward with the support of
these two major philanthropic
organizations. Count me in among
the many deeply grateful to
everyone involved.

Sears think[box]: Moving from

“Engineers, young people
in their barns or garages,
tend to make things, and
so they come to college
and we take away their
tools. … So one of the
drivers for this was to
basically give them back
their tools.”

Concept to Reality

Kevin Kopanski

—LARRY SEARS
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Sally Zlotnick Sears think[box] in 2015.
Larry (CIT ’69) founded Hexagram Inc. in
1972, a company that became known for
its unique technology that allowed utility
companies to read meters remotely.
Sally (FSM ’72, LYS ’74) earned her
undergraduate degree from the Flora Stone
Mather College and a master’s degree from
the School of Information and Library Science.

FT: During that process, did you have moments where
you doubted that it would work and it would be what it
was supposed to be?

Eric Hanson

Forward Thinking (FT) sat down with Larry
Sears to learn more about his perspective
on the origins and future of this advanced
makerspace. What follows is an edited
transcript of the conversation.

Sears: You wouldn’t be human if you didn’t. I guess my
biggest [doubt] would be, ‘We will build it and no one will
come.’ I guess that was the biggest fear.

FT: How important was the [$5 million] gift from Mal
Mixon and J.D. Richey [in 2011, to name the think[box]
building] for the momentum of think[box]?
Sears: Every gift is important, but that was a large and
very timely gift that permitted construction to start.
[Editor’s note: In the winter of 2012 the engineering
school opened a “pilot” version of think[box] in the
basement of the Glennan Building; at under 5,000
square feet, the space was less than one-tenth of
what think[box] will be when completed, yet in
three years attracted 100,000 visits and spun out
20 startups, which in turn drew $2.5 million in funding
and competitive awards.]
FT: What do you think it was about the pilot space that
made it so appealing?
Sears: I’d given this quote before, but ‘Engineers, young
people in their barns or garages, tend to make things,
and yet they come to college and we take away their
tools.’ ... [W]e give music students practice rooms
and art students studio space, [but] we don’t really do
something similar for engineers. So one of the drivers
for this was to basically give them back their tools.

9
Spring 2017

Sears: What happened was, we received a donation from
Barry Romich to jump-start an introduction to advanced
manufacturing, at Case, [but] … there wasn’t any suitable
space that could be devoted to it. … So the dean at
the time asked me to sit in on this little committee
to try to move it along. … At that point, I realized that
when you consider the whole infrastructure of not only
manufacturing, but invention and commercialization, it
could be much, much bigger. …
[T]hat’s when I just started walking around
thinking, ‘Well where could we put this thing?’ As an
undergraduate, I knew about Lincoln Storage. [Editor’s
note: Lincoln Storage at the time housed chairs, desks
and other furniture and equipment not being used, but
available if needed for the future.]
So I walked over there and it was obviously
underused, and [President] Barbara [R. Snyder] very,
very graciously and quickly said ‘Great… it’s yours.’

forward thinking

Five years after the pilot phase of Sears
think[box] began in a small basement space
of the Case School of Engineering, the full
concept for a seven-story hub takes another
step closer this summer. Earlier this year, the
university board of trustees approved Phase
III of the project, additional renovations to
complete the Richey Mixon Building’s sixth
and seventh floors.
Trustee Larry Sears and his wife, Sally
Zlotnick Sears, have played pivotal roles in
the project, not only in nurturing the idea but
also committing $10 million to construction.
In recognition of this support, the university’s
innovation hub became the Larry Sears and

Larry (CIT ’69) and Sally Zlotnick Sears (FSM ’72, LYS ’74)
at the Thinkapalooza celebration in 2015

FT: So the need was there.
Sears: I think it’s always been there. I remember back as an
undergraduate, people scrounging and repairing their motorcycles
in the fraternity living room. By the same token, something
we’ve always needed here is project space. If you have a senior
lab project, where do you do it? That’s what’s great about
think[box]—everything you need is there. You’ve got space.
You’ve got tools. You’ve got materials. You’ve got people to help.
FT: What’s it like for you to see how things are progressing and
know what’s been completed?
Sears: The speed at which it’s been funded and completed is
really exciting. The Student Center took much, much longer, so
you know I’m pretty pleased with this.
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Sears: The idea of the think[box] layout is this: You get an idea
and then you develop that idea using the theoretical background

FT: So now that students have been using the space, they’re
turning their ideas into prototypes and some have really taken
off. What’s it like for you to see these students’ work becoming
actual living products?
Sears: It’s obviously gratifying. Frankly, I would say that there
have been even more visible successes than I expected early on.
I’m really quite pleased with that. That’s pretty exciting, and I
certainly hope we’ll see a lot more.

Investing in the next

11

generation of makers
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FT: So how do you think that the completion of the top floors
will affect the student experience and kind of complete the
whole picture?

that you’ve learned in your earlier engineering core courses.
Then you translate the idea into something physical. This is
important, because if you can’t show it to somebody, what are
you going to do with it? If a picture is worth a thousand words, a
prototype is worth a thousand pictures. You have to show that
the invention is realizable, that it functions and that it has been
tested. Now we have this equipment where you can quickly and
inexpensively try things, do iterations, try it again. The think[box]
layout complements this process: ideation and invention are
on the second floor, prototyping is on the third floor, fabrication
is on the fourth floor, and this continues until the sixth floor,
which is business development, and the seventh floor, which is
incubator space.

Barry Romich (CIT ’67) on the Prentke Romich
prototyping floor

Russell Lee

Photos: Annie O‘Neill

Barry Romich (CIT ’67) traces the beginnings of his
international business career to a student workshop in
the basement of Bingham Hall.
Not only did the space introduce him to tools he’d
never seen on his childhood farm, but it also enabled
contacts that led to the part-time job where he met Ed
Prentke (CIT ’26)—an engineer with whom he founded
Prentke Romich Co. (PRC) while still a student.
More than four decades later, Romich decided to
give back to his alma mater by supporting the idea of
a modern-day tinkering space. In 2010, he committed
$1 million to help launch the concept now known as
think[box]. Four years later he added an equal amount
to his pledge.
“This project and think[box] remind me of the student
shop when I was at Case,” he said. “Having the right
tools can make all the difference.”

Romich soon began working together after hours to develop
practical tools patients could use right away. One early project
involved an invention to limit how quickly powered wheelchairs
accelerated to spare patients the initial sharp jerk when
transitioning from a stop to forward movement. Another involved
trying to turn an old teletype machine into a tool to allow a stroke
patient to be able to communicate.
Given this history, it is probably little surprise that the Prentke
Romich floor focuses on prototyping—that is, developing early
models of a product to test their operations and appeal. The
think[box] space features high-end 3-D printers, laser cutters and
other advanced fabrication equipment.
“I see the power that access to these resources can give to
people when they are working to accomplish something,” says
Romich. “I’ve been blessed, and this is one way I can convey that
blessing unto others.”

Z-Fund helps inventors bring ideas
Sears think[box] is more than a place for makers—it’s part of
an extensive ecosystem.
In addition to what think[box] offers, students have access to
entrepreneurial advice from the university’s LaunchNet program
and legal assistance from the law school’s IP Venture Clinic.
Now, thanks to Miguel Zubizarreta (CWR ’90), they can secure
annual grants ranging from $2,500 to $25,000 to move their ideas
from early prototypes to more fully realized products. Zubizarreta,
a longtime executive at Hyland Software who retired last year,
joined Hyland in 1992—a year after the company launched—and
was the original architect behind Hyland’s OnBase software,

forward thinking

—FELIPE GÓMEZ DEL CAMPO (CWR ’16)

• $5.7+ million raised by startups
• 64% of student users said think[box] was a significant
factor in choosing CWRU
• Over 5,000 visits per month

Russell Lee

Russell Lee

• 50,000 square feet: Largest open-access university
innovation center in the world

Parihug
Xyla Foxlin, Founder and CEO

FGC Plasma Solutions, LLC
Felipe Gómez del Campo, Founder and CEO

Parihug’s internet-connected stuffed
animals allow a user to embrace an
animal in one location and have a
another vibrate in response somewhere
else—or, more simply, to “send” a hug
to a loved one anywhere in the world.
Since its founding in 2015, Parihug
has made two appearances at the
renowned consumer electronics show
known as CES, and also won multiple
local and national innovation contests.
In March, the startup placed second
out of more than 200 entries at the Student Startup Madness
Championship Finals, held at the SXSW Interactive conference in
Austin, Texas.
Xyla Foxlin, a junior, calls the Z-Fund grant a game changer.
“Six months ago, if we were to raise a formal round of funding
from investors, we would lose ownership of most of our company,”
she said. “With Z-fund, we don’t have to worry about that.”

During FGC Plasma Solutions’ early
days, Felipe Gómez del Campo (CWR
’16) exchanged part ownership of
his company for needed funds.
The Z-Fund grant spares Gómez
del Campo, now a graduate student,
from ceding yet more to investors as
he further develops his nozzle that
uses plasma to make jet engines
more efficient when sitting idle.
But the Z-Fund gave Gómez del
Campo more than money; he also found a mentor and role
model in Zubizarreta.
“Here’s someone with a similar background, who started a
company—before there was much activity around startups—
and it was a success,” Gómez del Campo said.
Since starting the company as an undergraduate, Gómez
del Campo has been named to Forbes’ 2016 “30 under 30” list,
invited to the White House, and selected to participate in a
two-year immersive federal entrepreneurship program.

Z-Fund recipients Xyla Foxlin (left) and
Felipe Gómez del Campo (CWR ’16)
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“[T]his fund is a great way to get students to
that first proof-of-concept point.”

Sears think[box] by the numbers:

12

to life

which helped transform the company into an international
business with more than 2,100 employees.
His commitment builds on support that the George W.
Codrington Charitable Foundation, and Fran and Jules Belkin
provided for grants of up to $2,500 each for early
project costs.
The Z-Fund made five awards in its first year. Felipe Gómez
del Campo’s FGC Plasma Solutions and Parihug received the
largest support with $15,000 awarded to each. Additional
recipients included Top Tier Learning tutoring service, WES
cryptographic gift cards and Chimu African clothing.

Gary Yasaki

In part because of the importance of that experience, Romich
also was eager to engage with those doing the planning for the
new space. After all, he brings both his initial perspective as a
student, and current one as an employer seeking applicants who
not only are qualified, but creative and skilled as well.
“It’s a thrill for me to be part of the whole process,” says Romich.
“I’ve not only had the opportunity to contribute financially, but I’ve
been able to be involved in the planning that has made this space
a reality.”
In recognition of his contributions, the university named the
third level of Sears think[box] the Prentke Romich Floor in honor
of Romich and in memory of Prentke, his late business partner
and dear friend. The two met as part of a collaboration between
the university and a local rehabilitation hospital, where Prentke
worked fashioning devices to assist paralyzed patients.
While the official project focused on research, Prentke and
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T

hink of the Internet of Things as an ecosystem, with
education and research as two of the nutrients
needed for it to thrive.
Thanks to support from the Cleveland Foundation, Case
Western Reserve and Cleveland State universities are
teaming to provide both to Northeast Ohio’s nascent effort.
In simplest terms, the Internet of Things (IoT) involves
every device that can connect to the internet, as well as
to one another. The IoT includes phones, security systems,
wearable devices, automobiles and more.
The collaboration between Case Western Reserve and
Cleveland State University (CSU), however, will focus on
some of the larger aspects of this ecosystem, specifically
related to energy, business and manufacturing, health
care and infrastructure. Known as the industrial IoT (IIoT),
it involves activities like using sensors to assess efficiency
and timing for replacing parts, or gathering data regarding
how a new part works to determine whether changes are
needed in its design or use.
The potential of these approaches is enormous, and
extends from factories to office spaces and even hospitals.
And, says Ken Loparo, chair of the electrical engineering
and computer science department, “if you’re applying
industrial IoT to manufacturing and health care, there is
no better place than Cleveland and University Circle.”
These kinds of large-scale efforts touch not only
the technology of measuring devices, but the rest of
a plant as well. They require computing and analysis
of extraordinary amounts of information—as well as
extensive protective measures to ensure none of the
information or functions can be compromised from
the outside.
The origins of this new collaboration date to 2013,
when Case Western Reserve President Barbara R. Snyder

chaired the Business Higher Education Forum (BHEF),
a nonprofit organization including industry and higher
education leaders that is dedicated to identifying and
developing workforce needs and providing students
opportunities to learn those skills. As part of those
efforts, BHEF identified significant needs in data science;
the following year, Snyder announced that the Case
School of Engineering would develop an undergraduate
minor and major in data science and analytics; Bob
Herbold (GRS ’66, ’68), former chief operating officer
for Microsoft, committed $2.6 million to endow a
professorship in data science.
The first students participating in the new major
enrolled this past fall, while last spring the engineering
school also launched a broader initiative, the Institute
for Smart, Secure and Connected Systems (ISSACS). At
that time, Herbold also announced an additional $1.5
million commitment to support scholarships for graduate
students working in the institute’s priority areas.
As part of these efforts, the university is developing
new course offerings that cover a range of IoT topics, from
the devices themselves to the security of the systems on
which they operate.
In early May, Case Western Reserve and CSU will unveil
a regional academic plan to establish Cleveland as a hub
for IoT with collaboration among academic institutions,
industry, government and other entities on education,
research, tech transfer, interoperability, deployment and
systems issues.
“Pulling together the region’s resources and capabilities
will create an IoT ecosystem that could set Cleveland
apart nationally and internationally,” says Loparo, also
the Nord Professor of Engineering. “We’re here and we’re
ready, and now is the time.”
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Forging a
Cleveland Hub
for the Internet
of Things

Alumnus Bob Herbold (GRS ’66, ’68),
former chief operating officer at
Microsoft, has provided support to
the engineering school’s efforts in
informatics and the Internet of Things
by endowing a professorship and
supporting scholarships for graduate
students working in the priority areas
of the Institute for Smart, Secure and
Connected Systems (ISSACS)

16

Michael F. McElroy

allowing students to form and
flow between small groups. The
classroom’s physical environment
encourages behaviors that enrich
learning experiences. In short, the
entire space nurtures the precise
skills Prince believes her students
need most.
“Being in a classroom space that
is dynamic and grounded in looking
at and learning from one another,

and creating that dialogue, is critical
for social workers,” says Prince, an
assistant professor with a master’s
in public health and a doctorate in
social welfare. “We have to be able
to develop relationships with one
another to be able to do this work.”
Such reviews are exactly what
school leaders hoped for when
fundraising began for the $9.4
million renovation completed in
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W

hen Dana Prince
began teaching at
the Jack, Joseph and
Morton Mandel School of Applied
Social Sciences this past fall, she
encountered classrooms unlike
any she had experienced on other
campuses.
They featured state-of-the-art
technology, whiteboard walls, and
chairs and desks that rolled easily,

Renovation Supporters ($250K and above)

Daniel Milner

Collaboration and Engagement
Become Part of the Lesson Plan in
Newly Renovated Mandel School Space

2016—during the Mandel School’s centennial. The Jack,
Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation provided the
renovation project’s lead gift of $4.95 million in 2013,
part of an $8 million award that also endowed the
dean’s position.
“The goal of our building renovation was to create
open, welcoming spaces where people could collaborate
and learn together,” said Grover C. “Cleve” Gilmore,
the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Dean in Applied
Social Sciences at the school. “Our classrooms were
transformed to enhance student performance and
engagement—an essential tool to educate leaders in
people-to-people professions.”
In addition to being able to modify classroom
configurations easily, Mandel School faculty can leverage
the technology and whiteboard walls to engage students
with course materials and one another in new ways.
A special paint in the new classrooms transforms
entire walls into whiteboards, creating a space for
collaboration that also allows professors to explain
complex models or theories more easily.
“It brings in the different kinds of learning—kinesthetics
because there is movement, and visual because students
can physically draw or write on a shared space where we’re
all marrying knowledge together,” Prince says.
In addition to the classroom space, the building now
features a central research space known as the Albert
and Beverly Higley Research Commons. A $1 million
commitment from the Higley Fund of the Cleveland
Foundation made the new space possible, and marks the
first time in the school’s history that all of its research
centers are housed within Mandel School buildings.
A generous $750,000 gift from Holley Fowler Martens
(MSSA ’07) and her husband, Rob, created an active
learning classroom and a new suite that contains
student support service offices. As part of their gift, they
created a matching grant to encourage others to give.
The school’s Lillian and Milford Harris Library has
also undergone a renovation and relocated to the first
floor after a $500,000 gift from Seth and Lilli Harris. The
library was named in 1989 through a gift from Seth’s
mother, Lillian (MSSA ’33), and her husband, Milford.
Students now have an open and welcoming gathering
space with the creation of the Noble Commons. The
multistory atrium was realized through a $500,000
commitment by the Donald and Alice Noble Foundation
from David and Gayle Noble (MSSA ’88).

From top, left to right: Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Dean in
Applied Social Sciences Grover “Cleve” Gilmore (left) and Morton
Mandel (CWR ’13); Bruce G. Higley and Sharon Higley Watts;
Holley Fowler Martens (MSSA ’07) and Rob Martens;
Seth and Lilli Harris; David and Gayle Noble (MSSA ’88)

Mandel Supporting Foundations

$4,950,000

The Higley Fund at the Cleveland Foundation $1,000,000
Holley and Rob Martens

$750,000

Seth and Lilli Harris

$500,000

The Donald and Alice Noble Foundation

$500,000

Chuck and Char Fowler

$250,000

St. Luke’s Foundation

$250,000

Cleveland Foundation

$250,000

Left: Margot Lee
Shetterly;
Right: Henry
Louis Gates

Speaker Series Show Power of Partnership

H

Top: Associate Professor
Blanton Tolbert;
Bottom: Professor and
Associate Department
Chair John D. Protasiewicz
(left) and Morton L.
Mandel (CWR ‘13)

enry Louis Gates was alone when he stood
before more than 900 people in the Maltz
Performing Arts Center this March—yet his
appearance was a triumph of collaboration.
The renowned Harvard historian, critic and
filmmaker appeared as part of the F. Joseph Callahan
Distinguished Lecture program, the Baker-Nord
Center for the Humanities’ Cleveland Humanities
Festival and the Think Forum speaker series. And, for
good measure, Gates that night also announced the
2017 class of Anisfield-Wolf Book Award winners, a
program that the Cleveland Foundation manages. The
Cleveland Foundation was a community partner for
Gates’ lecture.
The event demonstrated what President Barbara
R. Snyder often terms “the power of partnership.” In
2010, the Callahan Foundation endowed Case Western
Reserve’s annual distinguished lecture in the name of
legendary local business leader and philanthropist F.
Joseph Callahan. Past Callahan speakers have included
Princeton religion scholar Elaine Pagels and MIT
professor Sherry Turkle; the former appeared as part of
a joint effort with Baker-Nord, and the latter as part of
the speaker series now known as Think Forum. Gates’
address—followed by a question-and-answer session
that Baker-Nord Director Peter Knox moderated—
marked the first time all three organizations came
together for the Cleveland Humanities Festival.
Now in its second year, the Humanities Festival

includes more than two dozen partners across
Northeast Ohio. Knox is both the Baker-Nord director
and the Eric and Jane Nord Family Professor, a position
endowed in 2015—nearly two decades after the
commitment that named the center and dramatically
improved its physical space.
This year, the Cleveland Humanities Festival focused
on immigration. In his lecture on ancestry, Gates
reminded the audience of Frederick Douglass’ historic
commencement address at Western Reserve College
in 1854.
“It’s an honor to be back here,” Gates said, citing the
importance of the opportunity afforded Douglass. “This
place has a mystical power for me.”
In addition to the Callahan lecture each spring, the
university also has a major endowed address each fall,
the Elaine G. Hadden Distinguished Visiting Author Fund
to support presentations by the author of the book
featured each year as the university’s common reading.
The winter’s major campuswide address is the Martin
Luther King Jr. Convocation keynote which, as of yet has
not secured a philanthropic sponsor. This year’s speaker
was Margot Lee Shetterly, author of the bestselling
nonfiction work Hidden Figures.
The book was made into an Oscar-nominated movie
last year. In his remarks at the Maltz Center, Gates
also shared that Shetterly’s book was among the 2017
winners of Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards, administered
through the Cleveland Foundation.
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Protasiewicz said. “I’m honored and
grateful for this award, because it
rewards individuals beyond scientific
achievements, which you don’t
often see.”
Last year, Associate Professor
Blanton S. Tolbert was the Morton
L. Mandel award recipient. Tolbert
researches molecular aspects of the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)—
and as a member of the Green Team,
maintains a powerful commitment to
mentoring faculty and students.
Tolbert also leads the Case Western
Reserve site of a federal program that
provides about 10 undergraduate
students intensive 10-week experiences
learning about scientific inquiry. Some of
the program’s graduates have pursued
studies in STEM (science, technology,
engineering and mathematics) fields,
including ones who applied for doctoral
programs on campus.
“I’m proud that I was selected not only
for my scholarship,” Tolbert said, “but for
some of the service that I do.”
With his late brothers Jack and
Joseph, Morton Mandel transformed a
small auto parts business into a billiondollar enterprise, while maintaining
a decadeslong commitment to
philanthropy. Early in their careers
they established the Jack, Joseph and
Morton Mandel Foundation, which
has played transformational roles in
education and leadership both in the
U.S. and in Israel.
The foundation has made many
generous awards to Case Western
Reserve, including, most recently,
the lead commitment for the
Mandel School’s recent $9.4 million
renovation.

Photos: Tony Gray
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Morton L. Mandel (CWR ’13) titled his
book It’s All About Who because he
believes so strongly in the importance of
individuals to an organization’s success.
So when Mandel wanted to
recognize the university’s chemistry
department—where he earned his
degree—honoring outstanding faculty
appealed as an ideal approach. Chair
Mary Barkley agreed.
“Faculty who are excellent mentors,
teachers, or researchers or do
outstanding service are part of what
makes a department an excellent
department,” said Barkley, also M.
Roger Clapp University Professor of
Arts and Sciences and chair of the
Department of Chemistry. “Awards like
this encourage faculty and show them
that they are valued.”
With a $100,000 commitment, the
Morton and Barbara Mandel Family
Foundation endowed the Morton L.
Mandel Award. This year’s honoree is
Professor and Associate Department
Chair John D. Protasiewicz, a widely
recognized researcher in organic and
inorganic chemistry, as well as the
founder of a mentoring program for
junior chemistry faculty.
Dubbed the Green Team, the group
of junior and recently tenured faculty
assist each other in refining grant
proposals to enhance their funding
success rates. This approach not only
gives younger faculty valuable direct
guidance, says Protasiewicz, who still
leads the effort, but also helps them
recognize how outside reviewers might
evaluate their proposals.
“This award speaks to the spirit of
Mort Mandel’s book—it’s all about
the people, which is also how I feel,”

Photos: Daniel Milner

Morton L. Mandel Award Recognizes
Exceptional Chemistry Faculty Members

1996
2001
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2007
2008

A

fter more than two decades of planning and fundraising, Case
Western Reserve graduates finally have a full-fledged campus
complex to call their own.
The February dedication of the Foster-Castele Great Hall completed
the Frank N. and Jocelyne K. Linsalata Alumni Center and provided
a dedicated large event space to complement the cozy rooms and
offices of the adjacent Georgian-style home that represented the
project’s first phase.
To commemorate the opening, the Case Western Reserve University
Alumni Association Board will place a time capsule containing small
memorabilia and a history of how the space came to be inside a wall in
the hall. This timeline is a glimpse into that history.

2013

Architects prepare renderings for a new building, and
the official campaign begins.
The university creates first centralized Alumni
Association to include graduates from all of its
current schools and predecessor institutions.
The project shifts from new construction to
restoration—specifically of a 1910 house on Juniper
Road that the university purchased in 1954 that once
hosted its architecture department.
With designs from Richard L. Bowen & Associates
Inc., work begins in April. That fall, the Alumni House
opens during Homecoming activities.
Fundraising and planning for phase two, a large
gathering hall, begins.
Frank (CIT ‘63) and Jocelyne Linsalata commit $4
million and challenge alumni to raise an additional $1
million to finish phase two.

Don Foster (ADL ’50), Nadine Foster
and Ted Castele (ADL ’51, MED ’57)

2014-15

In 2014, Dennis (ADL ‘69) and Madeline (FSM ‘71)
Block pledge $600,000, and by June 2015, donors
have contributed the remaining funds. Trustees
approve construction.

2016

Construction begins on the Foster-Castele Great Hall.

2017

With more than 100 attending, the university
dedicates the Foster-Castele Great Hall as part of the
Board of Trustees’ winter meeting.

Frank N. (CIT ‘63) and
Jocelyne K. Linsalata

“It’s amazing that in 12 years we’ve gone from an idea to a
well-regarded alumni association with a dedicated center on campus.”
—JEFFREY T. VERESPEJ (CWR ’07, MGT ’11),
PRESIDENT,
CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.

Back row from left to right: Tom Castele, Dick Castele, John Castele (LAW ‘92), Robert Castele (MED ‘78), Mary Kay Binder, James C. Wyant (CIT ‘65),
President Barbara R. Snyder, Frank Linsalata (CIT ‘63), Jocelyne Linsalata, Dan Linsalata and Natalie (Linsalata) Greene
Front row from left to right: Tim Callahan (MGT ‘99), Nancy Callahan (GRS ‘01), Char Fowler, Chuck Fowler (MGT ‘90), Gini Barbato (FSM ‘72),
Mary Ann Jorgenson (LAW ‘75), Carol Clancy, Dan Clancy (LAW ‘62), Susan Loessin, Lara Kalafatis and Allen Ford (CIT ‘64)
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Foster-Castele Hall Finishes
Linsalata Alumni Center

Case Western Reserve’s Board of Trustees approves
the Alumni House project concept, Ted Castele
(ADL ‘51, MED ‘57) and Don Foster (ADL ‘50) lead
the fundraising campaign, and together commit $1
million. Other lead donors, George Leet (ADL ‘40,
LAW ‘46) and Eric Nord (CIT ‘39), pledge $1 million.

Photos: Daniel Milner
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2006

The search begins for a location on campus for an
alumni house.

James “Great Neck”
Richman (ADL ’72) and
Elissa Richman
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between the center and museum.
“One of the great strengths of
this program, and what makes it
so unique, is the relationship with
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum, including the Rock Hall’s
Library and Archives,” said Professor
Daniel Goldmark, the center’s
director and head of popular music
studies at the university.
The Library and Archives is the
most comprehensive repository
of popular music materials and
history. “It makes Cleveland a nexus
for anyone doing research in any
area of popular music.”
And the center is seizing its
new opportunities. Last year it
hosted a symposium connecting
18 promising popular music
researchers with five established
scholars and a member of the media
for discussions and workshops to
help launch their careers.
This year the center sponsored
a conference with the U.S. branch
of the International Association for
the Study of Popular Music, and the
Rock Hall, which hosted the opening
symposium. And this fall, the

center plans to host a conference on
popular songs in film scheduled for
October 2017.
Richman is CEO of Richloom
Fabrics Group, a fabric converter and
mill based in New York. He is an avid
supporter of humanities education,
and passionate about popular music.
In addition to this most recent gift,
the Richmans and the Richman
Family Foundation have previously
supported students through an
endowed scholarship in the College
of Arts and Sciences, where he
serves on the college’s visiting
committee.
“Great Neck and Elissa have given
generously to the university and we
are deeply appreciative of their latest
gift establishing the Richman Fund
for Popular Music Studies,” said
Cyrus C. Taylor, dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences and Albert A.
Michelson Professor in Physics at
Case Western Reserve. “This gift
will enhance our partnership with
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum, and enrich the study and
understanding of popular music on
campus and beyond.”

Campus Honors Late Alumna,
Congresswoman with Building in Her Name

F

or Dyulani Thomas, co-president of Case Western
Reserve’s African Students Association, diversity
is like being invited to the party; inclusion is being
asked to dance.
So when the university announced that it would name
its newest residence hall in honor of late alumna and
U.S. Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs Jones (FSM ‘71,
LAW ‘74), Thomas felt he and Case Western Reserve
were moving in step.
“I thought it sent a message,” said Thomas, a resident
assistant in the building, “and also showed that as
students, our opinions matter and that our voices carry
some weight.”
The original recommendation to dedicate the
building to Tubbs Jones came from students; campus
administrators embraced it within a few months.
“It is exciting to reflect on how we transformed our
vision into a permanent part of Case Western Reserve’s
legacy,” said Makela Hayford, president of the African
American Society and member of the university’s
#webelonghere movement, “but I don’t feel that Stephanie
Tubbs Jones would want us to stop with this naming.”
Linda Sharpe-Taylor (WRC ’78), president of the
African American Alumni Association and a psychologist

now based in St. Louis, sees the naming as a way to
highlight Tubbs Jones’ influence in enhancing campus
life for African-American students.
Tubbs Jones earned both her bachelor’s and law
degrees from Case Western Reserve. In addition to
serving as a resident assistant, she founded the African
American Society and was an active member of the Black
Students Law Association.
Tubbs Jones was the first African-American woman
in Ohio to become a Common Pleas court judge, and
later, county prosecutor. In 1998, she was the first black
woman elected to represent Ohio in Congress.
While her work took her to the nation’s capital, Tubbs
Jones remained close to her alma mater. She owned
a house adjacent to campus, and frequently attended
university events. She died from a ruptured brain
aneurysm in 2008 at the age of 58.
Thomas says that naming Stephanie Tubbs Jones Hall
is significant for both the campus and Cleveland.
“As an African-American in the United States right
now, it can feel like people are numb to my experience or
my struggle,” he said, “so to have someone who looks
like me, have a building named after her—that definitely
means a lot.”
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Whether it’s rock ‘n’ roll or hip-hop,
popular music has long provided
rich insights into the culture
and context of the times—
and, sometimes, influenced them
as well.
From political to social
movements, fashion to language,
popular music can both reflect and
affect experiences of individuals,
groups and even entire global
regions. With the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame little more than a
10-minute drive from Case Western
Reserve’s campus, the university’s
Center for Popular Music Studies
is ideally positioned to lead
scholarship and teaching on the
subject; now, thanks to a $1 million
commitment, the center aims to
expand its impact.
James “Great Neck” Richman
(ADL ’72), Elissa Richman and the
Richman Family Foundation of the
Jewish Communal Fund made the
generous commitment to advance
research regarding popular music.
Great Neck is a trustee of the
Rock Hall, and so also supports
enhancing the 21-year partnership

Left: Stephanie Tubbs Jones (FSM ‘71, LAW ‘74); Right: The newly dedicated Stephanie
Tubbs Jones Hall; Inset: Student Makela Hayford at the 2016 dedication ceremony

Daniel Milner

Photo courtesy of James Richman

Popular
Music Studies
Eyes Expansion
with New
Commitment

Daniel Milner

Doug Khrenovsky

FPB School of Nursing Alumni Association Past
President Julia Golden (NUR ‘09), Cathy Lindenberg
(NUR ‘66) and FPB School of Nursing Dean Mary
Kerr (GRS ‘91)
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A Homecoming
25 Years in the Making
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B

efore last fall’s Homecoming,
Catherine Lindenberg (NUR
’66) hadn’t been back to
campus since the early 1990s—
decades before Uptown, the
Tinkham Veale University Center, or
even the Village at 115.
And yet, as much as the physical
campus had changed, Lindenberg
felt much of the fundamental spirit
of the campus remained.
“I was struck by the differences,
but more so, the continuity,” she
said. “The university is on the same
wave of change, trying to always
make things better and smarter,
and do things that are important to
the world.”
Lindenberg, who lives in Costa
Rica, was celebrating her 50th
reunion, joining more than 250
other alumni in the Grand Classes
who received diplomas at least
a half century earlier. Not only
did overall registration for these
graduates top 2015’s, but so did
overall Homecoming totals: more
than 3,800 signed up to attend—an

increase of 69 percent over the
previous year. In addition, donations
during registration surpassed the
previous year’s total by 55 percent.
Leaders of the Alumni Association
of Case Western Reserve cited
several potential reasons for
the growth, among them a
simplified summer mailing, new
online registration system, and
an increasing sense of optimism
regarding the university’s progress.
“Case Western Reserve has
experienced a lot of good news in
recent years,” explained Bradford
Crews, senior executive director for
alumni affairs. “And the transition
to having all of the schools celebrate
Homecoming on the same weekend
has added enormous energy to the
event. Attendees are telling other
classmates they have to come back,
and alumni appear to be listening.”
For Lindenberg, the chance to see
classmates she came to think of
as sisters was irresistible in itself.
Learning she would receive the
President’s Award for Distinguished

Service from the Frances Payne
Bolton Alumni Association only added
to her excitement.
Throughout her career in academia,
nursing and public health, Lindenberg
worked in 14 countries and participated
in educational, service delivery and
evaluation/research projects
throughout Central and Latin America.
In 2004 she returned there to launch
TeenSmart International, a not-forprofit organization that provides free,
public use online health information to
empower young people to take positive
action for their own well-being.
As honored as Lindenberg felt
about the recognition, she found
great company among her classmates
and friends—all of whom have
pledged to return to Cleveland to
mark their 55th reunion.
“Everyone was continuing to grow
and serve in their communities,”
she said. “If you think of success
as an effective and satisfying life—
not about money or power—then
my classmates have lived highly
successful lives.”

Leave your mark on campus with a
custom paver stone on the grounds of
the expanded Frank N. and Jocelyne K.
Linsalata Alumni Center.
Each 8-inch paver is a lasting way to
celebrate your Case Western Reserve
University connection or honor relatives
and friends, especially those who have
helped pave the way at CWRU.
For more information and to purchase
your tax-deductible paver stone:

Call us at 216.368.1980 or visit giving.case.edu/alumnipaver

10900 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44106-7017
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